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DEDICATION

To you, BOYS OF THE ORATORY
SCHOOL, PAST AND PRESENT, THIS
COLLECTION OF DEVOTIONAL PAPERS
BY CARDINAL NEWMAN IS DEDICATED.
THEY ARE A MEMENTO BOTH OF THE
CARDINAL’S CONSTANT THOUGHT OF
YOU, AND OF HIS CONFIDENT ASSUR-
ANCE THAT, AFTER HIS DEATH, YOU

WOULD PRAY FOR HIS SOUL






PREFATORY
NOTICE

’l‘HE Papers by the late Cardinal

Newman contained in this collection
were likely, most of them, to have formed
part of what he proposed to call a ¢ Year-
Book of Devotion’ for reading and medi-
tation according to the Seasons and the
Feasts of the year. The intention of com-
posing such a book had been in the
Cardinal’s mind as far back as the early
years of his Catholic life, but, though it
was never abandoned, various circum-
stances hindered him from pursuing it,
and no portion of this volume was put
together with this idea. The book would
have varied greatly in the matter of its
subjects and in their treatment. For
instance, some papers on the Notes of the
Church would have formed one subject ;
of these, excepting some mere preparatory
fragments, nothing was written. Again,
some sermons would also have formed a
part of the readings. A scheme, drawn






PREFATORY NOTICE . Ix

strong desire to have some examples of
his devotions, or to know the devotions
which most attracted him, and which they
might make their own. The Medita-
tions on Christian Doctrine would pro-
bably have been more numerous, but
that the Cardinal destroyed many such
writings of his upon the death of his
great friend Father St. John, to whose
discretion he had intended to commit
them. There are here included, therefore,
it is believed, nearly all of the Cardinal’s
devotional papers which are likely to be
forthcoming.

That the papers can be presented at all,
especially the majority of the Meditations,
is owing, it is believed, to the circum-
stances which accompanied their origin.
It was the Cardinal’s custom to note
down, in the roughest way, any thought
that particularly struck him while medi-
tating, that he might reflect upon it during
the day or pursue it in the future ; and thus
he was led on to enlarge such thoughts,
and write out the notes and re-write them
carefully (for he always, he said, could
meditate best with a pen in his hand).
It is chiefly to this custom of the Car-
dinal’s, of keeping the current of holy
thoughts within his easy reach, that we
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our Cardinal until their elevation at one
and the same time to the Sacred College,
when an intimacy at once sprang up, and
all opportunities were taken by each for
maintaining it. Such was Cardinal Place,
Archbishop of Rennes, recently deceased,
for a number of kindnesses shown to
himself, but especially for his many years
of care and attention to an ancient friend
of the Cardinals family, Miss Maria
Rosina de Giberne, afterwards Sister
Maria Pia of the Visitation at Autun in
France—a lady now deceased, who, be-
sides many lesser good offices to the
Cardinal, had when he was in a most
extraordinary difficulty arising from a
legal trial, rendered him a service which
was as signal as it was unique. Three
others there are—Cardinal Macchi, with
whom a first acquaintance placed him,
almost at once, on a footing of fraternal
intimacy ; Cardinal Capecelatro, the pre-
sent Archbishop of Capua; and Mon-
signor Stonor, Archbishop of Trebizond.
Cardinal Capecelatro, a member of the
Oratory at Naples, had from his early
life been unremitting in his kindness to
our Cardinal, though in this case also
they were personally unacquainted until
they met in Rome in 1879, when both
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were there for promotion to honour.
The services of Cardinal Capecelatro
were such that though our Cardinal
could not, from modesty, make mention
of them, yet he found an opportunity for
acknowledging his sense of them, by dic-
tating from his death-bed a few words of
dedication to his Eminence for a small .
volume which in course of time will be
published—the delay of which publication
suggests the mention of his Eminence’s
name here. Cardinal Newman’s own
words of Archbishop Stonor, the last time
of speaking of him, will best convey the
tribute of gratitude which the Cardinal,
with much warmth and earnestness, paid
him. “All these years that I have been
Cardinal, he said, ¢‘Monsignor Stonor
has been a friend indeed, for he has let
me make use of him whensoever and for
whatsoever I have chosen, and I don’t
know what I should have done without
him One name more there is to men-
tion—and it belongs to America, where
though our Cardinal had so many friends,
one was pre-eminently such—that of
Bishop James O’Connor, Bishop of
Omaha, whose unaffected kindness was
most grateful to our Cardinal, lasting as
it did through all but the whole of his
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Catholic lifetime. For Bishop James
O’Connor the Cardinal had a great affec-
tion, remembering always, with something
of gratitude, the modesty and simplicity
with which, as a youth, the future Bishop
attached himself to him and to Father
St. John when the three were at Pro-
paganda together, thus forming a friend-
ship which distance and years did not
lessen, and which later on was en-
livened by personal intercourse when the
visits ad limina Apostolorum brought
Bishop O’Connor through England.

This list of names drawn together from
countries so wide apart suggests that this
book must not be regarded as though
only for the service of a few friends. It
is hoped that the character of the book
itself will secure for it a still wider circu-

lation.
WM. P. NEVILLE.

THE ORATORY, BIRMINGHAM ;
Easter 1893,
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INTRODUCTORY

(1)
May 1
MAY THE MONTH OF PROMISE

HY is May chosen as the

month in which we exer-

cise a special devotion to the
Blessed Virgin?

The first reason is because it is
the time when the earth bursts
forth into its fresh foliage and its
green grass after the stern frost
and snow of winter, and the raw
atmosphere and the wild wind and
rain of the early spring. It is
because the blossoms are upon the
trees and the flowers are in the
gardens. It is because the days
have got long, and the sun rises
early and sets late. For such
gladness and joyousness of external
Nature is a fit attendant on our
devotion to her who is the Mystical
Rose and the House of Gold.






MAY THE MONTH OF PROMISE 5

grows, but Mary, Mother of our
Lord, Mary, Mother of God ?

It was prophesied that God
should come upon earth. When
the time was now full, how was it
announced? It was announced
by the Angel coming to Mary.
¢ Hail, full of grace,’ said Gabriel,
‘the Lord is with thee ; blessed art
thou among women.” She then
was the sure promise of the coming
Saviour, and therefore May is by
a special title her month.






MAY THE MONTH OF JOY 7

May on the contrary belongs
to the Easter season, which lasts
fifty days, and in that season the
whole of May commonly falls, and
the first half always. The great
Feast of the Ascension of our Lord
into heaven is always in May,
except once or twice in forty years.
Pentecost, called also Whit-Sunday,
the Feast of the Holy Ghost, is
commonly in May, and the Feasts
of the Holy Trinity and Corpus
Christi are in May not unfre-
quently. May, therefore, is the
time in which there are such fre-
quent Alleluias, because Christ has
risen from the grave, Christ has
ascended on high, and God the
Holy Ghost has come down to
take His place.

Here then we have a reason why
May is dedicated to thc Blessed
Mary. She is the first of creatures,
the most acceptable child of God,
the dearest and nearest to Him.
It is fitting then that this month
should be hers, in which we cs-
pecially glory and recjoice in His
great Providence to us, in our
redemption and sanctification in
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of St. Augustine. And above all,
and nearest to us in this church,
our own Holy Patron and Father,
St. Philip, occupies, with his Novena
and Octave, fifteen out of the whole
thirty-one days of the month.
These are some of the choicest
fruits of God’s manifold grace,
and they form the court of their
glorious Queen.
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first moment of our existence, is
the sin of unbelief and disobedi-
ence, by which Adam lost Paradise.
We, as the children of Adam, are
heirs to the consequences of his
sin, and have forfeited in him that
spiritual robe of grace and holiness
which he had given him by his
Creator at the time that he was
made. In this state of forfeiture
and disinheritance we are all of us
conceived and born ; and the ordi-
nary way by which we are taken
"out of it is the Sacrameént of
Baptism.

But Mary never was in this
state ; she was by the eternal de-
cree of God exempted from it.
From eternity, God, the Father,
Son, and Holy Ghost, decreed to
create the race of man, and, fore-
seeing the fall of Adam, decreed
to redeem the whole race by the
Son’s taking flesh and suffering on
the Cross. In that same incom-
prehensible, eternal instant, in
which the Son of God was born
of the Father, was also the de-
cree passed of man’s redemption

through Him. He who was born
c2






ON THE

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION

(2)
May 4

MARY IS THE ¢V/RGO
PRAEDICANDA,

THE VIRGIN WHO IS TO BE
PROCLAIMED

ARY is the Virgo Pradi-
canda, that is, the Virgin

who is to be proclaimed, to be
heralded ; literally, to be preacked.
We are accustomed to prcach
abroad that which is wonderful,
strange, rare, novel, important.
Thus, when our Lord was coming,
St. John the Baptist preacked
Him ; then, the Apostles went
into the wide world, and preac/ied
Christ. What is the highest, the
rarest, the choicest prerogative of
Mary? It is that she was without
sin.  When a woman in the crowd












ON THE

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION

(3)
May 5

MARY IS THE ‘MATER ADMIRA-
BILIS)

THE WONDERFUL MOTHER

HEN Mary, the Virgo Pre-
dicanda, the Virgin who is to
be proclaimed aloud, Is called by
the title of Admzirabilss, it is there-
by suggested to us what the effect
is of the preaching of her as
Immaculate in her Conception.
The Holy Church proclaims,
preaches her, as conceived without
original sin; and those who hear,
the children of Holy Church,
wonder, marvel, are astonished
and overcome by the preaching.
It is so great a prerogative.
Even created excellence is fear-
ful to think of when it is so high
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she is, in the words of Scripture,
‘fair as the moon, bright as the
sun, and Zerrible as an army set in
array, what is she to the impenitent
sinner?



ON THE

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION

(4)
May 6
MARY IS THE ‘ DOMUS AUREA,
THE HOUSE OF GOLD

HY is she called a House?

And why is she called
Golden? Gold is the most beauti-
ful, the most valuable, of all metals.
Silver, copper, and steel may in
their way be made good to the
eye, but nothing is so rich, so
splendid, as gold. We have few
opportunities of seeing it in any
quantity ; but anyone who has
seen a large number of bright gold
coins knows how magnificent is
the look of gold. Hence it is that
in Scripture the Holy City is, by a
figure of speech, called Golden.
*The City, says St. John, ‘was
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the Co-equal Son of God, once
dwelt in her. He was her Guest;
nay, more than a guest, for a guest
comes into a house as well as leaves
it But our Lord was actually
born in this holy house. He took
His flesh and His blood from this
house, from the flesh, from the veins
of Mary. Rightly then was she
made to be of pure gold, because
she was to give of that gold to form
the body of the Son of God. She
was golden in her conception, golden
in her birth. She went through
the fire of her suffering like gold in
the furnace, and when she ascended
on high, she was, in the words of
our hymn,
Above all the Angels in glory untold,

Standing next to the King in a vesture
of gold.
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and winning, because holy persons
whom we fall in with, are not
always agreeable, and we cannot
like them, however we may revere
them and look up to them.

Now as to the first of these two
questions, we may grant that bad
men do not, cannot like good men ;
but our Blessed Virgin Mary is
called Amabilis, or lovable, as
being such to the ckidren of the
Church, not to those outside of it,
who know nothing about her ; and
no child of Holy Church but has
some remains of God’s grace in his
soul which makes him sufficiently
like her, however greatly wanting
he may be, to allow of his being
able to love her. So we may lct
this question pass.

But as to the second question,
viz, How are we sure that our
Lady, when she was on earth,
attracted people round her, and
made them love her merely because
she was holy P—considering that
holy people sometimes have not
that gift of drawing others to
them.

To explain this point we must

D
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simply that she was angelic and
heavenly.

Of course her face was most
beautiful ; but we should not be
.able to recollect whether it was
beautiful or not; we should not
recollect any of her features, be-
cause it was her beautiful sinless
soul, which looked through her
eyes, and spoke through her mouth,
and was heard in her voice, and
compassed her all about; when
she was still, or when she walked,
whether she smiled, or was sad, her
sinless soul, this it was which
would draw all those to her who
had any grace in them, any remains
of grace, any love of holy things.
There was a divine music in all
she said and did—in her mien, her
air, her deportment, that charmed
every true heart that came near
her. Her innocence, her humility
and modesty, her simplicity, sin-
cerity, and truthfulness, her unsel-
fishness, her unaffected interest in
everyone who came to her, her
purity—it was these qualities which
made her so lovable; and were

we to see her now, neither our first
D2
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thought nor our second thought
would be, what she could do for us
with her Son (though she can do
so much), but our first thought
would be, ‘Oh, how beautiful!’
and our second thought would be,
" ¢Oh, what ugly hateful creatures
are wel’



DUPLICATE FOR THE SAME
DAY

ON THE

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION

(5)
May 7

MARY IS THE ¢ R0OS4 MYSTICA,
THE MYSTICAL ROSE'!

OW did Mary become the
Rosa Mystica, the choice,
delicate, perfect flower of God’s
spiritual creation? It was by being
born, nurtured and sheltered in the
mystical garden or Paradise of God.
Scripture makes use of the figure
of a garden, when it would speak
of heaven and its blessed inhabi-
tants. A garden is a spot of ground
set apart for trees and plants, all
! This was written and used in 1874, but

the following year it was superseded, and
¢ Sancta Maria ’ was written and added instead.
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shall we say of the Eternal God
(if we may safely speak of Him at
all) but that He, because He is
eternal, is ever young, without a
beginning, and therefore without
change, and, in the fulness and
perfection of His incomprehensible
attributes, now just what He was a
million years ago? He is truly
called in Scripture the ¢ Ancient of
Days,’ and is therefore infinitely
venerable ; yet He needs not old
age to make him venerable; He
has really nothing of those human
attendants on venerableness which
the sacred writers are obliged
figuratively to ascribe to Him, in
order to make us feel that pro-
found abasement and reverential
awe which we ought to entertain at
the thought of Him.

And so of the great Mother of
God, as far as a creature can be
like the Creator; her ineffable
purity and utter freedom from any
shadow of sin, her Immaculate
Conception, her ever-virginity—
these her prerogatives (in spite of
her extreme youth at the time when
Gabriel came to her) are such as



36 THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION

to lead us to exclaim in the pro-
phetic words of Scripture, both
with awe and with exultation,
‘Thou art the glory of Jerusalem
and the joy of Israel ; thou art the
honour of our people; therefore
hath the hand of the Lord strength-
ened thee, and therefore art thou
blessed for ever.’



ON THE

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION

(1)
May 9

MARY IS ‘SANCTA MARIA)
THE HOLY MARY

OD alone can claim the attri-
bute of holiness. Hence we
say in the Hymn, ¢ Tu solus sanc-
tus) ‘Thou only art holy’ By
holiness we mean the absence of
whatever sullies, dims, and de-
grades a rational nature; all that
is most opposite and contrary to
sin and guilt.

We say that God alone is /4oy,
though in truth @/ His high attri-
butes are possessed by Him in that
fulness, that it may be truly said
that He alone has them. Thus, as
to goodness, our Lord said to the
young man, ‘ None is good but God
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ON THE

ANNUNCIATION

(1)
AMay 10

MARY IS THE ‘ REGINA
ANGELORUM,

THE QUEEN OF ANGELS

HIS great title may be fitly
connected with the Mater-
nity of Mary, that is, with the
coming upon her of the Holy Ghost
at Nazareth after the Angel
Gabriel’s annunciation to her, and
with the consequent birth of our
Lord at Bethlehem. She, as the
Mother of our Lord, comes nearer
to Him than any angel ; nearer
even than the Seraphim who sur-
round Him, and cry continually,
¢ Holy, Holy, Holy.’
The two Archangels who have a
¥
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dians of Mother and Child, then
and on other occasions.

First, St. John saw in vision ‘a
great sign in heaven’ (meaning
by ‘ heaven’ the Church, or King-
dom of God), ‘a woman clothed
with the sun, and with the moon
under her feet, and on her head a
crown of twelve stars’; and when
she was about to be delivered of her
Child there appeared ‘a great red
dragon,’ that is, the evil spirit,
ready ‘ to devour her son’ when He
should be born. The Son was
preserved by His own Divine
power, but next the evil spirit
persecuted her ; St. Michael, how-
ever, and his angels came to the
rescue and prevailed against him.

‘There was a great battle,’ says
the sacred writer; ¢Michael and
his Angels fought with the dragon,
and the dragon fought and his
angels ; and that great dragon was
cast out, the old serpent, who is
called the devil’ Now, as then,
the Blessed Mother of God has
hosts of angels who do her service;
and she is their Queen.

E2
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she is the Mirror of sanctity, holl-
ness, supernatural goodness.

Next, what is meant by calling
her a mirror? A mirror is a sur-
face which reflects, as still water,
polished steel, or a looking-glass.
What did Mary reflect? She
reflected our Lord—but He is
infinite Sanctity. She then, as far
as a creature could, reflected His
Divine sanctity, and therefore she
is the Mirror of Sanctity, or, as
the Litany says, of Justice.

Do we ask how she came to
reflect His Sanctity >—it was by
living with Him. We see every
day how like people get to each
other who live with those they love.
When they live with those whom
they don’t love, as, for instance, the
members of a family who quarrel
with each other, then the longer
they live together the more unlike
each other they become; but
when they love each other, as
husband and wife, parents and
children, brothers with brothers or
sisters, friends with friends, then
in course of time they get sur-
prisingly like each other. All of
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ANNUNCIATION

(3)
May 12
MARY IS THE ¢SEDES
SAPIENTIE,

THE SEAT OF WISDOM

ARY has this title in her
Litany, bccause the Son
of God, who is also called in
Scripture the Word and Wisdom
of God, once dwelt in her, and then,
after His birth of her, was carried
in her arms and seated in her lap
in His first years. Thus, being,
as it were, the human throne of
Him who reigns in heaven, she
is called the Seat of Wisdom. In
the poet’s words :—

His throne, thy bosom blest,
O Mother undefiled,
That Throne, if aught beneath the skies,
Beseems the sinless Child.

But the possession of her Son
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Son but the nature, the attributes,
the providence, and the works of
Almighty God? Would not our
Lord be ever glorifying the Father
who sent Him? Would He not
unfold to her the solemn eternal
decrees, and the purposes and will
of God? Would He not from
time to time enlighten her in all
those points of doctrine which have
been first discussed and then set-
tled in the Church from the time
of the Apostles till now, and all
that shall be till the end,—nay,
thesc, and far more than these?
All that is obscure, all that is frag-
mentary in revelation, would, so
far as the knowledge is possible to
man, be brought out to her in
clearness and simplicity by Him
who is the Light of the World.
And so of the events which are
to come. God spoke to the Pro-
Phets: we have His communica-
tions to them in Scripture. But
Me spoke to them in figure and
parable. There was one, viz.
Moses, to whom He vouchsafed
o speak face to face. ‘If therc
be among you a prophet of the
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(4)
May 13
MARY IS THE ‘JANUA CELL’
THE GATE OF HEAVEN

ARY is called the Gate of
Heaven, because it was
through her that our Lord passed
from heaven to ecarth. The Prophct
Ezechiel, prophesying of Mary,says,
‘The gate shall be closed, it shall
not be opencd, and no man shall
pass through it, since the Lord God
of Israel has entered through it—
and it shall be closed for the Prince,
the Prince Himself shall sit in it.’
Now this is fulfilled, not only
in our Lord having taken flesh
from her, and being her Son, but
moreover, in that she had a place
in the economy of Redemption ; it
is fulfilled in her spirit and will, as
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well as in her body. Eve had a
part in the fall of man, though it
was Adam who was our representa-
tive, and whose sin made us sinners.
It was Eve who began, and who
tempted Adam. Scripture says :
* The woman saw that the tree was
good to eat, and fair to the eyes,
and delightful to behold ; and
she took of the fruit thereof, and
did eat, and gave to her husband,
and he did eat’ It was fitting
then in God’s mercy that, as the
woman began the destruction of
the world, so woman should also
begin its recovery, and that, as Eve
opened the way for the fatal deed
of the first Adam, so Mary should
open the way for the great achieve-
ment of the second Adam, even
our Lord Jesus Christ, who came
to save the world by dying on the
cross for it. Hence Mary is called
by the holy Fathers a second and
a better Eve, as having taken
that first step in the salvation of
mankind which Eve took in its
ruin.

How, and when, did Mary take
part, and the initial part, in the
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world’s restoration ? It was when
the Angel Gabriel came to her
to announce to her the great
dignity which was to be her
portion. St. Paul bids us ‘¢ present
our bodies to God as a reasonable
service.” We must not only pray
with our lips, and fast, and do out-
ward penance, and be chaste in
our bodies; but we must be
obedient, and pure in our minds.
And so, as regards the Blessed
Virgin, it was God’s will that she
should undertake wi//ingly and
with full understanding to be the
Mother of our Lord, and not to be
a mere passive instrument whose
maternity would have no merit
and no reward. The higher our
gifts, the heavier our duties. It
was no light lot to be so inti-
mately near to the Redecmer of
men, as she experienced after-
wards when she suffered with
Him. Therefore, weighing well
the Angel’s words before giving
her answer to them—first she
asked whether so great an office
would be a forfeiture of that Vir-
ginity which she had vowed.



54 THE ANNUNCIATION

When the Angel told her no, then,
with the full consent of a full heart,
full of God’s love to her and her
own lowliness, she said, ‘ Behold
the handmaid of the Lord, be it
done unto me according to thy
word.” It was by this consent that
she became the Gate of Heaven.
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G
May 14

MARY IS THE ‘ MATER
CREATORIS,

THE MOTHER OF THE CREATOR

HIS is a title which, of all
others, we should have
thought it impossible for any
crcature to possess. At first sight
“we might be tempted to say that
it throws into confusion our pri-
mary ideas of the Creator and the
creature, the Eternal and the
temporal, the Self-subsisting and
the dependent ; and yet on further
consideration we shall see that we
cannot refuse the title to Mary
without denying the Divine Incar-
nation — that is, the great and
fundamental truth of revelation,
that God became man.
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the Mother, not of man only, but
of God. And since that time the
title of Mary, as Mother of God, has
become what is called a dogma, or
article of faith, in the Church.

But this leads us to a larger view
of the subject. Is this title as
given to Mary more wonderful
than the doctrine that God, with-
out ceasing to be God, should
become man? Is it more mysteri-
ous that Mary should be Mother
of God, than that God should be
man? Yet the latter, as I have
said, is the elementary truth of
revelation, witnessed by Prophets,
Evangelists, and Apostles all
through Scripture. And what can
be more consoling and joyful than
the wonderful promises which
follow from this truth, that Mary is
the Mother of God?—the great
wonder, namely, that we become
the brethren of our God ; that, if
we live well, and die in the grace
of God, we shall all of us hereafter
be taken up by our Incarnate God
to that place where angels dwell ;
that our bodies shall be raised from
the dust, and be taken to Heaven;

F
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that we shall be really united to
God ; that we shall be partakers of
the Divine nature; that each of
us, soul and body, shall be plunged
into the abyss of glory which sur-
rounds the Almighty; that we
shall see Him, and share His
blessedness, according to the text,
‘Whosoever shall do the will of
My Father that is in Heaven, the
same is My brother, and sister, and
mother’
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May 15
MARY IS THE ‘MATER CHRISTI)
TIIE MOTHER OF CHRIST

ACH of the titles of Mary has
its own special meaning
and drift, and may be made the
subject of a distinct meditation.
She is invoked by us as the
Mother of Christ. What is the
force of thus addressing her? It
is to bring belore us that she it is
who from the first was prophesied
of, and associated with the hopes
and prayers of all holy men, of all
true worshippers of God, of all who
‘looked for the redemption of
Israel’ in every age before that
redemption came.
Our Lord was called the Christ,
or the Messias, by the Jewish
F2
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out from age to age. He was to
come to set all things right. And
next to this great question which
occupied their minds,namely, W/ien
was He to come, was the question,
Wiho was to be His Mother? It
had been told them from the first,
not that He should come from
heaven, but that He should
be born of a Woman. At the
time of the fall of Adam, God
had said that the seed of the
Woman should bruise the Serpent’s
head. Who, then, was to be that
Woman thus significantly pointed
out to the fallen race of Adam?
At the end of many centuries, it
was further revealed to the Jews
that the great Messias, or Christ,
the seed of the Woman, should be
" born of their race, and of one
particular tribe of the twelve tribes
into which that race was divided.
From that time every woman of
that tribe hoped to have the great
privilege of hersclf being the
Mother of the Messias, or Christ ;
for it stood to reason, since He
was so great, the Mother must be
great, and good, and blessed too.
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declining the grace of such mater-
nity, she gained it by means of a
higher grace. And this is the full
meaning of St. Elizabeth’s words,
when the Blessed Virgin came to
visit her, which we use in the Hail
Mary : ‘Blessed art thou among
women, and blessed is the fruit of
thy womb.” And therefore it is
that in the Devotion called the
¢ Crown of Twelve Stars’ we give
praise to God the Holy Ghost,
through whom she was do#% Virgin
and Mother.
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first expressive of His Divine
Nature, the second of His Human,
the third of His Personal Office.
Thus the Angel who appeared
to Mary called Him the Son of
God ; the Angel who appeared to
Joseph called Him Jesus, which
means in English, Saviour ; and so
the Angels, too, called Him a
Saviour when they appeared to
the shepherds. But He Himself
specially calls Himself the Son of
Man.

Not Angels only call Him
Saviour, but those two greatest of
the Apostles, St. Peter and St
Paul, in their first preachings. St.
Peter says He is ‘a Prince and a
Saviour, and St. Paul says, ‘a
Saviour, Jesus.” And both Angels
and Apostles tell us why He is so
called —because He has rescued us
from the power of the evil spirit,
and from the guilt and misery of
our sins. Thus the Angel says to
Joseph, ¢ Thou shalt call His name
Jesus, for He shall save His people
from their sizs’; and St. Peter,-
*God has exalted Him to be
Prince and Saviour, to give repent-
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earth, Certainly He came, not
simply to be the Son of Mary, but
to be the Saviour of Man, and
therefore at length He parted from
her. She knew tken what it was
to be the mother of a soldier. He
left her side; she saw Him no
longer ; she tried in vain to get
near Him. He had for years lived
in her embrace, and after that, at
least in her dwelling—but now, in
His own words,  The Son of Man
had not where to lay His head’
And then, when years had run
out, she heard of His arrest, His
mock trial, and His passion. At
last she got near Him—when and
where >—on the way to Calvary:
and when He had been lifted upon
the Cross. And at length she
held Him again in her arms;
yes—when He was dead. True,
He rose from the dead ; but still
she did not thercby gain Him,
for He ascended on high, and she
did not at once follow Him. No,
she remained on earth many years
—in the care, indeed, of His dearest
Apostle, St. John. But what was
even the holiest of men compared



68 THE ANNUNCIATION

with her own Son, and Him the
Son of God? O Holy Mary,
Mother of our Saviour, in this
meditation we have now suddenly
passed from the Joyful Mysteries
to the Sorrowful, from Gabriel’s
Annunciation to thee, to the Seven
Dolours. That then, will be the
next scries of Meditations which
we make about thee.
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OUR LADY’S DOLOURS

(1)
May 17
MARY IS THE ‘ REGINA
MARTYRUM,

THE QUEEN OF MARTYRS!

HY is she so called ?—she

who never had any blow,

or wound, or other injury to her
consecrated person. How can she
be exalted over those whose bodies
suffered the most ruthless violences
and the keenest torments for our
Lord’s sake ? She is,indeed, Queen
of all Saints, of those who ¢walk
with Christ in white, for they are
worthy’; but how of those ‘who

! From this day to the end of the month,
being the Novena and Octave of St. Philip,
the Meditations are shorter than the foregoing.
J-H.N.
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the thought of it with a bloody
sweat, His soul thus acting upon
His body, does not this show how
great mental pain can be? and
would it have been wonderful
though Mary’s head and heart had
given way as she stood under His
Cross?

Thus is she most truly the Queen
of Martyrs.
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(2)
May 18
MARY IS THE ‘VAS INSIGNE
DEVOTIONIS,

THE MOST DEVOUT VIRGIN

O be devout is to be devoted.
We know what is meant by
a devoted wife or daughter. It is
one whose thoughts centre in the
person so deeply loved, so tenderly
cherished. She follows him about
with her eyes; she is ever secking
some mcans of serving him ; and,
if her services arc very small in
their character, that only shows
how intimate they arc, and how
incessant. And especially if the
object of her love be weak, or
in pain, or near to die, still
more intenscly does she live in
his life, and know nothing but
him.
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This intense devotion towards
our Lord, forgetting self in love for
Him, is instanced in St. Paul, who
says, ‘I know nothing but Jesus
Christ and Him crucified” And
again, ‘I live, [yet] now not I, but
Christ liveth in me; and [the life]
that I now live in the flesh, I lve
in the faith of the Son of God, who
loved me, and delivered Himself
for me.’!

But great as was St. Paul’s
devotion to our Lord, much greater
was that of the Blessed Virgin;
because she was His Mother, and
because she had Him and all
His sufferings actually before her
eyes, and because she had the
long intimacy of thirty years with
Him, and because she was from her
special sanctity so ineffably near
to Him in spirit. When, then, He
was mocked, bruised, scourged,
and nailed to the Cross, she felt as
keenly as if every indignity and
torture inflicted on Him was

! ¢ Vivo autem, jam non ego : vivit vero in
me Christus. Quod autem nunc vivo in
carne : in fide vivo Filii Dei, qui dilexit me,
et tradidit semetipsum pro me.” (Gal. ii. 20.)

G
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struck at herself. She could have
cricd out in agony at every pang
of His.

This is called her compassion, or
her suffering with her Son, and it
arosc from this that she was the
‘Vas insigne devotionis.
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(3)
May 19
MARY IS THE ¢ VA4S
HONORABILE,)

THE VESSEL OF HONOUR

T. PAUL calls elect souls
vessels of honour : of honour,
because they are elect or chosen ;
and vessels, because, through the
love of God, they are filled with
God’s heavenly and holy grace.
How much more then is Mary a
vessel of honour by reason of her
having within her, not only the
grace of God, but the very Son
of God, formed as regards His
flesh and blood out of her !

But this title ¢/%onorabile} as
applied to Mary, admits of a
further and special meaning. She
was a martyr without the rude

dishonour which accompanied the
G2
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signs of this intimate martyrdom ;
she stood up, still, collected,
motionless, solitary, under the Cross
of her Son, surrounded by Angels,
and shrouded in her virginal
sanctity from the notice of all who
were taking part in His Cruci-
fixion.
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These visions consoled and
strengthened the Blessed Virgin in
all her sorrows. The Angels who
were around her understood her,
and she understood them, with a
directness which is not to be
expected in their intercourse with
us who have inherited from Adam
the taint of sin. Doubtless; but still
let us never forget that as she in her
sorrows was comforted by Angels,
so it is our privilege in the many
trials of life to be comforted, in
our degree, by the same heavenly
messengers of the Most High;
nay, by Almighty God Himself,
the third Person of the Holy
Trinity, who has taken on Himself
the office of being our Paraclete,
or Present Help.

Let all those who are in trouble
take this comfort to themselves, if
they are trying to lead a spiritual
life. If they call on God, He will
answer them. Though they have
no earthly friend, they have Him,
who, as He felt for His Mother
when He was on the Cross, now
that He is in His glory feels for the
lowest and feeblest of His people.
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And this too is why the Blessed
Virgin is the comforter of the
afflicted. We all know how special
a mother’s consolation is, and we
are allowed to call Mary our
Mother from the time that our
Lord from the Cross established
the relation of mother and son
between her and St. John. And she
especially can console us because
she suffered more than mothers in
general. Women, at least delicate
women, are commonly shielded
from rude expcrience of the high-
ways of the world ; but she, after
our Lord’s Ascension, was sent out
into foreign lands almost as the
Apostles were, a sheep among
wolves. In spite of all St. John’s
care of her, which was as great as
was St. Joseph’s in her younger
days, she, more than all the saints
of God, was a stranger and a
pilgrim upon earth, in proportion
to her greater love of Him who
/ad been on earth, and had gone
away. As, when our Lord was an
Infant, she had to flee across the
desert to the heathen Egypt, so,
when He had ascended on high,
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she had to go on shipboard to the
heathen Ephesus, where she lived
and died.

O ye who are in the midst of
rude neighbours, or scoffing com-
panions, or of wicked acquaintance,
or of spiteful enemies, and are help-
less, invoke the aid of Mary by the
memory of her own sufferings
among the hcathen Greeks and the
heathen Egyptians



OUR I.ADY’'S DOLOURS

(6)
May 22
MARY IS THE ¢VI/RGO PRUDEN.
TISSIMA,)

THE MOST PRUDENT VIRGIN

T may not appear at first sight
how the virtue of prudence is
connected with the trials and sor-
rows of our Lady’s life; yet there
is a point of view from which we
are reminded of her prudence by
thosc trials. It must be recollected
that she is not only the great in-
stance of the contemplative life, but
also of the practical; and the
practical life is at once a life of
penance and of prudence, if it is to
be well discharged. Now Mary
was as full of external work and
hard service as any Sister of Charity
at this day. Of course her duties
varied according to the seasons of
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and in consequence she was full of
merit. All her acts were perfect,
all were the best that could be done.
Now, always to be awake, guarded,
fervent, so as to be able to act not
only without sin, but in the best
possible way, in the varying cir-
cumstances of each day, denotes a
life of untiring mindfulness. But
of such a life, Prudence is the pre-
siding virtue. It is, then, through
the pains and sorrows of her earthly
pilgrimage that we are able to
invoke her as the Virgo pruden-
tissima.
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)
May 23
MARY IS THE ¢ ZURRIS
EBURNEA,

THE IVORY TOWER

TOWER is a fabric which

rises higher and more con-
spicuous than other objects in
its ncighbourhood. Thus, when
we say a man ‘towers’ over his
fellows, we mean to signify that
they look small in comparison of
him. _

This quality of greatness is
instanced in the Blessed Virgin
Though she suffered more keen
and intimatc anguish at our Lord’s
Passion and Crucifixion than any
of the Apostles by rcason of her
being Ilis Mother, yet consider
how much more noble she was
amid hcr deep distress than they
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were. When eur Lord underwent
His agony, they slept for sorrow.
They could not wrestle with thcir
deep disappointment and despond-
ency ; they could not master it ; it
confused, numbed, and overcamec
their senses. And soon after, when
St. Peter was asked by bystanders
whether he was not one of our
Lord’s disciples, he denied it.

Nor was he alone in this
cowardice. The Apostles, one and
all, forsook our Lord and fled,
though St. John returned. Nay,
still further, they even lost faith in
Him, and thought all the great
expectations which He had raised
in them had ended in a failure,
How different this even from the
brave conduct of St. Mary Mag-
dalen! and still more from that of
the Virgin Mother! It is ex-
pressly noted of her that she stood
by the Cross. She did not grovel
in the dust, -but stood wupright
to receive the blows, the stabs,
which the long Passion of her
Son inflicted upon her every
mornent.

In this magnanimity and gene-



88 OUR LADY'S DOLOURS

rosity in suffering she is, as com-
pared with the Apaostles, fitly
imaged asa Zower. Buttowers, it
may be said, are huge, rough, heavy,
obtrusive, graceless structures, for
the purposes of war, not of peace ;
with nothing of the beautifulness,
refinement, and finish which are
conspicuous in Mary. It is true:
therefore she is called the Tower
of Jvory, to suggest to us, by the
brightness, purity, and exquisite-
ness of that material, how trans-
cendent is the loveliness and the
gentleness of the Mother of God.
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MARY IS THE ¢SANCTA DEI
GENITRIX,

THE HOLY MOTHER OF GOD

S soon as we apprehend by
faith the great fundamental

truth that Mary is the Mother of
God, other wonderful truths follow
in its train; and one of these is
that she was exempt from the
ordinary lot of mortals, witich is not
only to die, but to become earth to
earth, ashes to ashes, dust to dust.
Die she must, and die she did, as
her Divine Son died, for He was
man; but various reasons have
approved themselves to holy
writers, why, although her body
was for a while separated from her

II
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should have been thus favoured,
and not God’s own Mother? Had
she not a claim on the love of her
Son to have what any others had ?
Was she not nearer to Him than
the greatest of the Saints before
her? And is it conceivable that
the law of the grave should admit
of relaxation in their case, and not
in hers ? Therefore we confidently
say that our Lord, having pre-
served her from sin and the con-
sequences of sin by His Passion,
lost no time in pouring out the
full merits of that Passion upon
her body as well as her soul.
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(2)
May 25
MARY IS THE ‘MATER
INTEMERATA,

THE SINLESS MOTHER

———

NOTHER consideration
which has led devout minds
to believe in the Assumption of
our Lady into heaven after her
death, without waiting for the
general resurrection at the last day,
is furnished by the doctrine of her
Immaculate Conception.

By her Immaculate Conception
is meant, that not only did she never
commit any sin whatever, even
venial, in thought, word, or decd,
but further than this, that the guilt
of Adam, or what is called original
sin, never was her guilt, as it is the
guilt attaching to all other descen-
dants of Adam.
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By her Assumption is meant
that not only her soul, but her
body also, was taken up to heaven
upon her death, so that there was
no long period of her sleeping in
the grave, as is the case with
others, even great Saints, who wait
for the last day for the resurrection
of their bodies.

One reason for believing in our
I.ady’s Assumption is that her
Divine Son loved her too much to
let her body remain in the grave.
A second reason—that now before
us—is this, that she was not only
dear to our Lord as a mother is
dear to a son, but also that she
was so transcendently holy, so
full, so overflowing with grace.
Adam and Eve were created up-
right and sinless, and had a large
measure of God’s grace bestowed
upon them ; and, in consequence,
their bodies would never have
crumbled into dust, had they not
sinned ; upon which it was said
to them, ¢‘Dust thou art, and
unto dust thou shalt return’ If
Eve, the beautiful daughter of
God, never would have become
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(3)
May 26
MARY IS THE ‘ROSA MYSTICA,
TIHE MYSTICAL ROSE

ARY is the most beautiful
flower that ever was seen
in the spiritual world. It is by the
power of God’s grace that from
this barren and desolate earth there
have ever sprung up at all flowers
of holiness and glory. And Mary
is the Queen of them. She is the
Queen of spiritual flowers; and
therefore she is called the Rose, for
the rose is fitly called of all flowers
the most beautiful.

But morcover, she is the A/ystical,
or /itdden Rose ; for mystical means
hidden. How is she now ¢ hidden’
from us more than are other saints ?
What means this singular appella-






ROSA MYSTICA 97

Mark as generally known. Chris-
tians from the earliest times went
from other countries to Jerusalem
to see the holy places. And, when
the time of persecution was over,
they paid still more attention to
the bodies of the Saints, as of St.
Stephen, St. Mark, St. Barnabas,
St. Peter, St. Paul, and other
Apostles and Martyrs. These
were transported to great cities,
and portions of them sent to this
place or that. Thus, from the -
first to this day it has been a great
fcature and characteristic of the
Church to be most tender and
reverent towards the bodies of the
Saints. Now, if there was anyonc
who more than all would be pre-
ciously taken care of, it would be
our Lady, Why then do we hear
nothing of the Blessed Virgin’s
body and its separate relics? Why
is she thus the Zzdden Rose ? Is it
conceivable that they who had been
so reverent and careful of the bodies
of the Saints and Martyrs should
neglect her—her who was the
Queenof Martyrs and the Queen of
Saints, who was the very Mother
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of our Lord? It is impossible.
Why then is shc thus the Aid-
den Rose? Plainly because that
sacred body is in heaven, not on
earth.
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(4)
May 27
MARY IS THE ¢ TURRIS
DAVIDICA,

THE TOWER OF DAVID

TOWER in its simplest idea
is a fabric for defence
against cnemies. David, King of
Isracl, built for this purpose a
notable tower; and as he is a
figure or type of our Lord, so is his
tower a figure denoting our Lord’s
Virgin Mother.

She is called the Zvwer of David
because she had so signally ful-
filled the office of defending her
Divine Son from the assaults of
His foes. It is customary with
those who are not Catholics to
fancy that the honours we pay to
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Christ as true God and truc
Man, as firmly as ever she did;
and strange indeed would it be,
if it ever happened otherwise.
Thus Mary is the ‘Tower of
David’
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wonderful world. Thereis a power
which avails -to alter and subdue
this visible world, and to suspend
and counteract its laws; that is,
the world of Angels and Saints, of
Holy Church and her children ;
and the weapon by which they
master its laws is the power of
prayer.

By prayer all this may be done,
which naturally is impossible. Noe
prayed, and God said that there
never again should be a flood to
drown the race of man. Moses
prayed, and ten grievous plagues
fell upon the land of Egypt. Josue
prayed, and the sun stvod still
Samuel prayed, and thunder and
rain came in wheat harvest.
Elias prayed, and brought down
fire from heaven. Eliseus prayed,
and the dead came to life, Eze-
chias prayed and the vast army of
the Assyrians was smitten and
perished.

This is why the Blessed Virgin
is called Powerful—nay, some-
times, A//-powerful, because she
has, more than anyone else, more
than all Angels and Saints, this
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(6)
May 29
MARY IS THE ‘AUXILIUM
CHRISTIANORUM,

THE HELP OF CHRISTIANS

UR glorious Queen, since her
Assumption on high, has
been the minister of numberless
services to the elect people of God
upon earth, and to His Holy
Church. This title of ‘Help of
Christians’ relates to those services
of which the Divine Office, while
recording and referring to the occa-
sion on which it was given her,
recounts five, connecting them
more or less with the Rosary.

The first was on the first institu-
tion of the Devotion of the Rosary
by St. Dominic, when, with the
aid of the Blessed Virgin, he
succeeded in arresting and over-

I
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The fourth instance of her aid
was the victory over the innumer-
able force of the same Turks in
Hungary on the Feast of St. Mary
ad Nives, in answer to the solemn
supplication of the Confraternities
of the Rosary; on occasion of
which Popes Clement XI. and
Benedict XIII. gave fresh honour
and privilege to the Devotion of
the Rosary.

And the fifth was her restoration
of the Pope’s temporal power, at
the beginning of this century, after
Napoleon the First, Emperor of the
French, had taken it from the Holy
See ; on which occasion Pope Pius
VII set apart May 24, the day
of this mercy, as the Feast of the
Help of Christians, for a perpetual
thanksgiving.

12
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and His covenant with His crea-
tures. He has given His word
that, if we will take Him for our
portion and put ourselves into His
hands, He will guide us through
all trials and temptations, and bring
us safe to heaven. And to en-
courage and inspirit us, He reminds
us, in various passages of Scripture
that He is the faithful God, the
Jaithful Creator.

And so, His true saints and
servants have the special title of
¢ Faithful, as being true to Him as
He is to them; as being simply
obedient to his will, zealous for His
honour, observant of the sacred
interests which He has committed
to their keeping. Thus Abraham
is called the Faithful ; Moses is
declared to be faithful in all his
house ; David, on this account, is
called the ‘man after God’s own
heart’; St. Paul returns thanks
that ¢ God accounted him faithful’;
and, at the last day, God will say
to all those who have well employed
their talents, ¢ Well done, good and
faithful servant.’

Mary, in like manner, is pre-
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®)
May 31

MARY IS THE ‘S7TELLA
MATUTINA,)

THE MORNING STAR—AFTER THE
DARK NIGHT, BUT ALWAYS
HERALDING THE SUN

HAT is the nearest ap-
proach in the way of
symbols, in this world of sight and
sense, to represent to us the glories
of that higher world which is
beyond our bodily perceptions?
What are the truest tokens and
promises here, poor though they
may be, of what one day we hope
to see hereafter, as being beautiful
and rare? Whatever they may
be, surely the Blessed Mpther of
God may claim them as her own.
And so it is; two of them are
ascribed to her as her titles, in her
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our Redeemer, and she glorifies
Him. When she appears in the
darkness, we know that He is close
at hand. He is Alpha and Omega,
the First and the Last, the Begin-
ning and the End. Behold He
comes quickly, and His reward is
with Him, to render to everyonc
according to his works. “Surely I
come quickly. Amen. Come, Lord
Jesus’






MEMORANDUM

-ON THE IMMACULATE
CONCEPTION'!

I

1. TT is so difficult for me to
enter into the feelings of

a person who #nderstands the doc-
trine of the Immaculate Concep-
tion, and yet objects to it, that I
am diffident about attempting to
speak on the subject. I was ac-
cused of holding it, in one of the

! This Memorandum is given as written
off by the Cardinal for Mr. R. I. Wilberforce,
formerly Archdeacon Wilberforce, to aid him
in meeting the objections urged by some
Protestant friends against the doctrine of the
Immaculate Conception. The sfalics are the
Cardinal’s.

The Memorandum and the Extract whicl:
follows are inserted as an endeavour to par-
tially meet the Cardinal’s wish that an instruc-
tion on the subject of each of the four portions
of the Litany should accompany each division ;
a wish which the Cardinal could not himself
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her from the first moment of her
existence.

4. We do not say that she did
not owe her salvation to the death
of her Son.  Just the contrary, we
say that she, of all mere children
of Adam, is in the truest sense the
fruit and the purchase of His Pas-
sion. He has done for her more
than for anyone else. To others
He gives grace and regeneration
at a pornt in their earthly exist-
ence; to her, from the very begin-
ning. )
5. We do not make her nature
different from others. Though, as
St. Austin says, we do not like to
name her in the same breath with
mention of sin, yet, certainly she
would have been a frail bcing, like
Eve, without the grace of God. A
more abundant gift of grace made
her what she was from the first.
It was not her zature which secured
her perseverance, but the excess of
grace which hindered Natureacting
as Nature ever will act. There is
no difference in £ind between her
and us, though an inconceivable
difference of degree. She and we






'MEMORANDUM 119

tant version, ‘incomprchensible’).
Bishop Bull, though defending the
ante-Nicene Fathers, says that itis
a marvel that ‘nearly all of them
have the appearance of being
zgnovant of the invisibility and
immensity of the Son of God.’
Do I for a moment think they
were ignorant? No, but that they
spoke #nconsistently, because they
were opposing other errors, and
did not observe what they said.
When the heretic Arius arose, and
they saw the use which was made
of their admissions, the Fathers re-
tracted them.

(2) The great Fathers of the
fourth century seem, most of them,
to consider our Lord in His
human nature Zgnorant,and to have
grown in knowledge, as St. Luke
seems to say. This doctrine was
anathematized by the Church in
the next century, when the Mono-
physites arose.

(3) In like manner, therc are
Fathers who seem to deny original
sin, eternal punishment, &c.

(4) Further, the famous symbol
¢ Consubstantial,’ as applied to the
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found in St Justin, St. Irenaus,
and Tertullian, three of the earliest
TFathers, and in three distinct con-
tinents—Gaul, Africa, and Syria.
For instance, ‘the knot formed by
Eve’s disobedience was untied by
the obedience of Mary; that what
the Virgin Eve tied through un-
belief, that the Virgin Mary unties
through faith.” Again, ‘ The Vir-
gin Mary becomes the Advocate
(Paraclete) of the Virgin Eve, that
as mankind has been bound to
death through a Virgin, through a
Virgin it may be saved, the balance
being preserved, a Virgin’s disobe-
dience by a Virgin’s obedience’
(St. Irenxus, Her. v. 19). Again,
¢As Eve, becoming disobedient,
became ke cause of death to her-
self and o all mankind, so Mary,
too, bearing the predestined Man,
and yet a Virgin, being obedient,
became the CAUSE OF SALVATION
both to herself and to all mankind.’
Again, ‘Eve being a Virgin, and
incorrupt, bore disobedience and
decath, but Mary the Virgin, re-
ceiving faith and joy, when
Gabriel the Angel evangelised her,
K
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This is the white way, as our Lord’s
own special way is the red way,
viz. of atoning Sacrifice.

3. Further still, what light these
passages cast on two texts of
Scripture. Qur reading is, ¢ Ske
shall bruise thy head.” Now, this
fact alone of our reading, ‘Shec
shall bruise, has some weight, for
why should not, perhaps, our read-
ing be the right onc? But take
the comparison of Scripture with
Scripture, and see how the whole
hangs together as we interpret it.
A war between a woman and the
serpent is spoken of in Genesis.
Who is the serpent?  Scripture
nowhere says till the twelfth chapter
of the Apocalypse. There at last,
for the first time, the ¢ Serpent’ is
interpreted to mean the Evil Spirit.
Now, kow is he introduced? Why,
by the vision agasn of a Woman,
his enemy—and just as, in the first
vision in Genesis, the Woman has a
‘seed,’ so here a ‘Child” Can we
help saying, then, that the Woman
is Mary in the third of Genesis?
And if so, and our reading is right

the first prophccy ever given con-
K2
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not go off in such a wonderful agi-
tation, like a horse shying at he
does not know what. Consider
what I have said. Is it, after all,
certainly irrational? is it certainly
against Scripture? is it certainly
against the primitive Fathers? is
it certaznly idolatrous? I cannot
help smiling as I put the questions.
Rather, may not something be said
for it from reason, from piety, from
antiquity, from the inspired text?
You may see no reason at all to
believe the voice of the Church;
you may not yet have attained to
faith in it—but what on earth this
doctrine has to do with skaking
your faith in her, if you have faith,
or in sending you to the right-
about if you are beginning to think
she may be from God, is more than
my mind can comprehend. Many,
many doctrines are far harder than
the Immaculate Conception. The
doctrine of Original Sin is indefi-
nitely harder. Mary just has »oz
this difficulty. It is #o difficulty
to believe that a soul is united to
the flesh without original sin; the
great mystery is that any, that
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EXTRACT FROM SERMON!

referred to in footnote, page 116,
delivered at Oxford,
Marck 25, 1832 -

Who can estimate the holiness and
perfection of her, who was chosen to be
the Mother of Christ ? If to him that
hath, more is given, and holiness and
divine favour go together (and this we
are expressly told), what must have
been the transcendent purity of her,
whom the Creator Spirit condescended
to overshadow with His miraculous
presence? What must have been her
gifts, who was chosen to be the only
near earthly relative of the Son of God,
the only one whom He was bound by
nature to revere and look up to; the
one appointed to train and educate
Him, to instruct Him day by day, as
He grew in wisdom and stature? This
contemplation runs to a higher subject,
did we dare to follow it ; for what, think
you, was the sanctified state of that
human nature, of which God formed
His sinless Son ; knowing, as we do,
that ‘that which is born of the flesh is
flesh,’” and that ‘none can bring a clean
thing out of an unclean’? . . .

. . . Nothing is so calculated to im-

' Newman’s Parockial and Plain Sermons,
Serm. xii. vol. ii. published 1835.
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press on our minds that Christ is really
partaker of our nature, and in all re-
spects man, save sin only, as to asso-
ciate Him with the thought of her, by
whose ministration He became our
Brother.



NOVENA

oF
ST. PHILIP

Being Nine Addresses and Prayers in preparation

for his Feast. The substance of these Addresses is

taken from Bacci's * Life of St. Philip,' translated by
Father Faker.






NOVENA OF ST. PHILIP

(1)
May 17
PHILIP'S HUMILITY !

F Philip heard of anyone hav-

ing committed a crime, he

would say, ‘Thank God that I
have not done worse.’

At confession he would shed
abundance of tears, and say, ¢ I have
never done a good action.’

When a penitent showed that
she could not bear the rudeness
shown towards him by certain
persons who were under great
obligations to him, he answered
her, ¢ If I were humble, God would
not send this to me.’

When one of his spiritual chil-

! May, 1875. Asfaras I can recollect, I
think I took the idea of these subjects and
prayers from the Raccolta Prayers, d¢fore they
were in the Raccolta; else, I should have

taken the Raccolta Prayers as they actually
stand there.—-J. H. N.
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dren said to him, ¢ Father, I wish to
have something of yours.for devo-
tion, for I know you are a Saint,
he turned to her with a face full of
anger, and broke out into these
words : * Begone withyou! I am a
devil, and not a saint.’

To another who said to him,
¢ Father, a temptation has come to
me to think that you are not what
the world takes you for,” he made
answer : ¢ Be sure of this, that I am
a man like my neighbours, and no-
thing more.’

If he heard of any who had a
good opinion of him, he used to
say, ‘O poor me! how many poor
girls will be greater in Paradise
than I shall be!’

He avoided all marks of honour.
He could not bear to receive any
signs of respect. When people
wished to touch his clothes, and
knelt as he passed by, he used to
say, ‘Get up ! get out of my way !’
He did not like people to kiss his
hand ; though he sometimes let
them do so, lest he should hurt their
feelings. )
~ He was an enemy to all rivalry
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and contention. He always took
in good part everything that was
said of him. He had a particular
dislike of affectation, whether in
speaking, or in dressing, or in any-
thing else.

He could not bear two-faced
persons ; as for liars, he could not
endure them, and was continu-
ally reminding his spiritual children
to avoid them as they would a
pestilence.

He always asked advice, even on
affairs of minor importance. His
constant counsel to his penitents
was, that they should not trust in
themselves, but always take the
advice of others, and get as many
prayers as they could.

He took great pleasure in being
lightly estcemed, nay, even de-
spised.

He had a most pleasant manncr
of transacting business with others,
great swcetness in conversation,
and was full of compassion and
consideration.

He had always adislike to speak
of himself. The phrases ¢ 7 said, * /
did, were rarely in his mouth. He
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from my Lord and Saviour, this
fair virtue by thy prayers. How
haughty are my thoughts, how
contemptuous are my words, how
ambitious are my works. Gain
for me that low estecm of self with
which thou wast gifted; obtain
for me a knowledge of my own
nothingness, that I may rejoice
when I am despised, and ever seek
to be great only in the cycs of my
God and Judge.
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(2)
May 18

PHILIP’'S DEVOTION

HE inward flame of devotion

in Philip was so intense

that he sometimes fainted in con-

scquence of it, or was forced to

throw himsclf upon his bed, under
the sickness of divine love.

Wlen he was young he some-
times felt this divine fervour so
vchemently as to be unable to
contain himself, throwing himself
as if in agony on the ground
and crying out, ‘ No more, Iord,
no more.’

What St. Paul says of himsclf
scemed to be fulfilled in Philip
‘I am filled with consolation—I
over-abound with joy.’

Yet, though he cenjoyed such
sweetnesses, he used to say that he
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wished to serve God, not out of
interest—that is, because there was
pleasure in it—but out of pure love,
even though he felt no gratifica-
tion in loving Him.

When he was a layman, he
communicated cvery morning.
When he was old, he had frequent
ecstasies during his Mass.

Hence it is customary in pic-
tures of Philip to paint him in red
vestments, to rccord his ardent
desire to shed his blood for the
love of Christ.

He was so devoted to his Lord
and Saviour that he was always
pronouncing the name of Jesus
with unspeakable swcetness. Ile
had also an extraordinary pleasure
in saying the Creed, and he was so
fond of the ‘Our Father’ that he
lingered on each petition in such a
way that it scemed as if he never
would get through them.

He had such a devotion to the
Blessed Sacrament that, when he
was ill, he could not sleep till he
had communicated.

When he was rcading or medi-
tating on the Passion he was seen

L
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the right answer, and had to take
a turn or two up and down the
room before he fully came to him-
self.

If he gave way to his habit of
prayer in the most trifling degree,
he immediately became lost in
contemplation.

It was necessary to distract
him lest this continual stretch of
mind should be prejudicial to his
health.

Before transacting business, how-
ever trivial, he always prayed;
when asked a question, he never
answered till he had recollected
himself.

He began praying when he
went to bed, and as soon as he
awoke, and he did not usually
sleep more than four, or at the
most five hours.

Sometimes, if anyone showced
that he had observed that Philip
went to bed late or rose early in
order to pray, he would answer,
‘ Paradise is not made for slug-
gards.’

He was more than ordinarily
intent on prayer at the more
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time he had a supernatural pal-
pitation of the heart.

He used to say that when our
prayers are in the way of being
granted, we must not leave off, but
pray as fervently as before.

He especially recommended be-
ginners to meditate on the four
last things, and used to say that
he who does not in his thoughts
and fears go down to hell in his
lifetime, runs a great risk of going
there when he dies.

When he wished to show the
necessity of prayer, he said that a
man without prayer was an animal
without reason.

Many of his disciples improved
greatly in this exercise—not
religious only, but secular persons,
artisans, merchants, physicians,
lawyers, and courtiers—and be-
came such men of prayer as to
receive extraordinary favours from
God

PRAYER

HILIP, my holy. Patron, teach
me by thy example, and
gain for me by thy intercessions
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(4)
May 20

PHILIP’S PURITY

HILIP well knowing the
pleasure which God takes in
cleanness of heart, had no sooncr
come to years of discretion, and to
the power of distinguishing between
good and evil, than he set himsclf
to wage war against the evils and
suggestions of his encmy, and
never rested till he had gained the
victory. Thus, notwithstanding he
lived in the world when young, and
met with all kinds of persons, he
preserved his virginity spotless in
those dangerous years of his life.
No word was ever heard from
his lips which would offend the
most severe modesty, and in his
dress, his carriage, and countenance,
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that the two poor wretches who
were in the room did not dare to
speak to him, and at last them-
selves left him and gave him a way
to escape.

His virginal purity shone out of
his countenance. His eyes were
so clear and bright, even to the last
years of his life, that no painter
ever succeeded in giving the ex-
pression of them, and it was not
easy for anyone to keep looking on
him for any length of time, for he
dazzled them like an Angel of
Paradise.

Moreover, his body, even in his
old age, emitted a fragrance which,
even in his decrepit old age, re-
freshed those who came near him ;
and many said that they felt devo-
tion infused into them by the mere
smell of his hands.

As to the opposite vicee The
ill odour of it was not to the Saint
a mere figure of speech, but a
reality, so that he could detect
those whose souls were blackened
by it; and he used to say that
it was so horrible that nothing in
the world could equal it, nothing, in
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fair virtue beamed from thine eyes,
shone in thy hands, and was frag-
rant in thy breath, obtain for me
that gift from the Holy Ghost,
that neither the words nor the
example of sinners may ever make
any impression on my soul. And,
since it is by avoiding occasions of
sin, by prayer, by keeping myself
employed, and by the frequent use
of the Sacraments that my drcad
enemy must be subdued, gain for
me the grace to persevere in these
necessary observances.
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Seeing a butcher wound a dog
with one of his knives, he could
not contain himself, and had great
difficulty in keeping himself cool.

He could not bear the slightest
cruelty to be shown to brute ani-
mals under any pretext whatever.
If a bird came into the room, he
would have the window opened
that it might not be caught.

PRAYER

HILIP, my glorious Advocate,
teach me to look at all I see
around me after thy pattern as
the creatures of God. Let me
never forget that the same God
who made me made the whole
world, and all men and all animals
that are in it. Gain me the grace
to love all God’s works for God’s
sake, and all men for the sake of
my Lord and Saviour who has
redeemed them by the Cross. And
especially let me be tender and
compassionate and loving towards
all Christians, as my brethren in
grace. And do thou, who on earth
wast so tender to all, be especially
M
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tender to us, and feel for us, bear
with us in all our troubles, and
gain for us from God, with whom
thou dwellest in beatific light, all
the aids necessary for bringing us
safely to Him and to thee.
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©)
May 22
PHILIP'S CHEERFULNESS

HILIP welcomed those who
consulted him with singular
benignity, and received them,
though strangers, with as much
affection as if he had been a long
time expecting them. When he
was called upon to be merry, he
was merry ; when he was called
upon to feel sympathy with the
distressed, he was equally ready.
Sometimes he left his prayers
and went down to sport and banter
with young men, and by this sweet-
ness and condescension and playful
conversation gained their souls.
He could not bear anyone to be
downcast or pensive, because spiri-
tuality is always injured by it;
but when he saw anyone grave
M2
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No one ever saw Philip melan-
choly ; those who went to him
always found him with a cheerful
and smiling countenance, yet
mixed with gravity.

When he was ill he did not so
much receive as impart consola-
tion. He was never heard to
change his voice, as invalids gene-
rally do, but spoke in the same
sonorous tone as when he was well.
Once, when the physicians had
given him over, he said, with the
Psalmist, ¢ Paratus sum et non sum
turbatus’ (‘I am ready, and am not
troubled’). He received Extreme
Unction four times, but with the
same calm and joyous counten-
ance.

PRAYER

HILIP, my glorious Advocate,
who didst ever follow the
precepts and example of the
Apostle St. Paul in rejoicing
always in all things, gain for me
the grace of perfect resignation to
God’s will, of indifference to mat-
ters of this world, and a constant
sight of Heaven; so that I may
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never be disappointed at the Divine
providences, never desponding,
never sad, never fretful ; that my
countenance may always be open
and cheerful, and my words kind
and pleasant, as becomes those
who, in whatever state of life they
are, have the greatest of all goods,
the favour of God and the prospect
of eternal bliss,
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May 23
PHILIP'S PATIENCE

HILIP was for yecars and
years the butt and laugh-
ing-stock of all the hangers-on of
the great palaces of the nobility
at Rome, who said all the bad
of him that came into their hcads,
because they did not like to see a
virtuous and conscientious man.
This sarcastic talk against him
lasted for years and years; so
that Romec was full of it, and
through all the shops and counting-
houses the idlers and evil livers
did nothing but ridicule Philip.
When they fixed some calumny
upon him, he did not take it in the
least amiss, but with the greatest
calmness contented himself with
a simple smile,
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PRAYER

HILIP, my holy Advocate,
who didst bear persecution
and calumny, pain and sickness,
with so admirable a patience, gain
for me the grace of true fortitude
under all the trials of this life.
Alas! how do I need patience! 1
shrink from every small incon-
venience; I sicken under every
light affliction; I fire up at every
trifling contradiction ; I fret and
am cross at every little suffering of
body. Gain for me the grace to
enter with hearty good-will into all
such crosses as I may receive day
by day from my Heavenly Father.
Let me imitate thee, as thou didst
imitate my Lord and Saviour, that
so, as thou hast attained heaven
by thy calm endurance of bodily
and mental pain, I too may attain
the merit of patience, and the
reward of lifc everlasting,
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and then, when dinner was over,
he made them sit in a ring around
him, and told them the secrets of
their hearts, and gave them good
advice, and exhorted them to vir-
tue.

He had a remarkable power of
consoling the sick, and of deliver-
ing them from the temptations with
which the devil assails them .

To his zeal for the conversion of
souls, Philip always joined the
exercise of corporal acts of mercy.
He visited the sick in the hospitals,
served them in all their necessities,
made their beds, swept the floor
round them, and gave them their
meals.

PRAYER

HILIP, my holy Patron, who
wast so careful for the souls of

thy brethren, and especially of thy
own people, when on earth, slack
not thy care of them now, whenthou
art in heaven. Be with us, who
are thy children and thy clicnts;
and, with thy greater power with
God, and with thy more intimate
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insight into our needs and our dan-
gers, guide us along the path which
lcads to God and to thee. Beto
us a good father ; make our priests
blameless and beyond reproach or
scandal ; make our children obe-
dient,our youth prudent and chaste,
our heads of families wise and
gentle, our old people cheerful and
fervent, and build us up, by thy
powerful intercessions, in faith,
hope, charity, and all virtues.
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May 25
PIIILIP'S MIRACULOUS GIFTS

HILIP'S great and solid
virtues were crowned and
adorned by the divine Majesty
with various and extraordinary
favours, which he in vain used
every artifice, if possible, to hide.

It was the good-pleasure of God
to enable him to penetrate His
ineffable mysteries and to know
His marvellous providences by
means of ecstasies, raptures, and
visions, which were of frequent
occurrence during the whole of his
life.

A friend going one morning to
confession to him, on opening the
door of his room softly saw the
Saint in the act of prayer, raised
upon his feet, his eyes looking to
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know that my Almighty Lord
reserves in His own hands the
recovery of the soul from death,
and the healing of all its maladies.
But thou canst do more for our
souls by thy prayers now, my dear
Saint, than thou didst for the
bodies of those who applied to
thee when thcu wast upon earth.
Pray for me, that the Divine
Physician of the soul, Who alone
reads my heart thoroughly, may
cleanse it thoroughly, and that I
and all who are dear to me may
be clcansed from all our sins ; and,
since we must dic, one and all,
that we may die, as thou didst, in
the grace and love of God, and
with the assurance, like thec, of
eternal life.






LITANY OF ST. PHILIP!

' This Litany of St. Philip will be repeated
in another portion of the collection.






LITANY OF ST. PHILIP

Lord, have mercy.

Lord, have mercy.

Christ, have mercy.

Christ, have mercy.

Lord, have mercy.

Lord, have mercy.

Christ, hear us.

Christ, graciously hear wus.

God the Father of heaven,

Have mercy on us.

God the Son, Redeemer of the
world,

Have mercy on us.

God the Holy Ghost,

Have mercy on us.

Holy Trinity, one God,

Have mercy on us.

Holy Mary,

Pray for us.

Holy Mother of God,
Holy Virgin of Virgins,
St. Philip,

Vessel of the Holy Ghost,
Child of Mary,

Apostle of Rome,

Pray for us.
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LITANY OF ST. PHILIP

Lord, have mercy.

Lord, have mercy.

Christ, have mercy.

Christ, have mercy.

Lord, have mercy.

Lord, have mercy.

Christ, hear us.

Christ, graciously hear wus.

God the Father of heaven,

Have mercy on wus.

God the Son, Redeemer of the
world,

Have mercy on us.

God the Holy Ghost,

Have mercy on us.

Holy Trinity, one God,

Have mercy on us.

Holy Mary,

Pray for us.

Holy Mother of God,
Holy Virgin of Virgins,
St. Philip,

Vessel of the Holy Ghost,
Child of Mary,

Apostle of Rome,

Pray for us.
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Who didst so lovingly serve
the little ones, i

Who didst wash the feet of

" pilgrims,

Who didst ardently thirst after
martyrdom,

Who didst distribute the dally
word of God,

Who didst turn so many hearts
to God,

Who didst converse so sweetly
with Mary,

Who didst raise the dead,

Who didst set up thy houses
in all lands,

Pray jfor us.

Lamb of God, who takest away
the sins of the world,

Spare us, O Lord.

Lamb of God, who takest away
the sins of the world,

Graciously hear us, O Lord.

Lamb of God, who takest away
the sins of the world,

Have mercy on us.

Christ, hear us.

Chirist, graciously lear us.

V. Remember thy Congregation.
R. Which thou hast possessed
from the beginning.
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Let us pray

O God, who hast exalted blessed
Philip, Thy Confessor, in the
glory of Thy saints, grant that, as
we rejoice in his commemoration,
so we may profit by the example
of his virtues, through Christ our
Lord.
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Kyrie eletson.
Christe eletson,
Kyrie eletson.
Christe, audi nos.

Christe, exaudi nos.
Pater de ceelis Deus,

Fili, Redemptor mundi, Deus,
Spiritus Sancte, Deus,
Sancta Trinitas, Unus Deus,

Sancta Maria,

Sancta Dei Genitrix,
Sancta Virgo Virginum,
Sancte Philippe,

Vas SpiritQis Sancti,
Apostolus Romz,
Consiliarius Pontificius,
Vox fatidica,

Vir prisci temporis,
Sanctus amabilis,
Heros umbratilis,
Pater suavissimus

Flos puritatis,

Martyr charitatis,

Cor flammigerum,
Discretor spirituum,

Miserere nobis

Ora pro nobis.






LITANY OF ST. PHILIP 181

Qui sermones dulces cum
Maria contulisti,

Qui emortuum ab inferis
reduxisti,

Qui domos tuas in omni regione

Ora pro nobis.

constituisti,

Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata
mundi,

Parce nobis, Domine.

Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata
mundi,

Exauds nos, Domine.

Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata
mundi,

Miserere nobis.

Ora pro nobis, Sancte Philippe,
Ut digni efficiamur promissionibus
Christi.

Oremus

Deus, qui beatum Philippum,
Confessorem  tuum, sanctorum
tuorum gloria sublimasti, concede
propitius, ut cujus commemora-
tione laztamur, ejus virtutum pro-
ficiamus exemplo: per Christum
Dominum nostrum. Amen.



CONTENTS

PART IT

MEDITATIONS ON THE STATIONS OF
THE CroOss . . . .

SHORT MEDITATIONS ON THE STATIONS
OF THE CRroOsSs . . . .
TWELVE MEDITATIONS AND INTERCES-
sioNs FOR Goop Fripay, WITH
PRAYER FOR THE FAITHFUL DE-
PARTED . . . . N .

PAGE

. 187

. 219

247

MEDITATIONS FOR EIGHT DAys . . 297
LITANIES . . . . . . 31§
¢ ANIMA CHRISTI® (77anslated) . . 351
THe HEART OF MARY . 353

A SHORT SERVICE FOR ROSARY

SUNDAY . 355
AVE MARIS STELLA . . . . 359
A TRIDUO TO ST. JOSEPH . . . 363
FouRr PRAYERS TO ST. PHILIP . . 369
A SHORT ROAD TO PERFECTION . . 379

PRAYER FOR THE LIGHT OF TRUTH .

PRAYER FOR A HAPPY DEATH .« .

385
387



MEDITATIONS

ON THE

STATIONS OF THE CROSS






THE STATIONS OF THE
CROSS!

Begin with an Act of Contrition.

THE FIRST STATION

Jesus is Condemned to Death

V. Adoramus te, Christe, et benedicimus
tibi.

. Quia per sanctam Crucem tuam re-
demisti mundum.

EAVING the House of Cai-
phas, and dragged before
Pilate and Herod, mocked, beaten,
and spit upon, His back torn with
scourges, His head crowned with
thorns, Jesus, who on the last day
will judge the world, is Himself
condemned by unjust judges to a
death of ignominy and torture.

Jesus is condemned to deatk.
His death-warrant is signed, and
who signed it but I, when I com-

! Written about 1860 ; used a second time,
1885.—J. H. N,
’ oz
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THE SECOND STATION

Jesus receives His Cross

* V. Adoramus te, Christe, et benedicimus
tibi.

B. Quia per sanctam Crucem tuam rec-
demisti mundum.

STRONG,and therefore heavy
Cross, for it is strong enough
to bear Him on it when He arrives
at Calvary, is placed upon His
torn shoulders. He reccives it
gently and meekly, nay, with glad-
ness of heart, for it is to be the
salvation of mankind.

True; but recollect, that heavy
Cross is the weight of our sins.
As it fcll upon His neck and
shoulders, it came down with a
shock. Alas! what a sudden, heavy
weight have I laid upon Thee, O
Jesus. And, though in the calm
and clear foresight of Thy mind—
for Thou seest all things—Thou
wast fully prepared for it, yet Thy
feeble - frame tottered under it
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when it dropped down upon Thee.
Ah! how great a misery is it that
I have lifted up my hand against
my God. How could I ever fancy
He would forgive me! unless He
had Himself told us that He under-
went His bitter passion in order -
that He might forgive us. I
acknowledge, O Jesus, in the
anguish and agony of my heart,
that my sins it was that struck
Thee on the face, that bruised Thy
sacred arms, that tore Thy flesh
with iron rods, that nailed Thee to
the Cross, and let Thee slowly die
upon it.
Pater, Ave, &c.
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THE THIRD STATION

Jesus falls the first time beneath the
Cross

V. Adoramus te, Christe, et benedicimus
tibi.

B. Quia per sanctam Crucem tuam re-
demisti mundum.

ESUS, bowed down under the
weight and the length of the
unwieldy Cross, which trailed
after Him, slowly sets forth on
His way, amid the mockeries and
insults of the crowd. His agony
in the Garden itself was sufficient
to exhaust Him; but it was only
the first of a multitude of suffer-
ings. He sets off with His whole
heart, but His limbs fail Him, and
He falls.

Yes, it is as 1 feared. Jesus,
the strong and mighty Lord, has
found for the moment our sins
stronger than Himself. He falls
—yet He bore the load for a while;
He tottered, but He bore up and
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THE FOURTH STATION

Jesus meets His Mother

V. Adoramus te, Christe, et benedicimus
tibi.

I. Quia per sanctam Crucem tuam re-
demisti mundum.

ESUS rises; though wounded
by His fall, He journeys on,
with His Cross still on His shoul-
ders. He is bent down; but at
one place, looking up, He sees His
Mother. For an instant they just
see each other, and He goes
forward.

Mary would rather have had all
His sufferings herself, could that
have been, than not have known
what they were by ceasing to be
near Him. He,too, gained a refresh-
ment, as from some soothing and
grateful breath of air, to see her sad
smile amid the sights and the noiscs
which were about Him. She had
known Him beautiful and glorious,
with the freshness of Divine Inno-






STATIONS OF THE CROSS 19§

THE FIFTH STATION

Simon of Cyrene helps Jesus to carry
the Cross

V. Adoramus te, Christe, et benedicimus
tibi.

B. Quia per sanctam Crucem tuam re-
demisti mundum.

T length His strength (fails
utterly, and He is unable to
proceed. The exccutioners stand
perplexed. What are they to do?
How is He to get to Calvary?
Soon they see a stranger who
seems strong and active—Simon of
Cyrene. They seize on him, and
compel him to carry the Cross with
Jesus. The sight of the Sufferer
pierces the man’s heart. Oh, what
a privilege! O happy soul, elect
of God ! he takes the partassigned
to him with joy.

This came of Mary’s interces-
sion. He prayed, not for Himself,
except that He might drink the
full chalice of suffering and do His
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THE SIXTH STATION

Jesus and Veronica

V. Adoramus te, Christe, et benedicimus
tibi.

. Quia per sanctam Crucem tuam re-
demisti mundum.

S Jesus toils along up the hill,
covered with the sweat of
death, a woman makes her way
through the crowd, and wipes His
face with a napkin. In reward of
her piety the cloth retains the im-
pression of the Sacred Countenance
upon it.

The relief which a Mothesr’s ten-
derness secured is not yet all she
did. Her prayers sent Veronica as
well as Simon—Simon to do a
man'’s work, Veronica to do the
part of a woman. The devout ser-
vant of Jesus did what she could.
As Magdalen had poured the oint-
ment at the Feast,so Veronica now
offered Him this napkin in His pas-
sion. ¢ Ah,’ she said, ¢ would I could
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THE SEVENTH STATION

Jesus falls a second time

V. Adoramus te, Christe, et benedicimus
tibi.
Y. Quia per sanctam Crucem tuam re-
demisti mundum.

HE pain of His wounds and the

loss of blood increasing at

every step of His way, again His

limbs fail Him, and He falls on the
ground.

What has He done to descrve all
this? This is the reward received
by the long-expected Messias from
the Chosen People, the Children of
Israel. I know what to answer.
He falls because / have fallen. I
have fallen again. I know well
that without Thy grace, O Lord, I
could not stand ; and I fancied that
I had kept closely to Thy Sacra-
ments ; yet in spite of my going to
Mass and to my duties, I am out
of grace again. Why is it but be-
cause I have lost my devotional
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spirit, and have come to Thy holy
ordinances in a cold, formal way,
without inward affection. I became
lukewarm, tepid. I thought the
battle of life was over, and became
secure. I had no lively faith, no
sight of spiritual things. I came
to church from habit, and because
I thought others would observe it.
I ought to be a new creature, I
ought to live by faith, hope, and
charity ; but I thought more of this
world than of the world to come—
and at last I forgot that I wasa
servant of God, and followed the
broad way that leadeth to destruc-
tion, not the narrow way which
leadeth to life. And thus I fell
from Thee.
Pater, Ave, &c.
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TUHE EIGHTH STATION

Jesus comforts the Women of Jerusalem

V. Adoramus te, Christe, et benedicimus
tibi.

B. Quia per sanctam Crucem tuam re-
demisti mundum.

T the sight of the sufferings

of Jesus the Holy Women

are so pierced with grief that they

cry out and bewail Him, care-

less what happens to them by so

doing. Jesus, turning to them, said,

¢ Daughters of Jerusalem, weep

not over Me, but weep for your-
selves and for your children.’

Ah! can it be, O Lord, that 7
shall prove one of those sinful
children for whom Thou biddest
their mothers to weep. ‘Weep
not for Me,” he said, ‘for I am the
I.amb of God, and am making
atonement at My own will for the
sins of the world. I am suffering
now, but I shall triumph; and,
when I triumph, those souls for

P
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THE NINTH STATION

Again, a third time, Jesus falls

V. Adoramus te, Christe, et benedicimus
tibi.

K. Quia per sanctam Crucem tuam re-
demisti mundum.

ESUS had now reached almost

to the top of Calvary; but,

before He had gained the very spot

where He was to be crucified, again

He fell, and is again dragged up

and goaded onwards by the brutal
soldiery.

We are told in Holy Scripture
of three falls of Satan, the
Evil Spirit. The first was in the
beginning ; the second, when the
Gospel and the Kingdom of Heaven
were preached to the world ; the
third will be at the end of all
things. The first is told us by St.
John the Evangelist. He says:
‘There was a great battle in
heaven. Michael and his Angels

fought with the dragon, and the
P2
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triumph, he smote Him once, he
smote Him twice, he smote Him
thrice, each successive time a
heavier blow. The weight of the
Cross, the barbarity of the soldiers
and the crowd, were but his instru-
ments. O Jesus, the only-begotten
Son of God, the Word Incarnate,
we praise, adore, and love Thee for
Thy ineffable condescension, even
to allow Thyself thus for a time to
fall into the hands and under the
power of the Enemy of God and
man, in order thereby to save us
from being his servants and com-
panions for eternity.

Or this

This is the worst fall of the
three. His strength has for a
while utterly failed Him, and it is
some time before the barbarous
soldiers can bring Him to. Ah!
it was His anticipation of what was
to happen to me. I get worseand
worse. He sees the end from the
beginning. He was thinking of
me all the time He dragged Him-
self along, up the Hill of Calvary.
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THE TENTH STATION

Jesus is stripped, and drenched with gall

V. Adoramus te, Christe, et benedicimus
tibi.

§. Quia per sanctam Crucem tuam re-
demisti mundum.

T length He has arrived at the
place of sacrifice, and they
begin to prepare Him for the Cross.
His garments are torn from His
bleeding body, and He, the Holy
of Holiest, stands exposed to the
gaze of the coarse and scoffing
multitude,

O Thou who in Thy Passion wast
stripped of all Thy clothes, and held
up to the curiosity and mockery of
the rabble, strip me of myself here
and now, that in the Last Day I
come not to shame before men and
Angels. Thou didst endure the
shame on Calvary, that I might be
spared the shame at the Judgment.
Thou hadst nothing to be ashamed
of personally, and the shame which
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TIHIE ELEVENTH STATION

Jesus is nailed to the Cross

V. Adoramus te, Christe, et benedicimus
tibi.

B. Quia per sanctam Crucem tuam re-
demisti mundum.

HE Cross is laid on the
ground, and Jesus stretched
upon it, and then, swaying
heavily to and fro, it is, after much
exertion, jerked into the hole
ready to receive it. Or, as others
think, it is set upright, and Jesus is
raised up and fastened to it. As
the savage executioners drive in the
huge nails, He offers Himself to
the Eternal Father, as a ransom for
the world. The blows are struck—
the blood gushes forth.

Yes, they set up the Cross on
high, and they placed a ladder
against it, and, having stripped Him
of His garments, made Him monnt.
With His hands feebly grasping its
sides and cross-woods, and His feet
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THE TWELFTH STATION
Jesus dies upon the Cross
V. Adoramus te, Christe, et benedicimus
tibi.
B. Quia per sanctam Crucem tuam re-
demisti mundum.

ESUS hung for three hours.
J During this time He prayed
for His murderers, promised Para-
dise to the penitent robber, and
committed His Blessed Mother to
the guardianship of St. John. Then
all was finished, and He bowed His
head and gave up His Spirit.

The worst is over. The Holicst
is dead and departed. The most
tender, the most affectionate, the
holiest of the sons of men is gone.
Jesus is dead, and with His death
my sin shall die. I protest once for
all, before men and Angels, that
sin shall no more have dominion
over me. This Lent I make my-
sclf God’s own for cver. Thesalva-
tion of my soul shall be my first
concern. With the aid of His
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grace I will create in me a deep
hatred and sorrow for my past sins.
I will try hard to detest sin, as
much as I have ever loved it. Into
God’s hands I put myself, not by
halves, but unreservedly. I pro-
mise Thee, O Lord, with the help
of Thy grace, to keep out of the
way of temptation, to avoid all occa-
sions of sin, to turn at once from
the voice of the Evil One, to be
regular in my prayers, so to die to
sin that Thou mayest not have died
for me on the Cross in vain.

Pater, Ave, &c.



STATIONS OF THE CROSS 213

THE TIIIRTEENTII STATION

Jesus is taken from the Cross, and
laid tn Mary’s Bosom

V. Adoramus te, Christe, et benedicimus
tibi.

K. Quia per sanctam Crucem tuam re-
demisti mundum.

HE multitude havegone home;
Calvary is left solitary and
still, except that St. John and the
holy women are there. Then come
Joseph of Arimathea and Nicode-
mus, and take down from the Cross
the body of Jesus, and place it in
the arms of Mary.

O Mary, at last thou hast posses-
sion of thy Son. Now, when His
enemies can do no more, they leave
Him in contempt to thee. As His
unexpected friends perform their
difficult work, thou lookest on with
unspeakable thoughts. Thy heart
is pierced with the sword of which
Simeon spoke. O Mother most
sorrowful ; yet in thy sorrow there
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THE FOURTEENTH STATION

Jesus is laid in the Tomb

V. Adoramus te, Christe, et benedicimus
tibi.

B. Quia per sanctam Crucem tuam re-
demisti mundum.

UT for a short three days, for

a day and a half—Mary then

must give Him up. He is not yet

risen. His friends and servants

take Him from thee, and place

Him in an honourable tomb.

They close it safely, till the hour
comes for His resurrection.

Lie down and sleep in peace in
the calm grave for a little while,
decar Lord, and then wake up for
an everlasting reign. We, like the
faithful women, will watch around
Thee, for all our treasuie, all our
life, is lodged with Thee. And,
when our turn comes to die, grant,
sweet Lord, that we may sleep
calmly too, the sleep of the just.
Let us sleep peacefully for the
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LET US PrAY

God, Who by the Precious Blood of
Thy only-begotten Son didst sanctify
the Standard of the Cross, grant, we
beseech Thee, that we who rejoice in
the glory of the same Holy Cross may
at all times and places rejoice in Thy;
protection, Through the same Christ,[
our Lord.

(Iide the Raceolta.;

End with one Pater, Ave, and
Gloria, for the intention of the Sove-
reign Pontiff.
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TIE STATIONS OF THE CROSS

Begin with an Act of Contrition.

FIRST STATION

Jesus condemned to Death

V. Adoramus te, Christe, et benedicimus
tibi.

Ty. Quia per sanctam Crucem tuam re.
demisti mundum.

I1E Holy, Just, and Truc was
judged by sinners, and put

to death. Yet, while they judged,
they were compelled to acquit
Iim. Judas, who betrayed Him,
said, ‘I have sinned in that I have
betrayed the innocent blood.’
Pilate, who sentenced Him, said,
‘I am innocent of the blood of this
just person,’ and threw the guilt
upon the Jews. The Centurion
who saw Him crucified said, ¢ In-
dced this was a just man.’ Thus
cver, O Lord, Thou art justified in
Thy words, and dost overcome
when Thou are judged. And so,



222 SHORT MEDITATIONY OF THR

much more, at the [ast day * They
shall lwk on Him whom they
pierced’; and He who was coo-
demned in weakness shall Judge
the world in power, and even these
who are condemned will comfess
their judgment is just

Pater, Ave, &c
V. Miserere nostri, Domine.
K. Miserere nostri.
Fidelium animze. &c.
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TIIE SECOND STATION

Jesus recetves His Cross

V. Adoramus te, Christe, et benedicimus
tibi.

K. Quia per sanctam Crucem tuam re-
demisti mundum.

ESUS supports the whole world
J by His divine power, for He
is God; but the weight was less
heavy than was the Cross which
our sins hewed out for Him. Our
sins cost Him this humiliation.
He had to take on Him our nature,
and to appear among us as a man,
and to offer up for us a great sac-
rifice. He had to pass a life in
penance, and to endure His passion
and death at the end of it. O
Lord God Almighty, who dost
bear the weight of the whole world
without weariness, who bore the
weight of all our sins, though they
wearied Thee, as Thou art the
Preserver of our bodies by Thy
Providence, so be Thou the Saviour
of our souls by Thy precious blood.

Pater, Ave, &c.
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THE FOURTH STATION
Jesus meets His Mother

V. Adoramus te, Christe, et benedicimus
tibi.

. Quia per sanctam Crucem tuam re-
demisti mundum.

HERE is no part of the his-
tory of Jesus but Mary has

her part in it. There arc those
who profess to be His servants,
who think that her work was ended
when she bore Him, and after that
she had nothing to do but dis-
appear and be forgotten. But we,
O. Lord, Thy children of the
Catholic Church, do not so think
of Thy Mother. She brought the
tender infant into the Temple, she
lifted Him up in her arms when
the wise men came to adore Him.
She fled with Him to Egypt, she
took Him up to Jerusalem when
He was twelve years old. He
lived with her at Nazareth for
thirty years. She was with Him
at the marriage-feast. Even when
He had left her to preach, she
hovered about Him. And now
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she shows herself as He toils along
the Sacred Way with His cross
on His shoulders. Sweet Mother,
let us ever think of thee when we
think of Jesus, and when we pray
to Him, ever aid us by thy power-
ful intercession.

Pater, Ave, &c.
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THE FIFTH STATION

Simon of Cyrene helps Jesus to carry
the Cross

V. Adoramus te, Christe, et benedicimus
tibi.

B. Quia per sanctam Crucem tuam re-
demisti mundum.

ESUS could bear His Cross
alone,did He so will ; but He
permits Simon to help Him, in
order to remind us that we must
take part in His sufferings, and
have a fellowship in His work.
His merit is infinite, yet He con-
descends to let His people add
their merit to it. The sanctity of
the Blessed Virgin, the blood of
the Martyrs, the prayers and pen-
ances of the Saints, the good deeds
of all the faithful, take part in that
work which, nevertheless, is perfect
without them. He saves us by
His blood, but it is through and
with ourselves that He saves us,
Dear Lord, teach us to suffer with



223 SHORT MEDITATIONS ON THE

Thee, make it pleasant to us to
suffer for Thy sake, and sanctify
all our sufferings by the merits of
Thy own.

Pater, Ave, &c.
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THI SIXTIT STATION

The Fuce of Jesus is wiped by Veronica

V. Adoramus te, Christe, et benedicimus
tibi.

. Quia per sanctam Crucem tuam re-
demisti mundum.

ESUS let the pious woman
J carry off an impression of His
Sacred Countcnance, which was to
last to future ages. He did this
to remind us all, that His image
must ever be impressed on all our
hearts. Whoever we are, in what-
ever part of the carth, in whatever
age of the world, Jesus must live in
our hearts. We may differ from
cach other in many things, but in
this we must all agree, if we are
His truc children. We must bear
about with us the napkin of St
Veronica; we must ever meditate
upon His dcath and resurrection,
we must ever imitate His divine
cxcellence, according to our
mcasure. Lord, let our counten-
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ances be ever pleasing in Thy
sight, not defiled with sin, but
bathed and washed white in Thy
precious blood.

Pater, Ave. &c.
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THE SEVENTH STATION

Jesus falls a second time

V. Adoramus te, Christe, et benedicimus
tibi.

K. Quia per sanctam Crucem tuam re-
demisti mundum.

ATAN had a second fall, when
our Lord came upon earth.

By that time he had usurped the
dominion of the whole world—and
he called himself its king. And
he dared to take up the Holy
Saviour in his arms, and show Him
all kingdoms, and blasphemously
promise to give them to Him, His
Maker, if He would adore him.
Jesus answered, ‘ Begone, Satan I'—
and Satan fell down from the high
mountain. And Jesus bare witness
to it when He said, ‘I saw Satan,
as lightning, falling from heaven.’
The Evil One remembered this
second defeat, and so now he
smote down the Innocent Lord a
second time, now that he had Him
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in his power. O dear Lord, teach
us to suffer with Thee, and not be
afraid of Satan’s buffetings, when
thcy come on us from resisting
him.

Pater, Ave, &c
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THE EIGHTH STATION

The Women of Jerusalem mourn for
our Lord

V. Adoramus te, Christe, et benedicimus
tibi.

B. Quia per sanctam Crucem tuam re
demisti mundum.

VER since the prophecy ot

old time, that the Saviour

of man was to be born of a woman
of the stock of Abraham, the Jew-
ish women had desired to bear
Him. Yet, now that He was
really come, how different, as the
Gospel tells us, was the event from
what they had expected. He said
to them ‘that the days were com-
ing when they should say, Blessed
are the barren,and the wombs that
have not borne, and the breasts
which have not given suck.’ Abh,
Lord, we know not what is good
for us, and what is bad. We can-
not foretell the future, nor do we
know, when Thou comest to visit
us, in what form Thou wilt come,

R
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And therefore we leave it all to
Thee. Do Thou Thy good plea-
surc to us and in us. Let us ever
look at Thee, and do Thou look
upon us, and give us the grace of
Thy Dbitter Cross and Passion, and
console us in Thy own way and at
Thy own time.

Pater, Ave, &c
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THE NINTH STATION

Jesus falls the third time

V. Adoramus te, Christe, et benedicimus
tibi.

K. Quia per sanctam Crucem tuam re-
demisti mundum.

ATAN will have a third and
final fall at the end of the
world, when he will be shut up for’
good in the everlasting fiery prison.
He knew this was to be his end—
he has no hope, but despair only.
He knew that no suffering which
he could at that moment inflict
upon the Saviour of men would
avail to rescue himself from that
inevitable doom. But, in horrible
rage and hatred, he determined to
insult and torture while he could
the great King whose throne is
everlasting. Therefore a third time
he smote Him down fiercely to the
earth. O Jesus, Only-begotten
Son of God, the Word Incarnate,
we adore with fear and trembling
and dccp thankfulness Thy awful

R2
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humiliation, that Thou, who art the
Highest, should have permitted
Thyself, even for one hour, to be
the sport and prey of the Evil
One.

Pater, Ave, &c.
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THE TENTH STATION
Jesus is stripped of His Garments

V. Adoramus te, Christe, et benedicimus
tibi.

B. Quia per sanctam Crucem tuam re-
demisti mundum.

ESUS would give up everything
J of this world, before He left it.
He exercised the most perfect
‘poverty. When He left the Holy
House of Nazareth, and went out
to preach, He had not where to lay
Hishead. He lived on the poorest
food, and on what was given to
Him by those who loved and
served Him. And therefore He
chose a death in which not even
His clothes werc left to Him. He
parted with what seemed most
necessary, and even a part of Him,
by the law of human nature since
the fall. Grant us in like manner,
O dear Lord, to care nothing for
anything on earth, and to bear
the loss of all things, and to endure
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even shame, reproach, contempt,
and mockery, rather than that
Thou shalt be ashamed of us at the
last day.

Pater, Ave, &c.
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THE ELEVENTH STATION

Jesus is nailed to the Cross

V. Adoramus te, Christe, et benedicimus
tibi.

K. Quia per sanctam Crucem tuam re-
demisti mundum.

hand and cach foot with a
sharp nail. His eyes are dimmed
with blood, and are closed by the
swollen lids and livid brows which

JESUS is picrced through each

the blows of His executioners have
caused. His mouth is filled with
vinegar and gall. His hcad is
encircled by the sharp thorns.
His heart is pierced with the spear.
Thus, all His senses are mortified
and crucified, that He may make
atonement for every kind of human
sin. O Jesus, mortify and crucify
us with Thee.  Let us never sin by
hand or foot, by eyes or mouth, or
by head or heart. Let all our senses
be a sacrifice to Thee; let every
member sing Thy praise. Let the
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sacred blood which flowed from
Thy five wounds anoint us with
such sanctifying grace that we may
die to the world, and live only to
Thee.

Pater, Ave, &c
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THE TWELFTH STATION
Jesus dies upon the Cross

V. Adoramus te, Christe, et benedicimus
tibi.

B. Quia per sanctam Crucem tuam re-
demisti mundum.

‘ ONSUMMATUM est” Itis

completed—it has come to a
full end. The mystery of God’s
love towards us is accomplished.
The price is paid, and we are re-
deemed. The Eternal Father
determined not to pardon us with-
out a price, in order to show us
especial favour. e condescended
to make us valuable to Him.
What we buy we put a value on.
He might have saved us without a
price—by the mere fiat of His will.
But to show His love for us He took
a price, which, if there was to be a
price set upon us at all, if there was
any ransom at all to be taken for the
guilt of our sins, could be nothing
short of the death of His Son in
our nature. O my God and Father,
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Thou hast valued us so much as to
pay the highest of all possible
prices for our sinful souls—and
shall we not love and choose Thee
above all things as the one neces-
sary and one only good ?

Pater, Ave, &c.
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THE THIRTEENTH STATION

Jesus is laid in the arms of His Blessed
Mother

V. Adoramus te, Christe, et benedicimus
tibi.

K. Quia per sanctam Crucem tuam re-
demisti mundum.

} E is Thy property now, O

Virgin Mother, once again,
for lHe and the world have met
and parted. He went out from
Thee to do His Father's work—
and He has done and suffered it.
Satan and bad men have now no
longer any claim upon Him—too
long has He been in their arms.
Satan took Him up aloft to the
high mountain; evil men lifted
ITim up upon the Cross. He has
not been in thy arms, O Mother
of God, since He was a child—but
now thou hast a claim upon Him,
when the world has done its worst.
IFor thou art the all-favoured, all-
blessed, all-gracious Mother of the
Highest. We rejoice in this great
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mystery. He has been hidden i1
thy womb, He has lain in th)
bosom, He has been suckled a
thy breasts, He has been carriec
in thy arms—and now that He i
dcad, He is placed upon thy lap
Virgin Mother of God, pray fcr us

Pater, Ave, &c.
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THE FOURTEENTH STATION

Jesus is laid in the Sepulchre

V. Adoramus te, Christe, et benedicimus
tibi.

B. Quia per sanctam Crucem tuam re-
demisti mundum.

ESUS, when He was nearest
to His everlasting triumph,
seemed to be farthest from
triumphing. When He was
nearest upon entering upon His
kingdom, and exercising all power
in heaven and earth, He was lying
dead in a cave of the rock. He
was wrapped round in burying-
clothes, and confined within a
sepulchre of stone, where He was
soon to have a glorified spiritual
body, which could penetrate all sub-
stances, go to and fro quicker than
thought, and was about to ascend
on high. Make us to trust in
Thee, O Jesus, that Thou wilt
display in us a similar providence.
Make us sure, O Lord, that the
greater_ is our distress, the nearer
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we are to Thee. The more men
scorn us, the more Thou dost
honour us. The more men insult
over us, the higher Thou wilt exalt
us. The more they forget us, the
more Thou dost keep us in mind.
The more they abandon us, the
closer Thou wilt bring us to Thy-
self.

Pater, Ave, &c.

LET US PrAy

God, who by the Precious Blood of
Thy only-begotten Son didst sanctify
the standard of the Cross, grant, we
beseech Thee, that we who rejoice in
the glory of the same Holy Cross
may at all times and places rejoice in
Thy protection, through the same
Christ, our Lord.

Vide the Raccolta.

End with one Pater, Ave, and
Gloria, for the intention of the Sove—J
reign Pontiff.
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TWELVE MEDITATIONS AND
INTERCESSIONS FOR GOOD
FRIDAY!

(1

JESUS THE LAMB OF GOD

EHOLD the Lamb of God,
behold Him who taketh

away the sins of the world. So
spoke St. John Baptist, when he
saw our Lord coming to him. And
in so speaking, he did but appeal
to that title under which our Lord
was known from the beginning.
Just Abel showed forth his faith in
Him by offering of the firstlings of
his flock. Abraham, in place of his
son Isaac whom God spared, offered
the likce for a sacrifice. The Israel-
ites were enjoined to sacrifice once
a ycar, at Easter time, a lamb—
one lamb for each family, a lamb

‘' Add two more Prayers—for Catholic
Schools and for ths Dcad, and leave out the
Introductions or Prefaces, and you will have
Jourteen Devotions for theVia Crucis.—].11.N.

The Prayer for Catholic Schools has not
yet been found. For the Prayer for the Dead
vide p. 294.--W. N.

S
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This is Jesus Christ, who when
darkness, sin, guilt and misery had
overspread the earth, came down
from Heaven, took our nature up-
on Him, and shed His precious
blood upon the Cross for all men.

Let us pray for all pagan nations, that
they may be converted

O Lord Jesus Christ, O King
of the whole world, O Hope and
Expectation of all nations, O Thou
who hast bought all men for Thy
own at the price of Thy most
precious blood, look down in pity
upon all races who are spread over
the wide earth,and impart to them
the knowledge of Thy truth. Re-
member, O Lord, Thy own most
bitter sufferings of soul and body
in Thy betrayal, Thy passion and
Thy crucifixion, and have mercy
upon their souls. Behold, O Lord,
but a portion of mankind has
heard of Thy Name—but a portion
even professes to adore Thee—and
yet thousands upon thousands in
the East and the West, in the

North and the South, hour after
s2
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O]

JESUS THE SON OF DAVID

UR Lord asked the Phari-
sees, saying, ‘ What think

ye of Christ? Whose son is He?
They say unto Him, The Son of
David’ For so the Prophet
Isaias had foretold; ‘there shall
come forth a rod out of the root of
Jesse ;’ Jesse was the father of
David, the King of the Jews—and
by ‘rod’ or plant is meant the
Blessed Virgin ; ‘there shall come
forth a rod out of the root of Jesse,
and a flower shall rise up out of
his root’ (Isaias xi. 1); by the
flower of the plant is meant our
Lord the son of the Blessed Mary.
¢ And the Spirit of the Lord shall
rest upon Him’ (verse 2) ; this the
Holy Ghost did at His Baptism.
And Jeremias says; ¢ Behold the
days come, and I will raise up to
David a just Branch, and a King
shall reign, and shall be wise, and
shall execute judgment and justice
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Let us pray for the Jewish nation, that
they may turn to their Lord and God
whom they have crucified.

O seed of Abraham, O Son of
David, O Adonaiand leader of the
house of Israel, who didst appear
to Moses in the burning bush, and
didst on Mount Sinai deliver to
him Thy Law; O Key of David,
and sceptre of the house of Israel,
who openest and no one shutteth,
who shuttest and no one openeth ;
visit not, O dear Lord, the sins of
the fathers upon the children, con-
tinue not Thy wrath for ever, but
spare this poor nation, which was
once so high in Thy sight, and now
hath fallen so low. O remember
not those old Priests and Scribes,
the Pharisees, and Sadducees, re-
member not Annas and Caiphas,
Judas, and the insane multitude
who cried out ‘ Crucify Him.” In
wrath remember mercy. Forgive
their obstinacy and forgive their
impenitence—forgive their blind-
ness to things spiritual, and their
avowed love of this world and its
enjoyments., Touch their hearts






FOR GOOD FRIDAY 257

(3)

JESUS THE LORD OF GRACE

HEN our Lord rcjected

His own countrymen, the

Jews, who had rejected Him, He
chose other nations instead of them.
Thus the Holy Evangelist, after
saying, ‘He came unto His own,
and His own received Him not’
(John i 11-13), adds, ‘But as
many as received Him, to them
He gave power to be made the
sons of God, to them that believe
in His name : who are born, not of
blood, nor of the will of the flesh,
nor of the will of man, but of God.’
That is, so that men believed in
Him, whatever was their race or
country, He made them His sons
and gave them the gifts of grace
and the promise of heaven. He
had warned the Jews of this, before
their time of grace was over. ‘I
say unto you,’ He said, ‘that the
kingdom of God shall be taken from
you, and shall be given to a nation
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it rebelled, lost faith, and He cast
it off out of His Church.

Let us pray for the recovery of our own
country England to the faith and the
Churck of Christ.

O Sapientia, O Wisdom who
hast issued out of the mouth of
the Highest, and reachest in Thy
Providence from the beginning to
the end of all things, and disposest
all things in sweetness and in
strength, it was by Thy unmerited
grace, we acknowledge it, O Lord,
that this country of ours was so
many centuries ago brought into
the true fold, and gifted with the
knowledge of Thy Truth and the
grace of Thy Sacraments. Alas!
how things have changed since
then! The people was small then
and of little account; now it
stands highest among the nations
of the earth. Then it was obscure
and poor—now it has amazing
wealth and pre-cminent power ;
but then it was great in Thy sight,
and now on the contrary it is little,
for it has lost Thee. O my God,
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canst believe, all things are pos-
sible to him that believeth ’ (Mark,
ix. 22-23). And hence the poor
man to whom He spoke, who be-
lieved indeed already, but still
feebly, made answer—crying out
with tears, I 4o believe, Lord ; help
Thou my unbelief’ Hence, too,
on another occasion, the Apostles
said to our Lord, ¢Increase our
faith’ (Luke xvii. 5). And St
Paul draws out fully the whole
matter when he reminds his con-
verts,  And you (hath He raised),
when you were dead in your
offences and sins, wherein in time
past you walked, according to the
course of this world, . . . in which
we all conversed in time past, . . .
and were by nature children of
wrath, even as the rest; but God
(who is rich in mercy), for His ex-
ceeding charity wherewith He
loved us, even when we were dead
in sins hath quickened us together
in Christ. . . . By grace you are
saved through faith, and that not
of yourselves, for it is the gift of
God’ (Ephesians ii. 1-8).
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Let us pray for all the scorners, scoffers,
and unbelievers, all false teachers and
opposers of the truth, who are to be
Jound in this land.

O Lord Jesus Christ, upon the
Cross  Thou didst say: ‘Iather,
forgive them, for they know not
what they do”’ And this surely,
O my God, is the condition of vast
multitudes among us now ; they
know not what they might have
known, or they have forgotten
what once they knew. They deny
that there is a God, but they know
not what they are doing. They
laugh at the joys of heaven and
the pains of hell, but they know
not what they are doing. They
renounce all faith in Thee, the
Saviour of man, they despise Thy
Word and Sacraments, they revile
and slander Thy Holy Church and
her Priests, but they know not
what they are doing. They mis-
lead the wandering, they frighten
the weak, they corrupt the young,
but they know not what they do.
Others, again, have a wish to be
religious, but mistake crror for
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(s)

JESUS THE LORD OF ARMIES

MONG the visions which the
beloved disciple St. John

was given to see, and which he has
recorded in his Apocalypse, one
was that of our Lord as the com-
mander and leader of the hosts of
the Saints in their warfare with
the world. ‘I saw,’ he says, ‘and
behold a white horse, and He that
sat on him had a bow, and there
was a crown given Him; and He
went forth conquering that he might
conquer’ (Apoc. vi. 2). And again,
¢ I saw heaven opened, and behold
a white horse, and He that sat upon
him was called Faithful and True,
and with justice doth He judge and
fight’ (Apoc. xix. 11). . .. *And
he was clothed with a garment,
sprinkled with blood, and His Name
is called, 74e Word of God. And
the armies that are in heaven fol-
lowed Him on white horses, clothed
in fine linen, white and clean ’ (verse

T
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hand shall conduct Thee wonder-
fully ’ (Psalm xliv. 4-5).

Let us pray for the whole Church
Militant here upon earth.

O Lion of the Tribe of Judah,
the root of David, who fightest
the good fight, and hast called on
all men to join Thee, give Thy
courage and strength to all Thy
soldiers over the whole earth, who
are fighting under the standard of
Thy Cross. Give grace to cvery
one in his own place to fight Thy
battle well. Be with Thy mission-
aries in pagan lands, put right
words into their mouths, prosper
their labours, and sustain them
under their sufferings with Thy
consolations, and carry them on,
even through torments and blood
(if it be necessary), to their reward
in heaven. Give the grace of wis-
dom to those in high station, that
they may neither yield to fear, nor
be seduced by flattery. Make them
prudent as serpents, and simple as
doves. Give Thy blessing to all

preachers and teachers, that they
T2
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6
JESUS THE ONLY BEGOTTEN
SON

ESUS is the only Son of the
J only Father—as it is said in
the Creed, ¢ I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,’ and then
‘and in Jesus Christ, His only Son
our Lord” And so He Himself
says in the Gospel, ¢ As the Father
hath life in Himself, so He hath
given to the Son also to have life
in Himself’ (John v. 26). And
He said to the man whom He
cured of blindness, ‘Dost thou
believe in the Son of God? It is
He that talketh with Thee’ (John
ix. 35-37). And St. John the
Evangelist says, ¢ The Word was
madc flesh and dwelt among us,
and we saw His glory, the glory as
it were of the only begotten of the
Father’ (John i. 14). And St
John Baptist says, ¢ The Father
loveth the Son and He hath given
all things into His hand. He that






FOR GOOD FRIDAY 271

Let us pray for the unity of the Church
and the reconciliation and peace of all
Christians.

O Lord Jesus Christ, who, when
Thou wast about to suffer, didst
pray for Thy disciples to the end of
time that they might all be one, as
Thou art in the Father, and the
Father in Thee, look down in pity
on the manifold divisions among
those who profess Thy faith, and
heal the many wounds which the
pride of man and the craft of Satan
have inflicted upon Thy people.
Break down the walls of separation
which divide one party and denomi-
nation of Christians from another.
Look with compassion on the souls
who have been born in one or
other of these various communions
which not Thou, but man hath
made. Sct free the prisoners from
these unauthorised forms of wor-
ship, and bring them all into that
one communion which thou didst
set up in the beginning, the Onc
Holy Catholic and Apostolic
Church. Teach all men that the
sce of St. Peter, the Holy Church
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of Rome, is the foundation, centre,
and instrument of unity. Open
their hcarts to the long-forgotten
truth that our Holy Father, the
Pope, is thy Vicar and Represen-
tative ; and that in obeying Him
in matters of religion, they are
obeying Thee, so that as there is
but one holy company in heaven
above, so likewise there may be
but onec communion, confessing
and glorifying Thy holy Name
here below.
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N

€))

JESUS THE ETERNAL KING

UR Lord was called Jesus,
when He took flesh of the
Blessed Virgin. The Angel
Gabriel said to her, ¢ Behold, thou
shalt bring forth a Son, and thou
shalt call His Name Jesus’ But,
though He then gained a new name,
He had existed from eternity;
He never was not—He never had
a beginning—and His truc name,
therefore, is the Eternal King.
He ever reigned with His Father
and the Holy Ghost, threc Persons,
one God. And hence, shortly
before His crucifixion, He said,
¢ Glorify Thou Me, O Father, with
Thyself, with the glory which I
had, beforc the world was, with
Thee’ (John xvii. 5). He Who
was the Eternal King in heaven,
came to be King, and Lord, and
I.awgiver, and Judge upon earth.
Hence the prophet Isaias says,
foretelling His coming, A child
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Thou camest upon earth, hast never
left it to itself, who, after teaching
Thy Apostles, gave them to teach -
others to succeed them, and didst
especially leave St. Peter and his
successors, Bishops of Rome, to
take Thy place towards us, and to
guide and rule us in Thy stead age
after age, till the end come; Thou
hast sent grievous trials for many
years upon the Holy See of Rome.
We believe and confess, O Lord,
without any hesitation at all, that
Thou hast promised a continuous
duration to Thy Church while the
world lasts—and we confess before
Thee, that we are in no doubt or
trouble whatever, we have not a
shadow of misgiving as to the per-
manence and the spiritual well-
being either of Thy Church itself or
of its rulers. Nor do we know what
is best for Thy Church, and for the
interests of thc Catholic faith, and
for the Pope, or the bishops through-
out the world at this time. We
leave the event entirely to Thee;
we do so without any anxiety,
knowing that everything must turn
to the prosperity of Thy ransomed
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possession, even though things may
look threatening for a season.
Only we earnestly entrcat that
Thou wouldest give Thy own ser-
vant and representative, the Pope
Lco, true wisdom and courage,and
fortitude, and the consolations of
Thy grace in this life, and a glori-
ous immortal crown in the life to
come.
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@
JESUS THE BEGINNING OF TIIE
NEW CREATION

UR Lord Jesus Christ is said

by His Almighty power to

have begun a new creation, and to
be Himself the first fruit and work
of it. Mankind were lost in sin,and
were thercby, not only not heirs of
heaven, but the slaves of the Evil
one. Therefore He who made
Adam in the beginning resolved
in His mercy to make a new
Adam, and by a further ineffable
condescension determined that that
new Adam should be Himself
And thercfore, by His holy
Prophet Isaias, He announced
before He came, ¢ Behold I create
new heavens and a new earth’
(Isaias Ixv. 17). On the other
hand St. Paul calls Him ¢The
image of the invisible God, the
first-born of every creature’ (Col.
i. 15). And St. John calls Him
‘the Amen, the faithful and true
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Let us pray for all ranks and
conditions of men in Thy Holy Church.

O Lord, who art called the
Branch, the Orient, the Splendour
of the eternal light, and the Sun
of Justice, who art that Tree,
of whom Thy beloved disciple
speaks as the Tree of life, bearing
twelve fruits, and its leaves for the
healing of the nations, give Thy
grace and blessing on all those
various states and conditions in
Thy Holy Church, which have
sprung from Thee and live in
Thy Life. Give to all Bishops the
gifts of knowledge, discernment,
prudence, and love. Give to all
pricsts to be humble, tender, and
pure; give to all pastors of Thy
flock to be zealous, vigilant, and
unworldly ; give to all rcligious
bodies to act up to their rule, to be
simple and without guile, and to
set their hearts upon invisible
things and them only. Grant to
fathers of families to recollect that
they will have hereafter to give
account of the souls of their
children ; grant to all husbands to
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be tender and true ; to all wives to
be obedient and patient; grant to
all children to be docile; to all
young people to be chaste ; to all
the aged to be fervent in spirit ; to
all who are engaged in business, to
be honest and unselfish ; and to all
of us the necessary graces of faith,
hope, charity, and contrition.
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(9)

JESUS THE LOVER OF SOULS

HE inspired writer says,‘ Thou

hast mercy upon all, because

Thou canst do all things, and over-
lookest the sins of men for the sake
of repentance. For Thou lovest
all things that are, and hatest none
of thethings which Thou hast made.
. . . And how could anything en-
dure, if Thou wouldst not? or be
preserved, if not called by Thee?
But Thou sparest all, because they
arc Thine, O Lord, who lovest
souls’ (Wisdom xi. 24-27). This
is what brought Him from Hcaven,
and gave Him the Name of Jesus
—for the Angel said to St. Joseph
about Mary, ¢ She shall bring forth
a Son, and thou shalt call His
Name Jesus; for He shall save
His people from their sins’ (Matt.
i. 21). It was His great love for
souls and compassion for sinners
which drew Him from Heaven.
Why did He consent to veil His
glory in mortal flesh, except that

8]
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Thine and have gone from Thee.
Ah, for how short a time do, they
keep Thy grace in their hearts, how
soon do they fall off from Thee, with
what difficulty do they return ; and
cven, though they repent and come
to penance, yct how soon, in the
words of Scripture, doth the dog
return to his vomit, and the sow
that was washed to her wallowing
in the mire. O my God, save us
all from the seven deadly sins, and
rescue those who have been made
captive by them. Convert all sin-
ners—bring judgments down upon
them, if there is no other way of
reclaiming them. Touch the hearts
of all proud men, wrathful, revenge-
ful men ; of the obstinate, of the
self-relying, of the envious, of the
slanderer, of the hater of goodness
and truth ; of the slothful and tor-
pid ; of all gluttons and drunkards;
of the covetous and unmerciful ; of
all licentious talkers; of all who
indulge in impure thoughts, words,
or deeds. Make them understand
that they are going straight to hell,
and save them from themselves and

from Satan,
ve
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He has done every thing short of
this. He died for us all upon the
Cross, that, if it were possible to
save us, we might be saved. And
He calls upon us lovingly, begging
us to accept the benefit of His
meritorious and most Precious
Blood. And those who trust Him
He takes under His special protec-
tion. He marks out their whole
life for them ; He appoints all that
happens to them ; He guides them
in such way as to secure their sal-
vation; He gives them just so
much of health, of wealth, of
friends, as is best for them; He
afflicts them only when it is for
their good; He is never angry
with them. He measures out just
that number of years which is good
for them ; and He appoints the
hour of their dcath in such a way
as to secure their perseverance up
to it.

Let us pray for ourselves and for
all our needs.

O my Lord and Saviour, in

Thy arms I am safe ; keep me and
I have nothing to fear; give me
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(11)

JESUS SON OF MARY

HEN our Lord came upon

earth, He might have

created a fresh body for Himself
out of nothing—or He might have
formed a body for Himself out of
the earth, as He formed Adam.
But He preferred to be born, as
other men are born, of a human
mother. Why did He do so? He
did so to put honour on all those
earthly relations and connections
which are ours by nature; and to
teach us that, though He has
begun a new creation, 11c does not
wish us to cast off the old creation,
as far as it is not sinful. Hence it
is our duty to love and honour our
parents, to be affectionate to our
brothers, sisters, friends, husbands,
wives, not only not less, but even
more, than it was man’s duty before
our Lord came on earth. As we
become better Christians, more
consistent and zealous servants of
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midst of Thy sufferings, even in
Thy last words, who didst commit
her to Thy best beloved disciple,
saying to her, ‘Woman, behold
thy son,’ and to him, ‘ Behold thy
Mother,” we, after Thy pattern,
would pray for all who are near
and dear to us, and we beg Thy
grace to do so continually. We
beg Thee to bring them all into
the light of Thy truth, or to keep
them in Thy truth if they already
know it, and to kecp them in a
statc of grace, and to give them
the gift of perseverance. We thus
pray for our parents, for our fathers
and our mothers, for our children,
for every one of them, for our
brothers and sisters, for every one
of our brothers, for every one of
our sisters, for our cousins and all
our kindred, for our friends, and
our father’s friends, for all our old
friends, for our dear and intimate
friends, for our teachers, for our
pupils, for our masters and em-
ployers, for our servants or sub-
ordinates, for our associates and
work-fellows, for our neighbours,
for our superiors and rulers; for
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those who wish us well, for those
who wish us ill ; for our enemies;
for our rivals; for our injurers and
for our slanderers. And not only
for the living, but for the dead,
who have died in the grace of God,
that He may shorten their time of
expiation, and admit them into
His presence above.
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(12)

JESUS OUR DAILY SACRIFICE

UR Lord not only offered
Himself as a Sacrifice on

the Cross, but He makes Himself
a perpetual, a daily sacrifice, to the
end of time. In the Holy Mass
that One Sacrifice on the Cross
once offered is renewed, continued,
applied to our benefit. He seems
to say, My Cross was raised up
1800 years ago, and only for a
few hours—and very few of my
servants were present there—but I
intend to bring millions into my
Church. For their sakes then I
will perpetuate my Sacrifice, that
each of them may be as though
they had severally been present
on Calvary. I will offer Myself
up day by day to the Father,
that every one of my followers
may have the opportunity to offer
his petitions to Him, sanctified
and recommended by the all-meri-
torious virtue of my Passion.
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Catholic places of worship and
their congregations. I pray Thee
to bless and prosper all the good
works and efforts of all priests,
religious, and pious Catholics—
I pray for all the sick, all
the suffering, all the poor, all
the oppressed—I pray for all
prisoners—I pray for all evil doers.
I pray for all ranks in the com-
munity—1I pray for the Queen and
Royal Family—for the Houses of
Parliament—for the judges and
magistrates—for all our soldiers—
for all who defend us in ships—I
pray for all who are in peril and
danger. 1 pray for all who have
benefited me, befriecnded me,
or aided me. I pray for all who
have asked my prayers—I pray
for all whom I have forgotten.
Bring us all after the troubles of
this life into the haven of peace,
and reunite us all together for
ever, O my dear Lord, in Thy
glorious heavenly kingdom.!

1 Vide footnote, 'p. 249
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although they have sinned, yet
they always firmly believed in the
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost ; and
before they died, they reconciled
themselves to Thee by true con-
trition and the Sacraments of Thy
Church.

O Gracious Lord, we beseech
Thee, remember not against them
the sins of their youth and their
ignorances ; but according to Thy
great mercy, be mindful of them in
Thy heavenly glory. May the
heavens be opened to them, and
the Angcls rejoice with them.
May the Archangcl' St. Michael
conduct them to Thee. May Thy
holy Angels come forth to meet
them, and carry them to the city
of the heavenly Jerusalem. May
St. Peter, to whom Thou gavest
the keys of the kingdom of heaven,
receive them. May St. Paul, the
vessel of election, stand by them.
May St. John, the beloved disciple,
who had the revelation of the
secrets of heaven, intercede for:
them. May all the Holy Apostles,
who received from Thee the power
of binding and loosing, pray for






MEDITATIONS
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@ young invalid to meditate






MEDITATIONS FOR EIGHT
DAYS

Sunday
OUR LORD

I LACE yourself in the pres-
ence of God, kneeling with
your hands clasped.
2. Read slowly and devoutly

Apocalypse, chap. i, verses 10-18.

‘1 was, &c. down to ‘ of death and
of hell’

3. Bring all you have read be-
fore you at once, as if ycu saw our
Lord.

4. Then say to Him whatever
comes into your mind to say; for
instance :—

‘His eyes were as a flame of
fire, and ¢ His countenance shone
as the sun shineth in his strength.’

(1) O my God, the day will
come when I shall see that

countenance and those eyes,
x3a
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when my soul returns to Him
to be judged.

(2) Those eyes are so piercing:
they see through me; nothing is
hid from them. Thou countest
every hair of my head; Thou
knowest every breath I breathe;
Thou seest every morsel of food
I take.

(3) Those eyes are so pure.
They are so clear that I can
look into their depths, as into
some transparent well of water,
though I cannot see the bottom;
for Thou art infinite.

(4) Those eyes are so loving;
so gentle, so sweet; thcy seem
to say, ‘Come to Me.

5. Conclusion. O Lord, make
mc love Thee, make me love Thee.



Monday
GUARDIAN ANGEL

I LACE yourself in the pres-
ence of God, kneeling with
your hands clasped.
2. Read slowly and devoutly

Psalm xc. (as it is found in Compline)

3. Bring all you have read before
you, as if you saw the Angels pro-
tecting you, especially your Guar-
dian Angel.

4. Then say to God whatever is
suggested to you ; for instance:—

‘He hath given His Angels
charge over thee, to keep thee
in all thy ways. - Intheir hands
they shall bear thee up, lest thou
dash thy foot against a stone.’

(1) O my God, I will go for-
ward in Thy way, for my Guar-
dian goes with me. I am very
blind; I know not what is be-
fore me. [ know not what will
happen to me in life. I do not
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know whether I shall live long,
or die young. But this I know,
that in health and sickness, in
joy and sorrow, in youth and
age, Thou wilt be with me.

(2) O my sweet Guardian,
how beautiful thou art. I wish
I could see thee. And thou artas
pure and holy as thou art
beautiful, and thy breath in-
spires chaste thoughts. And as
gentle and kind as thou art
pure.

5. Conclusion—God of Angels,
have mercy on me. Queen of
Angels, pray for me.



Tuesday
ST. JOSEPH

I. LACE yourself in the pres-
ence of God, kneeling with
your hands clasped.
2. Read slowly and devoutly

Psalm xiv.

3. Bring all you have rcad be-
fore you at once, as if you saw our
Lord.

4. Then say to Him whatever
comes into your mind to say ; for
instance :—

(1) Joseph was pure and inno-
cent in a way unlike any other
man who ever lived, our Lord
excepted. His soul was as white
as snow. He had nothing what-
ever within his heart to make
him ashamed, and he would
have found it most difficult to
find matter for confession. O
Joseph, make me so blameless
and irreproachable that I should
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not care though friends saw into
my heart as perfectly as Jesus
and Mary saw into thine. O
gain me the grace of holy sim-
plicity and affectionateness, so
that I may love thee, Mary,
and, above all, Jesus, as thou
didst love Jesus and Mary.

(2) Joseph was as humble as
he was sinless. He never thought
of himself, but always of the
Infant Saviour, whom he carried
in his arms. O holy Joseph,
make me like thee in purity,
simplicity, innocence and devo-
tion.

5. Conclusion. — Jesus, mercy!
Mary, Joseph, pray for me.



Wednesday
ALL SAINTS

I. LACE yourself in the pres-
ence of God, kneeling with
hands clasped.
2. Read slowly and devoutly

Apocalypse, chap. vii. verses 9-17.

3. Bring all this before you as in
a picture.

4. Then say to Him whatever
comes into your mind to say ; for
instance :—

¢ They arc before the throne of
God, and serve Him day and
night in His Temple’ ¢They
shall not hunger nor thirst any
more ;' ‘The Lamb shall lead
them to the fountains of living
waters.’

(1) My dear Lord and Saviour,
shall I ever see Thee in heaven?
This world is very beautiful,
very attractive, and there are
many things and persons whom






Thursday
THE PARACLETE

1. LACE yourself in the pres-
ence of God, kneeling with
hands clasped.
2. Read slowly and devoutly

Psalm ciii. verses 29-36.

3. Try to imagine the secret
power of God dispensing blessing
and grace every moment all over
the earth.

4. Then say what is suggested
by that thought; for instance :—

(1) How mysterious is my
sovereign Lord and God! He
is doing things innumerable
always everywhere ; yet one does
not interfere with another. He
hears everything which is said
everywhere, yet He never con-
fuses one thing with another.
He sustains everything day and
night, yet He is not wearied. He
is at once most occupied, yet












Sunday
OUR LORD

1. LACE yourself in the pres-
ence of God, kneeling with
your hands clasped.
2. Read slowly and devoutly

The Apocalypse as last Sunday.

3. Bring all you have read be-
fore you at once, as if you saw our
Lord.

4. Thensay,* His head and hairs
were white like white wool, and as
snow.’

(1) Thy hair is white, O Jesus,
because Thou art the Ancient of
days, as the Prophet Daniel
speaks. From everlasting to
everlasting Thou art God.
Thou didst come indeed to
us as a little child—Thou didst
hang upon the Cross at anage of
life before as yet grey hairs come
—but, O my dear Lord, there
was always something mysteri-

Y






LITANIES

Being the finished portion of a Scheme of Litaniss
Jor the whole ycar

Y2



R



LITANIES!?

(1)
From Quinguagesima down to end
of Second Week in Lent

LITANY OF PENANCE

T ORD, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.

Christ, have mercy.

Christ, have mercy.

Lord, have mercy.

Lord, have mercy.

Christ, hear us.

Christ, graciously hear us.

God the Father of Heaven,

God the Son, Redeemer of the
world,

God the Holy Ghost,

Holy Trinity, one God,

Have mercy on us.

' All these Litanies, except the Litany of
St. Philip, are founded upon the Litanies to
be met with in the ordinary Catholic Prayer
books. None of them are Indulgenced, and
none authoriscd for use in public. The Litany
of St. Philip was composed by Cardinal New-
man about 1851, and altered by him from time
to time till printed in 1856.—W. N.






LITANY OF PENANCE

319

By Thy testimony to the Pub-
lican, who hung his head and
smote his breast,

By Thy welcome given to the
returning Prodigal,

By Thy gentleness with the
woman of Samaria,

By Thy condescension towards
Zacchzus, persuading him
to restitution,

By Thy pity upon the woman
taken in adultery,

By Thy love of Magdalen, who
loved much,

By Thy converting look, at
which Peter wept,

By Thy gracious words to the
thief upon the cross,

We sinners,
Beseech Thee, hear us.

That we may judge ourselves,
and so escape Thy judgment,

That we may bring forth
worthy fruits of penance,

That sin may not reign in our
mortal bodies,

That we may work out our
salvation with fear and
trembling,

Son of God,

Have mercy on us.

We beseech Thee, hear us.
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Lamb of God, who takest away
the sins of the world,

Spare us, O Lord.

Lamb of God, who takest away
the sins of the world,

Graciously hear us, O Lord.

Lamb of God, who takest away
the sins of the world,

Have mercy on us.

Christ, hear us.

Christ, graciously hear us.

O Lord, hear our prayer.
And let our cry come unto Thee.

Let us Pray.

Grant, we beseech Thee, O
Lord, to Thy faithful, pardon and
pcace, that they may be cleansed
from all their offences, and also
serve Thee with a quiet mind,
through Christ our Lord.—Amen.



(2)
From Third Sunday in Lent, to Passion
Sunday, exclusive

LITANY OF THE PASSION

ORD, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.

Christ, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.
Christ, hear us.
Christ, graciously hear us.

God the Father of Heaven,

God the Son, Redeemer of the
world,

God the Holy Ghost,

Holy Trinity, one God,

Jesus, the Eternal Wisdom,
The Word made flesh,

Hated by the world,

Sold for thirty pieces of silver,
Sweating blood in Thy agony,
Betrayed by Judas,

Forsaken by Thy disciples,

Have mercy on us
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From all sin,

From all evil,

From anger and hatred,

From malice and revenge,

From unbelief and hardness of
heart,

From blasphemy and sacrilege,

From hypocrisy and covetous-
ness,

From blindness of the under-
standing,

From contempt of Thy warn-
ings,

From relapse after Thy judg-
ments,

From danger of soul and body,

From everlasting death,

Lord Jesus, deliver us.

We sinners, Beseech Thee, kear us.

That Thou wouldest spare us,

That Thou wouldest pardon
us,

That Thou wouldest defend
Thy Church,

That Thou wouldest bless Thy
own,

That Thou wouldest convert
Thy foes,

That Thou wouldest spread
the truth,

Ve beseech Thee, hear us.
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Let us Pray.

O God, who for the redemption
of the world wast pleased to be
born; to be circumcised; to be
rejected ; to be betrayed; to be
bound with thongs; to be led to
the slaughter; to be shamefully
gazed at; to be falsely accused;
to be scourged and torn; to be
spit upon, and crowned with thorns;
to be mocked and reviled; to be
buffeted and struck with rods; to
be stripped; to be nailed to the
cross; to be hoisted up thereon;
to be reckoned among thieves; to
have gall and vinegar to drink;
to be pierced with alance : through
Thy most holy passion, which we,
Thy sinful servants, call to mind,
and by Thy holy cross and gracious
death, deliver us from the pains of
hell, and lead us whither Thou
didst lead the thief who was cru-
cified with Thee, who with the
Father and the Holy Ghost livest
and reignest, God, world without
end.—Awen.
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Mother, who didst see Him
scourged, and crowned with
thorns,

Mother, who didst stand by
Him whilst He hung upon
the cross,

Mother, who didst receive Him
into thine arms when He
was dead,

Mother, who didst see Him
buried in the tomb,

O Mary, Queen-of Martyrs,

O Mary, comfort of the sor-
rowful,

O Mary, help of the weak,

O Mary, strength of the fearful,

O Mary, lightof thedesponding,

O Mary, nursing-mother of the.
sick,

O Mary, refuge of sinners,

Through the bitter passion of
thy Son,

Through the piercing anguish
of thy heart,

Through thy heavy weight of
woe,

Through thy sadness and deso-
lation,

Pray for us.

Pray for us.

Save us by thy prayers.



Throngh thy perfect resigna-
ton,

Through thy meritorious pray-
ers,

F:om immoderate sadness,

From a cowardly spirit,

From an impatient temper,

From fretfulness and discon-
tent,

From sullenness and gloom,

From despair and unbelief,

From final impenitence,

We sinners,

Lesceclt tice, hear us.

I’reserve us from sudden death,

Tecach us how to die,

Succour us in our last agony,

Guard us from the enemy,

Bring us to a happy end,

Gain for us the gift of perse-
verance,

Aid us before the judgment
seat,

Mother of God,
Mother, most sorrowful,
Mother, most desolate,

Save us by thy prayers.

We beseech thee, hear us.
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Lamb of God, who takest away
the sins of the world,

Spare us, O Lord.

Lamb of God, who takest away
the sins of the world,

Graciously hear us, O Lord.

Lamb of God, who takest away
the sins of the world,

Have mercy on us.

Christ, hear us.

Christ, graciously hear us.

Lord, have mercy.

Christ, have mercy.

Lord, have mercy.

Succour us, O Blessed Virgin Mary,
In every time, and in every place.

Let us pray.

O Lord Jesus Christ, God and
man, grant, we beseech Thee, that
Thy dear Mother Mary, whose
soul the sword pierced in the hour
of Thy passion, may intercede for
us, now, and in the hour of our
death, through Thine own merits,
O Saviour of the world, who with
the Father and the Holy Ghost
livest and reignest, God, world
without end.—Awzen.

Z
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Jesus, the Judge of the world,

Who didst lay down Thy life
for Thy sheep,

Who didst rise again the third
day,

Who didst manifest Thyself
to Thy chosen,

Visiting Thy blessed Mother,

Appearing to Magdalen while
she wept,

Sending Thy angels to the
holy women,

Comforting the Eleven,

Saying to them, Peace,

Breathing on them the Holy
Ghost,

Confirming thefaith of Thomas,

Committing Thy flock to Peter,

Speaking of the Kingdom of
God,

We sinners, Beseech Thee, hear
us,

That we may walk in newness
of life,

That we may advance in the
knowledge of Thee,

That we may grow in grace,

That we may ever have the

bread of life,
z2

Have mercy on us.

We beseech Thee, hear us.
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Let us pray.

O God, who by Thy only be-
gotten Son hast overcomc death,
and opened on us the way to
eternal life, vouchsafe, we beseech
Thee, so to confirm us by Thy
grace, that we may in all things
walk after the manner of those who
have bcen redecmed from their
sins, through the same Jesus Christ
our Lord. —Amen.
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Heart of Mary, home of the
Word,

Heart of Mary, immaculate in
thy creation,

Heart of Mary, flooded with
grace,

Heart of Mary, blessed of all
hearts,

Heart .of Mary, Throne of
glory,

Heart of Mary, Abyss of hum-
bleness,

Heart of Mary, Victim of love,

Heart of Mary, nailed to the
Cross,

Heart of Mary, comfort of the
sad,

Heart of Mary, refuge of the
sinner,

Heart of Mary, hope of the
dying,

Heart of Mary, seat of mercy,

Pray for us.

Lamb of God, who takest away
the sins of the world,

Spare us, O Lord.

Lamb of God, who takest away
the sins of the world,

Graciously hear us, O Lord.






()
From August 15 to August 31

LITANY OF THE HOLY
NAME OF MARY

LORD, have mercy.

Lord, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.
© Christ, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.
Christ, hear us.
Christ, graciously hear us.
Son of Mary, hear us.
Son of Mary, graciously hear us.

Heavenly Father, who hast
Mary for Thy daughter,

Eternal Son, who hast Mary
for Thy mother,

Holy Spirit, who hast Mary
for Thy spouse,

Glorious Trinity, who hast
Mary for Thy hand-maid,

Mary, Mother of the Living
God,

Mary, Daughter of the Light
Unapproachable,

Mary, our light,

Have mercy on us.

Pray for us.
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Lamb of God, who t

the sins of the wo-
Have mercy on us. =
Christ, hear us, 2
Christ, gracior:
Lord, have -~
Christ, fa-
Lord, hr .1 jesus,

a with a sword,

V. I _reft of consolation,

} ,, standing by the Cross,
F Jary, ocean of bitterness,
Mary, rejoicing in God'’s will,
Mary, our Lady,
Mary, our Queen,
Mary, bright as the sun,
Mary, fair as the moon,
Mary, crowned with twelve

Pray jfor us.

stars,
Mary, scated on the right hand
of Jesus,
Mary, our sweetness,
M.y, our hope,
Mary, glory of Jerusalem,
Mary, joy of Isracl,

My, honour of vur people,

Lamb of God, who takest away
the sins of the world,
Spare us, QO Lord.
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Lamb of God, who takest away
the sins of the world,

Graciously hear us, O Lovd.

Lamb of God, who takest away
the sins of the world,

IHave mercy on us.

V. Hail Mary, full of grace, the
Lord is with thee.
K. Blessed art Thouamong women.

Let us pray.

O Almighty God, who seest
how earnestly we desire to place
ourselves under the shadow of the
name of Mary, vouchsafe, we
beseech Thee, that as often as we
invoke her in our need, we may
receive grace and pardon from
Thy holy heaven, through Christ
our Lord.—Amen.
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Lord, have mercy.

Lord, have mercy.

Christ, have mercy.

Christ, have mercy.

Lord, have mercy.

Lord, have mercy.

Christ, hear us.

Christ, graciously hear us.

God the Father of heaven,

Have mercy on us.

God the Son, Redeemer of the
world,

Have mercy on us.

God the Holy Ghost,

Have mercy on us.

Holy Trinity, one God,

Have mercy on us.

Holy Mary,

Pray for us.

Holy Mother of God,
Holy Virgin of Virgins,
St. Philip,

Vessel of the Holy Ghost,
Child of Mary,

Apostle of Rome,

Pray for us.
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Who didst so lovingly serve
the little ones,

Who didst wash the feet of
pilgrims,

Who didst ardently thirst after
martyrdom,

Who didst distribute the daily
word of God,

Who didst turn so many hearts
to God,

Who didst converse so sweetly
with Mary,

Who didst raise the dead,

Who didst set up thy houses
in all lands,

Pray for us..

Lamb of God, who takest away
the sins of the world,

Spare us, O Lord.

Lamb of God, who takest away
the sins of the world,

Graciously hear us, O Lord.

Lamb of God, who takest away
the sins of the world,

Have mercy on us.

Christ, hear us.

Christ, graciously hear us.

V. Remember thy Congregation.
R. Which thou hast possessed
from the beginning.
AA
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Let us pray.

O God, who hast exalted blessed
Philip, Thy Confessor, in the
glory of Thy saints, grant that, as
we rejoice in his commemoration,
so we may profit by the example
of his virtues, through Christ our
Lord.



LITANIZE DE S. PHILIPPQ

Kyrie eletson.
Christe eletson,
Kyrie eletson.
Christe, audi nos.
Christe, exaudi nos.
Pater de ccelis Deus,

Fili, Redemptor mundi, Deus, -

Spiritus Sancte, Deus,
Sancta Trinitas, Unus Deus,

Sancta Maria,

Sancta Dei Genitrix,

Sancta Virgo Virginum,

Sancte Philippe,

Vas SpiritQis- Sancti,

Apostolus Rome,

Consiliarius Pontificius,

Vox fatidica,

Vir prisci temporis,

Sanctus amabilis,

Heros umbratilis,

Pater suavissimus

Flos puritatis,

Martyr charitatis,

Cor flammigerum,

Discretor spirituum,
AAz

Miserere nobis.

Ora pro nobis.
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Qui sermones dulces cum
Maria contulisti,

Qui emortuum ab inferis
reduxisti,

Qui domos tuas in omni regione

Ora pro nobis.

constituisti,

Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata
mundi,

Parce nobis, Domnine.

Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata
mundi,

Exaud:i nos, Domine.

Agnus Dei, qui tollis pecccata
mundi,

Miserere nobis.

Ora pro nobis, Sancte Philippe,
Ut digni efficiamur promissionibus
Christi.

Oremus.

Deus, qui beatum Philippum,
Confessorem tuum, sanctorum
tuorum glorid sublimasti, concede
propitius, ut cujus commemora-
tione letamur, ejus virtutum pro-
ficiamus exemplo: per Christum
Dominum nostrum. Amen.






ANIMA CHRISTI

(TRANSLATED)



*ANIMA CHRISTI’!
(Zranslated)

OUL of Christ, be my sancti-
fication ;
Body of Christ, be my salvation ;
Blood of Christ, fill all my veins;
Water of Christ’s side, wash out
my stains ;
Passion of Christ, my comfort be ;
O good Jesu, listen to me ;
In thy wounds I fain would hide,
Ne'er to be parted from Thy side;
Guard me, should the foe assail
me;
Call me when my life shall fail me;
Bid me come to Thee above,
With Thy saints to sing Thy love,
World without end. Amen.

' Translated about 1854



THE HEART OF MARY



Written to place under a picture of the
Heart of Mary

THE HEART OF MARY

OLY the womb that bare
Him,
Holy the breasts that fed,
But holier still the royal heart
That in His passion bled.



A SHORT SERVICE

FOR ROSARY SUNDAY






A SHORT SERVICE FOR
ROSARY SUNDAY

Hymn—Litany in the ¢ Crown of Jesus,
2 410. Hymn. Then

N Jesus Christ is the fulness of
the Godhead with all its in-
finite sanctity. In Mary is reflected
the sanctity of Jesus, as by His
grace it could be found in a crea-
ture.

Mary, as the pattern both of
maidenhood and maternity, has ex-
alted woman’s state and nature, and
made the Christian virgin and the
Christian mother understand the
sacredness of their duties in the
sight of God.

Her very image is as a book in
which we may read at a glance the
mystery of the Incarnation, and
the mercy of the Redemption ; and
withal her own gracious perfections
also, who was made by her Divine
Son the very type of humility,
gentleness, fortitude, purity, pa-
tience, love.

What Christian mother can look






AVE MARIS STELLA
Hail, Star of the Sea

RULY art thouastar, O Mary!

Qur Lord indeed Himself,

Jesus Christ, He is the truest and
chiefest Star, the bright and morn-
ing Star, as St. John calls Him;
that Star which was foretold from
the beginning as destined to rise
out of Israel, and which was dis-
played in figure by the star which
appeared to the wise men in the
East. But if the wise and learned
and they who teach men in justice
shall shine as stars for ever and
ever ; if the angels of the Churches
are called stars in the Hand of
Christ ; if He honoured the apos-
tles even in the days of their flesh
by a title, calling them lights of the
world ; if even those angels who
fell from heaven are called by the
beloved disciple stars; if lastly all
the saints in bliss are called stars,
in that they are like stars differing
from stars in glory ; therefore most
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A TRIDUO TO ST. JOSEPH

First day

CONSIDER THE GLORIOUS TITLES
OF ST. JOSEPH.

E was the true and worthy
Spouse of Mary, supplying
in a visible manner the place of
Mary’s Invisible Spouse, the Holy
Ghost. He was a virgin, and his
virginity was the faithful mirror
of the virginity of Mary. He was
the Cherub, placed to guard the
new terrestrial Paradise from the
intrusion of every foe.
¥. Blessed be the name ot
Joseph.
K. Henceforth and for ever.
Amen.

LET uUs Prav.

God, who in Thine ineffable Pro-
vidence didst vouchsafe to choose
Blessed Joseph to be the husband of
Thy most holy Mother, grant, we
beseech Thee, that we may be made
worthy to receive him for our inter-
cessor in heaven, whom on earth we
venerate as our holy Protector: who
livest and reignest world without end.
Amen,

(Vide ¢ The Raccolla.’)







Third day

CONSIDER THE GLORIOUS TITLES
OF ST. JOSEPH.

E is Holy Joseph, because ac-
cording to the opinion of a
great number of doctors, he, as well
as St. John Baptist, was sanctified
cven before he was born. He is
Holy Joseph, because his office, of
being spouse and protector of
Mary, specially demanded sanctity.
He is Holy Joseph, because no
other Saint but he lived in such
and so long intimacy and famili-
arity with the source of all holiness,
Jesus, God incarnate, and Mary,
the holiest of creatures.
¥. Blessed be the name of
Joseph.
K. Henceforth and for ever.
Amen.

LET US Prav.

God, who in Thine ineffable Providence
didst vouchsafe, &c. ’
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Being part of an unfinished Novena to St. Philip






FOUR PRAYERS TO
ST. PHILIP

Praver II

MY decar and holy Patron,
Philip, I put myself into
thy hands, and for the love of
Jesus, for that love’s sake which
chose thee and made thee a saint,
I implore thee to pray for me, that,
as He has brought thee to heaven
so in due time He may take me to
heaven also.

And I ask of thec especially to
gain for me a truc devotion such as
thou hadst to the Holy Ghost, the
Third Person in the Ever-blessed
Trinity ; that, as He at Pen-
tecost so miraculously filled thy
heart with his grace, I too may in
my measure have the gifts neces-
sary for my salvation.

Therefore I ask thee to gain for
me those His seven great gifts, to
dispose and excite my heart
towards faith and virtue.

Beg for me the gift of Wisdom,






FOUR PRAYERS TO
ST. PHILIP

PraveEr III

MY dear and holy Patron,
Philip, I put myself into
thy hands, and for the love of
Jesus, for that love’s sake which
chose thee and made thee a saint,
I implore thee to pray for me, that,
as He has brought thee to heaven,
so in due time He may take me to
heaven also.
~And I beg of thee to gain for
me a true devotion to the Holy
Ghost, by means of that grace
which He Himself, the Third Per-
son of the glorious Trinity, bestows.
Gain for me a portion of that over-
flowing devotion which thou hadst
towards Him when thou wast on
earth ; for that, O my dear father,
was one of thy special distinctions
from other saints, that, though
they all adored supremely and
solely the Holy Ghost as their one
God, yet thou, like Pope St.






FOUR PRAYERS TO
ST. PHILIP

PrRAYER IV

MY dear and holy Patron,

Philip, I put mysclf into
thy hands, and for the love of
Jesus, for that love’s sake which
chose thee and made thee a saint,
I implore thee to pray for me, that,
as He has brought thee to heaven,
so in due time He may take me to
heaven also.

Thou art my glorious protector,
and, after Jesus, Mary, and Joseph,
canst do most for me in life and
death. In thy labours thou didst
follow thy Lord and Saviour, and
in thy hidden life and hidden
virtues, in thy purity, humility,and
fervour, art nearest to Mary and
Joseph of all saints. I have long
dedicated mysclf to thee, but I
have done nothing worthy of thce,
and I am ashamed to call myself
thinc, because thou hast a right to
have followers of great innocencc,
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A SHORT ROAD TO
PERFECTION

September 27, 1856

T is the saying of holy men that,
if we wish to be perfect, we
have nothing more to do than to
perform the ordinary duties of the
day well. A short road to perfec-
tion—short, not because easy, but
because pertinent and intelligible.
There are no short ways to perfec-
tion, but there are sure ones.

I think this is an instruction
which may be of great practical
use to persons like ourselves. It
is easy to have vague ideas what
perfection is, which serve well
enough to talk about, when we do
not intend to aim at it; but as
soon as a person really desires and
sets about seeking it himself, he is
dissatisfied with anything but what
is tangible and clear, and con-
stitutes some sort of direction to-
wards the practice of it.

We must bear in mind what is
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say the Angelus devoutly ; eat and
drink to God’s glory; say the
Rosary well ; be recollected ; keep
out bad thoughts; make your
evening meditation well ; examine
yourself daily ; go to bed in good
time, and you are already perfect.






PRAYER FOR

THE LIGHT OF TRUTH



PRAYER FOR THE LIGHT OF
TRUTH

I should like an enquirver lo say
continually

MY God, I confess that
Thou canst enlighten my
darkness. I confess that Thou
alone canst. 1 wisk my darkness
to be enlightened. I do not know
whether Thou wilt : but that Thou
canst and that I wish, are sufficient
rcasons for me to ask, what Thou
at lcast hast not forbidden my
asking. I hereby promise that by
Thy grace which I am asking, I
will embrace whatever I at length
feel certain is the truth, if cver I
come to be certain.  And by Thy
grace I will guard against all sclf-
deceit which may lead me to take
what nature would have, rather
than what reason approves.
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A HAPPY DEATH
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Veni, et educ vinctum dc domo
carceris, sedentem in tenebris et
umbri mortis.

Thursday

O Oriens, Splendor lucis aterna,
et sol justitie: Veni ct illumina
sedentes in tenebris et umbréi
mortis.

Friday
O Rex Gentium, et desideratus
earum, lapisque angularis, qui facis
utraque unum : Veni et salva
hominem, quem de limo formasti.

Saturday

O Emmanuel, Rex et Legifer
noster, Expectatio gentium, et
Salvator earum : Veni ad salvan-
dum nos, Domine Deus noster.

The Latin Antiphons are taken from
the Breviary in Advent.
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MEDITATIONS ON
CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE

I
HOPE IN GOD—CREATOR

(1)
Marck 6,1848

I. OD has crecated all things
for good ; all things for
their greatest good ; everything for
its own good. What is the good
of one is not the good of another;
what makes one man happy would
make another unhappy. God has
determined, unless I interfere with
His plan, that I should reach that
which will be my greatest happi-
ness. He looks on me individually,
He calls me by my name, He
knows what I can do, what I can
best be, what is my greatest happi-
ness, and He means to give it me.

2. God knows what is my
greatest happiness, but I do not.
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or ill report, comfort or discomfort,
Thy presence or the hiding of Thy
countenance, all is good if it comes
from Thee. Thou art wisdom and
Thou art love—what can I desire
more ? Thou hast led me in Thy
counsel, and with glory hast Thou
received me. What have I in
heaven, and apart from Thee
what want I upon earth? My
flesh and my heart faileth: but
God is the God of my heart, and
my portion for ever.

(2)
Marck 7

1. God was all-complete, all-
blessed in Himself ; but it was His
will to create a world for His glory.
He is Almighty, and might have
done all things Himself, but it has
been His will to bring about His
purposes by the beings He has
created. We are all created to His
glory—we are created to do His
will.. I am created to do something
or to be something for which no one
else is created ; I have a place in
God’s counsels, in God’s world,
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Whatever, wherever I am, I can
ncver be thrown away. If I am in
sickness, my sickness may serve
Him ; in perplexity, my perplexity
may serve Him ; if I am in sorrow,
my sorrow may serve Him. My
sickness, or perplexity, or sorrow
may be necessary causes of some
great end, which is quite beyond
us. He does nothing in vain; He
may prolong my life, He may
shorten it ; He knows what He is
about. He may take away my
friends, He may throw me among
strangers, He may make me feel
desolate, make my spirits sink,
hide the future from me—still He
knows what He is about.

O Adonai, O Ruler of Israel,

Thou that guidest Joseph like a
- flock, O Emmanuel, O Sapientia,
I give myself to Thee. I trust
Thee wholly. Thou art wiser than I
—more loving to me than I myself.
Deign to fulfil Thy high purposes
in me whatever they be—work in
and through me. I am born to
serve Thee, to be Thine, to be Thy
instrument. Let me be Thy blind
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so strange : that He should have
taken my flesh and died for me.
The former mystery anticipates
the latter; the latter does but
fulfil the former. Did He not love
me so inexpressibly, He would not
have suffered for me. I understand
now why He died for me, because
He loved me as a father loves his
son—not as a human father mercly,
but as the Eternal Father the
Eternal Son. I sce now the mean-
ing of that clse inexplicable humi-
liation : He preferred to regain me
rather than to create new worlds.

3. How constant is He in His
affection! He has loved us from
the time of Adam. He has said
from the beginning, ‘I will never
leave thee nor forsake thee’ He
did not forsake us in our sin. He
did not forsake me. He found me
out and regained me. He made
a point of it—He resolved to
restore me, in spite of myself, to
that blessedness which I was so
obstinately set against. And now
what does He ask of me, but that,
as He has loved me with an ever-
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HOPE IN GOD —-REDEEMER

(1)
THE MENTAL SUFFERINGS OF
OUR LORD

August 18, 1855

I. FTER all His discourses

were consummated (Matt.
xxvi. 1), fully finished and brought
to an end, then He said, The Son
of man will be betrayed to cruci-
fixion. As an army puts itself in
battle array, as sailors, before an
action, clear the decks, as dying
men make their will and then turn
to God, so though our Lord could
never ccase to speak good words,
did He sum up and complete His
teaching, and then commence His
passion. Then He removed by
His own act the prohibition which
kept Satan from Him, and opencd
the door to the agitations of His
human heart, as a soldier, who is to
suffer death, may drop his hand-
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content and distrust are spreading,
for the devil is abroad.

3. Judas, having once shewn
what he was, lost no time in carry-
ing out his malice. He went to
the Chief Priests, and bargained
with them to betray His Lord for
a price. Our Lord saw all that took
place within him; He saw Satan
knocking at his heart, and admit-
ted there and made an honoured
and beloved guest and an intimate.
He saw him go to the Priests and
heard the conversation between
them. He had seen it by His
foreknowledge all the time he
had been about Him, and when
He chose him. What we know
feebly as to be, affects us far more
vividly and very differently when it
actually takes place. Our Lord
had at length felt, and suffered
Himself to fecl, the cruelty of the
ingratitude of which He was
the sport and victim. He had
treated Judas as one of His most
familiar friends. He had shown
marks of the closest intimacy ; He
had made Him the purse-keeper of
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burdens, He bears that of old age
too. But so it is; His face is at
once most venerable, yet most
childlike, most calm, most sweet,
most modest, beaming with sanctity
and with loving kindness. His
eyes rivet me and move my heart.
His breath is all fragrant, and
transports me out of myself. Oh,
I will look upon that face for ever,
and will not cease.

5. And I see suddenly some one
come to Him, and raise his hand
and sharply strike Him on that
heavenly face. Itis a hard hand,
the hand of a rude man, and
perhaps has iron upon it. It could
not be so sudden as to take Him
by surprise who knows all things
past and future, and He shows no
sign of resentment, remaining calm
and grave as before; but the ex-
pression of His face is marred; a
great wheal ariseg, and in a little
time that all-gracious Face is hid
from me by the effects of this in-
dignity, as if a cloud came over It

6. A hand was lifted up against
EE
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raise me. I cannot look on Thee;
I shrink from Thee; I throw my
arms round my face; I crouch to
the earth. Satan will pull me
down if Thou take not pity. It
is terrible to turn to Thee ; but oh
turn Thou me, and so shall I be
turned. Itis a purgatoryto endure
the sight of Thee, the sight of my-
self—I most vile, Thou most
holy. Yet make me look once
more on Thee whom I have so in-
comprehensibly affronted, for Thy
countenance is my only life, my only
hope and health lies in looking on
Thee whom I have pierced. So I
put myself before thee ; I look on
Thee again ; I endure the pain in
order to the purification.

O my God, how can I look
Thee in the face when I think of
my ingratitude, so deeply seated, so
habitual, so immovable—or rather
so awfully increasing! Thou
loadest me day by day with Thy
favours, and fecdest me with Thy-
self, as Thou didst Judas, yet I not
only do not profit thereby, but I do

not even make any acknowledg-
EE2
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Let others wound Thee—let not
me. Let me not have to think
that Thou wouldest have had this
or that pang of soul or body the
less, except for me. O my God, I
am so fast in prison that I cannot
get out. O Mary, pray for me. O
Philip, pray for me, though I do
not deserve Thy pity.

(2)

OUR LORD REFUSES SYMPATHY

I YMPATHY may be called

an eternal law, for itis sig-
nified or rathertranscendentally and
archetypically fulfilled in the inef-
fable mutual love of the Divine
Trinity.  God, though infinitely
One, has ever been Three. Heever
has rejoiced in His Son and His
Spirit, and they in Him—and thus
through all eternity He has existed,
not solitary, though alone, having
in this incomprehensible multipli-
cation of Himself and reiteration of
His Person, such infinitely perfect
bliss, that nothing He has created
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was when St. Elizabeth and the
l{oly Baptist had formed part of
the Holy Family. St. Elizabeth,
like St. Joseph, had been removed
by death, and was waiting His
coming to break that bond which
detained both her and St. Joseph
from heaven. St. John had been
cut off from his home and man-
kind, and the sympathies of earth,
long since—and had now begun to
preach the coming Saviour, and
was waiting and expecting His
manifestation.

Give me grace, O Jesus, to live
in sight of that blessed company.
Let my life be spent in the presence
of Thee and Thy dearest friends.
Though I sece them not, let not
what I do see seduce me to give my
heart elsewhere. Because Thou
hast blessed me so much and given
to me friends, let me not depend or
rely or throw myself in any way
upon them, but in Thee be my life,
and my conversation and daily
walk among those with whom Thou
didst surround Thyself on earth,
and dost now delight Thyself in in



422 ON CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE

heaven. Be my soul with Thee,
and, because with Thee, with Mary
and Joseph and Elizabeth and
John.

9. Nor did He, as time went on,
give up Mary and Joseph only.
There still remained to Him in-
visible attendants and friends, and
He had their sympathy, but them
He at length gave up also. From
the time of His birth we may sup-
pose He held communion with the
spirits of the Old Fathers, who had
prepared His coming and prophe-
sied of it. On one occasion He
was seen all through the night, con-
versing with Moses and Elias, and
that conversation was about His
Passion. What a field of thought
is thus opened to us, of which we
know how little. When he passed
wholenights in prayer, it wasgreater
refreshment to soul and body than
sleep. Who could support and
(so to say) re-invigorate the Divine
Lord better than that ¢/audabilis
numerus’ of Prophets of which He
was the fulfilment and antitype?
Then He might talk with Abraham
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in the Blessed Sacrifice. I see
the Blessed Mary at Mass, and
St. John celebrating. She is wait-
ing for the moment of her Son’s
Presence : now she converses with
Him in the sacred rite; and what
shall I say now? She receives
Him, to whom once she gave birth.

O Holy Mother, stand by me
now at Mass time, when Christ
comes to me, as thou didst minister
to Thy infant Lord—as Thou
didst hang upon His words when
He grew up, as Thou wast
found under His cross. Stand by
me, Holy Mother, that I may gain
somewhat of thy purity, thy inno-
cence, thy faith, and He may be
the one object of my love and my
adoration, as He was of thine.

14. There were others who more
directly ministered to Him, and of
whom we are told more—the Holy
Angels. It was the voice of the
Archangel that announced to the
prophet Hiscoming which consigned
the Eternal to the womb of Mary.

Angels hymned His nativity and
FF2
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(3

THE BODILY SUFFERINGS OF
OUR LORD

April 19, Wednesday in
Holy Week

I IS bodily pains were

greater than those of
any martyr, because He willed
them to be greater. All pain of
body depends, as to be felt at all,
so to be felt in this or that degree,
on the nature of the living mind
which dwells in that body. Vege-
tables have no feeling because they
have no living mind or spirit within
them. Brute animals feel more or
less according to the intelligence
within them. Man feels more than
. any brute, because he has a soul ;
Christ’s soul felt more than that of
any other man, because His soul
was exalted by personal union with
the Word of God. Christ felt bodily
pain more keenly than any other
man, as much as man feels pain
more keenly than any other animal.

2. It is a relief to pain to have
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as it were, directly into His bosom,

and suffered all He suffered with a
full consciousness of suffering.

3. Christ would not drink the
drugged cup which was offered to
Him to cloud His mind. He
willed to have the full sense of
pain. His soul was so intently
fixed on His suffering as not
to be distracted from it; and
it was so active, and recollected
the past and anticipated the
future, and the whole passion
was, as it were, concentrated on
each moment of it, and all that
He had suffered and all that He
was to suffer lent its aid to in-
crease what He was suffering.
Yet withal His soul was so .calm
and sober and unexcited as to
be passive, and thus to receive the
full burden of the pain on it, with-
out the power of throwing it off
Him. Moreover, the sense of con-
scious innocence, and the know-
ledge that His sufferings would
come to an end, might have sup-
ported Him ; but He repressed the
comfort and turned away His
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and lukewarmness; we do not
deserve to rejoice in Easter, yet we
cannot help doing so. We feel
more of pleasure, we rejoice in Thee
more than our past humiliation
warrants us in doing; yet may
that very joy be its own warrant.
O be indulgent to us, for the merits
of Thy own all-powerful Passion,
and for the merits of Thy Saints.
Accept us as Thy little flock, in
the day of small things, in a fallen
country, in an age when faith and
love are scarce. Pity us and spare
us and give us peace.

O my own Saviour, now in the
tomb but soon to arise, Thou hast
paid the price ; itis done—consum-
matum est—it is secured. O fulfil
Thy resurrection in us, and as
Thou hast purchased us, claim us,
take possession of us, make us
Thine.

GG
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all, whether I wish it or no. What
a strait I shall then be in if I do
not love Him, and there is then
nothing else to love! if I feel
averse to Him, and He is then
ever looking upon me!

2. Ah, my dear Lord, how can 1
bear to say that Thou wilt be all
in all, whether I wish it or no?
Should I not wish it with my whole
heart? What can give me happi-
ness but Thou? If I had all the
resources of time and sense about
me, just as I have now, should 1
not in course of ages, nay of years,
weary of them? Did this world
last for ever, would it be able cver
to supply my soul with food? Is
there any earthly thing which I do
not weary of at length even now?
Do old men love what young men
love ? is there not constantchange ?
I am sure then, my God, that the
time would come, though it might
be long in coming, when I should
have exhausted all the cnjoyment
which the world could give. Thou
alone, my dear Lord, art the food
for eternity, and Thou alonc.

GG2
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utterly ashamed of my own reluc-
tance! Rouse me from sloth and
coldness, and make me desire
Thee with my whole heart. Teach
me to love meditation, sacred read-
ing, and prayer. Teach me to love
that which must engage my mind
for all eternity.

(2

JESUS CHRISTUS HERI ET HODIE :
IPSE ET IN SZECULA

Sesus Christ yesterday and to-day, and
the same jfor ever.

I. LL things change here

below. I say it, O Lord ;
I believe it ; and I shall feel it more
and more the longer I live. Before
Thy eyes, most awful Lord, the
whole future of my life lies bare.
Thou knowest exactly what will
befall me every year and every
day till my last hour. And, though
I know not what Thou seest concern-
ing me, so much I know, viz. that
Thou dost read in my life perpetual
change. Not a year will leave me
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They never can lose their blessed-
ness, for they never can lose Thee.
They have no anxiety, no mis-
givings—because they love the
Creator ; not any being of time
and sense, but ¢ Jesus Christ, the
same yesterday and to-day, who
is also for ever.’

3. My Lord, my Only God,
‘Deus meus et omnia, let me never
go after vanities.” ‘Vanitas vanita-
tum et omnia vanitas’ All is vanity
and shadow here below. Let me
not give my heart to anything here.
Let nothing allure me from Thee ;
O keep me wholly and entirely,
Keep thou this most frail heart and
this most weak head in Thy Divine
keeping. Draw me to Thee morn-
ing, noon, and night for consolation.
Be thou my own bright Light, to
which I look, for guidance and for
peace. Let me love Thee, O my
Lord Jesus, with a pure affection
and a fervent affection! Let me
love Thee with the fervour, only
greater, with which men of this
earth love beings of this earth.
Let me have that tenderness and






GOD AND THE SOUL 449

And I feel the truth of all this, in
my own degree, because Thou
hast mercifully taken our nature
upon Thee, and hast come to me
as man. ‘Lt vidimus gloriam ejus,
gloriam quasi Unigeniti a Patre’—
‘and we saw His glory, the glory as
it were of the only begotten of the
Father” The more, O my decar
Lord, I meditate on Thy words,
works, actions, and sufferings in
the Gospel, the more wonderfully
glorious and beautiful I see Thee
to be.

2. And therefore, O my dear
Lord, since I perceive Thee to be
so beautiful, I love Thee, and
desire to love Thee more and
more. Since Thou art the One
Goodness, Beautifulness, Glorious-
ness, in the whole world of being,
and there is nothing like Thec,
but Thou art infinitely more glori-
ous and good than even the most
beautiful of creatures, therefore I
love Thee with a singular love, a
one, only, sovereign love. Every-
thing, O my Lord, shall be dull
and dim to me, after looking at
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miserable tyranny. Break my
bonds —raise my heart. Keep
my whole being fixed on Thece
Let me never lose sight of Thee;
and, while I gaze on Thee, let my
love of Thec grow more and more
every day.
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and so we left Thee. O my God,
what a return is it that we—that I
---make Thee when we sin! what
dreadful unthankfulness is it! and
what will be my punishment for
refusing to be happy, and for pre-
ferring hell to heaven! I know
what the punishment will be ; Thou
wilt say, ‘ Let him have it all his
own way. He wishes to perish ;
let him perish. He despises the
graces I give him ; they shall turn
to a curse.

2. Thou, O my God, hast a
claim on me, and I am wholly
Thine! Thou art the Almighty
Creator, and I am Thy workman-
ship. I am the work of Thy
Hands, and Thou art my owner.
As well might the axe or the
hammer exalt itself against its
framer, as I against Thee. Thou
owest me nothing ; I have no rights
in respect to Thee, I have only
duties. I depend on Thee for life,
and health, and every blessing every
moment. I have no more power
of cxercising will as to my life
than axe or hammer. I depend
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with it, and, even if I do not com-
mit great sins, I have no grecat
reluctance to do small ones. O
my God, what a great and awful
difference is there between what I
am and what I ought to be!

(2)
AGAINST TIHEE ONLY IIAVE
I SINNED
1. Y God, I dare not offend

any earthly superior; I
am afraid—for I know I shall get
into trouble —yet I dare offend
Thee. I know, O Lord, that, ac-
cording to the greatness of the
person offended against, the greater
is the offence. Yet I do not fear
to offend Thee, whom to offend is
to offend the infinite God. O my
dear Lord, how should I myself
feel, what should I say of myself,
if I were to strike some revered
supcrior on earth? if I were vio-
lently to deal a blow upon some
one as revered as a father, or a
priest ; if I were to strike them
on the face? I cannot bear even
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of decath I bear about me. And,
not only teach me about it, but
in Thy mercy and by Thy grace
remove it.

(4)

THE EVIL OF SIN

f. Y God, I know that

Thou didst create the
whole universe very good; and
if this was true of the material
world which we see, much more
true is it of the world of rational
beings. The innumerable stars
which fill the firmament, and the
very elements out of which the
carth is made, all are carried
through their courses and their
operations in perfect concord ; but
much higher was the concord which
reigned in heaven when the Angels
were first created. At that first
moment of their existence the
main orders of the Angels were
in the most excellent harmony,
and beautiful to contemplate;
and the creation of man was
expected next, to continue that
harmony in the instance of a
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imperfection as an impropriety, or
want of taste or infirmity, O my
soul, consider carefully the great
difference between the views of sin
taken by Almighty God and the
world! Which of the two views
do you mean to believe ?

3. O my soul, which of the two
wilt thou believe—the word of God
or the word of man ? Is God right
or is the creature right? is sin the
greatest of all possible evils or the
least? My Lord and Saviour, [
have no hesitation which to believe.
Thou art true, and every man a liar.
I will believe Thee, above the whole
world. My God, imprint on my
heart the infamous deformity of sin.
Teach me to abhor it as a pesti-
lence—as a fierce’flame destroying
on every side; as my death. lLet
me take up arms against it, and
devote myself to fight under Thy
banner in overcoming it.
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art ever with me. Thou art pre-
sent and conscious of all I think,
say, or do. Tu Deus qui vidisti
me—*Thou, God, who hast seen me.’
Every deed or act, however slight ;
every word, however quick and
casual ; every thought of my heart,
however secret, however momen-
tary, however forgotten, Thou seest,
O Lord, Thou seest and Thou
notest down. Thou hast a book;
Thou enterest in it every day of my
life. I forget; Thou dost not forget
There is stored up the history of all
my past years, and so it will be
till I die—the leaves will be filled
and turned over—and the book at
length finished. Quo 60 a Spiritu
Tuo—* whither shall I go from Thy
Spirit?’ [ am in Thy hands, O
Iord, absolutely.

2. My God, how often do I act
wrongly, how seldom rightly ! how
dreary on the whole are the acts of
any one day! All my sins, of-
fences, and negligences, not of one
day only, but of all days, are in Thy
book. And every sin, offence, ne-
gligence, has a scparate dcfinite
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I will believe that it is as I havesaid.
I will never have faith in riches,
rank, power, or reputation. I will
never set my heart on worldly suc-
cess or on worldly advantages. I
will never wish for what men call
the prizes of life. I will ever, with
Thy grace, make much of those
who are despised or neglected,
honour the poor, revere the suffer-
ing, and admire and venerate Thy
saints and confessors, and take my
part with them in spite of the
world.

3. And lastly, O my dear Lord,
though I am so very weak that I
am not fit to ask Thee for suffering
as a gift, and have not strength to
do so, at least I will beg of Thee
grace to meet suffering well, when
Thou in Thy love and wisdom dost
bring it upon me. Let me bear
pain, reproach, disappointment,
slander, anxiety, suspense, as Thou
wouldest have me, O my Jesu, and
as Thou by Thy own suffering
hast taught me, when it comes.
And I promise too, with Thy

grace, that I will never set myself
112






VI
THE RESURRECTION

()
THE TEMPLES OF THE
HOLY GHOST

1. T ADORE Thee, O Eternal

Word, for Thy gracious
condescension, in not only taking
a created nature, a created spirit
or soul, but a material body. The
Most High decreed that for ever
and ever He would subject Himself
to a created prison. He who from
eternity was nothing but infinite
incomprehensible Spirit, beyond all
laws but those of His own tran-
scendent Greatness, willed that for
the eternity to come He should be
united, in the most intimate of
unions, with that which was under
the conditions of a creature. Thy
omnipotence, O Lord, ever protects
itself—-but nothing short of that
omnipotence could enable Thee so
to condescend without a loss of
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nailed to the Cross, confige timore
tuo carnes meas—* pierce Thou my
flesh with Thy fear;’ crucify my
soul and body in all that is sinful
in them, and make me pure as
Thou art pure.

(2)
GOD ALONE

Thomas says to Him, * My Lord and
my God.

I. ADORE Thee, O my God

with Thomas; and if I
have, like him, sinned through un-
belief, I adore Thee the more. I
adore Thee as the One Adorable,
I adore Thee as more glorious in
Thy humiliation, when men dec-
spised Thee, than when Angels
worshipped Thee. Deus meus et
omnia— My God and my all” To
have Thee is to have everything I
can have. O my Eternal Father,
give me Thyself. I dared not
have made so bold a request, it
would have been presumption, un-
less Thou hadst encouraged me.
Thou hast put it into my mouth,
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all penal suffering, I see Thee for
the first time with these very eyes
of mine, I see Thy countenance,
gaze upon Thy eyes and gracious
lips “without quailing, and then
kneel down with joy to kiss Thy
feet, and am welcomed into Thy
arms. O my only true Lover, the
only Lover of my soul, Thee will
I love now, that I may love Thec
then. What a day, a long day
without ending, the day of eternity,
when I shall be so unlike what I
am now, when I feel in myself a
body of death, and am perplexed
and distracted with ten thousand
thoughts, any one of which would
keep me from heaven. O my
Lord, what a day when I shall
have done once for all with all
sins, venial as well as mortal, and
shall stand perfect and acceptable
in Thy sight, able to bear Thy
presence, nothing shrinking from
Thy eye, not shrinking from the
pure scrutiny of Angels and Arch-
angels, when I stand in the midst
and they around me!

3. O my God, though I am not
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knoweth whereof we are made;
He knoweth we are but dust.

2. My God, what hast Thou
done for me! Men say of Thee,
O my only Good, that Thy judg-
ments are severe, and Thy punish-
ments excessive. All I can say
is, that I have not found them so
in my own case. Let others
speak for themselves, and Thou
wilt meet and overcome them to
their own confusion in the day of
reckoning. With them 1 have
nothing to do—7/ou wilt settle
with them—but for me the only
cxpericnce that /7 have is Thy
dealings with myself, and here 1
bcar witness, as I know so en-
tirely and fcel so intimately, that
to me Thou hast been nothing but
forbcarance and mercy. O how
Thou dost forget that I have ever
rebelled against Thee! Again and
again dost Thou help me. I fall,
yet Thou dost not cast me off. In
spite of all my sins, Thou dost
still love me, prosper me, comfort
me, surround me with blessings,
sustain mec, and further me. 1
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grieve Thy good grace, yet Thou
dost give more. I insult Thee,
yet Thou never dost take offence,
but art as kind as if I had nothing
to explain, to repent of, to amend
—as'if I were Thy best, most faith-
ful, most steady and loyal friend.
Nay, alas! I am even led to pre-
sume upon Thy love, it is so like
easiness and indulgence, though I
ought to fear Thee. I confess it,
O my true Saviour, every day is
but a fresh memorial of Thy un-
wearied, unconquerable love |

3. O my God, suffer me still—bear
with me in spite of my wayward-
ness, perverseness, and ingrati-
tude! I improve very slowly, but
really I am moving on to heaven,
or at least I wish to move. I am
putting Thee before me, vile sinner
as I am, and I am really thinking
in earnest of saving my soul. Give
me time to collect my thoughts,
and make one good effort. I pro-
test I will put off this languor and
lukewarmness—1I will shake myself
" from this sullenness and despond-
ency and gloom — I will rouse
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myself, and be cheerful, and walk
in Thy light. I will have no hope
or joy but Thee. Only give me
Thy grace--meet me with Thy
grace, I will through Thy grace do
what I can—and Thou shalt perfect
itforme. Then I shall have happy
days in Thy presence, and in the
sight and adoration of Thy five
Sacred Wounds,



VII
GOD WITH US

(1)

THE FAMILIARITY OF JESUS

1. HE Holy Baptist was scpa-

rated from the world. He
was a Nazarite. He went out {rom
the world, and placed himself over
against it, and spoke to it from his
vantage ground, and called it to re-
pentance. Then went out all Jeru-
salem to himinto the desert, and he
confronted it face to face. But in
his teaching he spoke of One who
should come to them and speak to
them in a far different way. He
should not separate Himself from
them, He should not display Him-
self as some higher being, but as
their brother, as of their flesh and
of their bones, as one among many
brethren, as one of the multitude
and amidst them; nay, He was
among them already. ‘Medius
vestrum stetit, quem wvos nmescitis’

KF
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thew’s Gospel of Himself: ‘John
came neither eating nor drinking
—The Son of man came eating
and drinking, and they say : Be-
hold a man that is a glutton
and wine-drinker” John might be
hated, but he was respected ; Jesus
was despised. See also Mark i. 22,
27, 37, iii. 21, for the astonishment
and rudeness of all about Him.
The objection occurs az once, ii. 16.
What a marked feature it must
have been of our Lord’s character
and mission, since two Evangelists,
so independent in their narrations,
record it! The prophet had said
the same (Isai. liii. ¢ He shall,’ &c.).

2. This was, O dear Lord, be-
cause Thou so lovest this human
nature which Thou hast created.
Thou didst not love us merely as
Thy creatures, the work of Thy
hands, but as men. Thou lovest
all, for Thou hast created all; but
Thou lovest man more than all.
How is it, Lord, that this should
be? What is there in man, above
others ? Quid est homo, quod memor

es e¢jus? yet, nusquam Angelos
KK2
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largely to do Thy work, for which
the Father sent Thee. Thou didst
not do it by halves—and, while
that magnificence of Sacrifice is
Thy glory as God, it is our consola-
tion and aid as sinners. O dearest
Lord, Thou art more fully man than
the holy Baptist, than St. John,
Apostle and Evangelist, than Thy
own sweet Mother. As in Divine
knowledge of me Thou art beyond
them all, so also in experience and
personal knowledge of my nature.
Thou art my elder brother. How
can I fear, how should I not repose
my whole heart on one so gentle,
so tender, so familiar, so unpre-
tending, so modest, so natural, so
humble? Thou art now, though
in heaven, just the same as Thou
wast on earth: the mighty God,
yet the little child—the all-holy,
yet the all-sensitive, ail-human,
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possessing Thee at all? It is sin
that has reduced me to live by faith,
as I must at best, and should I not
rejoice in such a life, O Lord my
God ? I see and know, O my good
Jesus, that the only way in which
I can possibly approach Thee in
this world is the way of faith, faith
in what Thou hast told me, and I
thankfully follow this only way
which Thou hast given me.

2. O my God, Thou dost over-
abound in mercy ! To live by faith
is my necessity, from my present
state of being and from my sin;
but Thou hast pronounced a bless-
ing on it. Thou hast said that I am
more blessed if I believe on Thee,
than if I saw Thee. Give me to
share that blessedness, give it to me
in its fulness. Enable me to believe
as if Isaw ; let me have Thee always
before me as if Thou wert always
bodily and sensibly present. Let
meever hold communionwith Thee,
my hidden, but my living God.
Thou art in my innermost heart.
Thou art the life of my life. Every
breath I breathe, every thought of
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The prophecy is fulfilled more than
ever now ; but /7 know what the
world knows not. O accept my
homage, my praise, my adoration !
—1let me at least not be found want-
ing. I cannot help the sins of
others—but one at least of those
whom Thou hast redeemed shall
turn round and with a loud voice
glorify God. The more men scoff,
the more will I believe in Thee, the
good God, the good Jesus, the hid-
den Lord of life, who hast done me
nothing else but good from the
very first moment that I began to
live,

(3)

JESUS THE LIGHT OF THE SOUL

Mane nobiscum, Domine, quoniam
advesperascit.

Stay with us, because it is towards
evening.

1. ADORE Thee, O my God,

as the true and only Light!
From Eternity to Eternity, before
any creature was, when Thou wast
alone, alone but not solitary, for
Thou hast ever been Three in One,
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Thee and live? If I were placed
in the illumination of Thy counte-
nance, I should shrink up like the
grass. O most gracious God, who
shall approach Thee, being so glori-
ous, yet how can I keep from Thee?

2. How can I keep from Thee?
For Thou, who art the Light of
Angels, art the only Light of my
soul. Thou enlightenest every man
that cometh into this world. I am
utterly dark, as dark as hell, with-
out Thee. I droop and shrink when
Thou art away. I revive only in
proportion as Thou dawnest upon
me. Thou comest and goest at Thy
will. O my God, I cannot keep
Thee! I can only beg of Thee to
stay. ¢ Mane nobiscum, Domine, -
quoniam advesperascit” Remain
till morning, and then go not with-
out giving me a blessing. Remain
with me till death in this dark
valley, when the darkness will end.
Remain, O Light of my soul, jam
advesperascit! The gloom, which
is not Thine, falls over me. I am
nothing. I have little command of
myself. Icannot do what I would.
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me preach Thee without preaching
—not by words, but by my example
and by the catching force, the sym-
pathetic influence, of what I do—
by my visible resemblance to Thy
saints, and the evident fulness of
the love which my heart bears to
Thee.
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whether we be not, Thou art onc
and the same always, the Son suffi-
cient for the Father, the Father for
the Son—and all other things, in
themselves, but vanity. All things
once were not, all things might not
be, but it would be enough for the
Father that He had begotten His
co-equal consubstantial Son, and
for the Son that He was embraced
in the Bosom of the Eternal Father.
O adorable mystery! Human
reason has not conducted me to it,
but I believe. I believe, because
Thou hast spoken, O Lord. I joy-
fully accept Thy word about Thy-
self. Thou must know what Thou
art—and who else? Not I surely,
dust and ashes, except so far as
Thou tellest me. I take then Thy
own witness, O my Creator! and I
believe firmly, I repeat after Thee,
what I do not understand, because
I wish to live a life of faith ; and I
prefer faith in Thee to trust in my-
sclf.

2. O my great God, from eternity
Thou wast sufficient for Thyself'!
The Father was sufficient for the
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hear of, live not unless they live
by Thee. They live in Thee, or else
they live not at all. No one can be
saved out of Thee. Let me never
forget this in the business of theday.
O give me a true love of souls, of
those souls forwhom Thou didst die.
Teach me to pray for their conver-
sion,to do my part towards effecting
it. However able they are, however
amiable, however high and distin-
guished, they cannot be saved
unless they have Thee. O my
all-sufficient L.ord, Thou only suf-
ficest! Thy blood is sufficient for
the whole world. As Thou art
sufficient for me, so Thou art
sufficient for the entire race of
Adam. O my Lord Jesus, let Thy
Cross be more than sufficient for
them, let it be effectual! Let it be
effectual for me more than all, lest I
‘have all and abound,’ yet bring no
fruit to perfection,

LL
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could touch Thee, because there
was nothing but what Thou didst
create and couldst destroy.. Again,
I adore Thee in this Thy infinite
stability, which is the centre and
stay of all created things.

2. Man on the contrary is ever
changing. Not a day passes but I
am nearer the grave. Whatever be
my age, whatever the number of
my years, I am ever narrowing the
interval between time and eternity.
I am ever changing in myself.
Youth is not like age; and I am
continually changing, as I pass
along out of youth towards the end
of life. O my God, I am crumbling
away,as I go on! I am already
dissolving into my first elements.
My soul indeed cannot die, for
Thou hast made it immortal ; but
my bodily frame is continually re-
solving into that dust out of which
it was taken. All below heaven
changes: spring, summer, autumn,
each has its turn. The fortunes of
the world change ; what was high,
lies low ; what was low rises high.
Riches take wings and flee away ;

LL2






GOD ALONE UNCHANGEABLE §og9

ever looking towards Thee, and
ever leaning on Thy arm. I know,
O Lord, I must go through trial,
temptation, and much conflict, if I
am to come to Thee. I know not
what lies before me, but I know
as much as this. I know, too, that
if Thou art not with me, my change
will be for the worse, not for the
better. Whatever fortune I have,
be I rich or poor, healthy or sick,
with friends or without, all will
turn to evil if I am not sustained
by the Unchangeable ; all will turn
to good if I have Jesus with me,
yesterday and to-day thc same, and
for ever.
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special blessedness. It islove. I
adore Thee, O my infinite Love !

2. And when Thou hadst created
us, then Thou didst but love more,
if that were possible. Thou didst
love not only Thy own Co-equal
Self in the multiplied Personality
of the Godhead, but Thou didst
love Thy creatures also. Thou
wast love to us, as well as Love in
Thyself. Thou wast love to man,
more than to any other creatures.
It was love that brought Thee from
heaven, and subjected Thee to the
laws of a created nature. It was love
alone which was able to conquer
Thee, the Highest—and bring Thee
low. Thou didst die through
Thine infinite love of sinners. And
it is love, which keeps Thee here
still, even now that Thou hast as-
cended on high, in a small taber-
nacle,and under cheap and common
outward forms, O Awwor meus, if
Thou wert not infinite Love, would-
est Thou remain here, one hour,
imprisoned and exposed to slight,
indignity, and insult? O my God,
I do not know what infinity means
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to love Thee? I do not know
what Thou hast done for others
personally, though Thou hast died
for all—but I know what Thou
hast done specially for me. Thou
hast done that for me, O my love,
which ought to make me love Thee
with all my powers.
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things. I use words which I
cannot master ; but I believe, O
God, that to be true, which I
thus feebly express in human lan-

guage.

2. My God, I adore Thee, as
holy without, as well as holy
within. I adore Thee as holy in
all Thy works as well as in Thy
own nature. No creature can ap-
proach Thy incommunicable sanc-
tity, but Thou dost approach, and
touch, and compass, and possess,
all creatures; and nothing lives
butin Thee, and nothing hast Thou
created but what is good. [ adore
Thee, as having made everything
good after its kind. I adore Thee,
as having infused Thy preserving
and sustaining power into all things,
while Thou didst create them,
so that they continue to live, though
Thou dost not touch them, and
do not crumble back into nothing.
I adore Thee, as having put real
power into them, so that they are
able to act, although from Thee
and with Thee and yet of them-
selves. I adore Thee as having
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wilt call me to Thee when I die,
and judge me. Woe is me, for I
am a man of unclean lips, and
dwell in the midst of a people of
unclean lips! Thy Cross, O Lord,
shows the distance that is between
Thee and me, while it takes it
away. It shows both my great
sinfulness and Thy utter abhor-
rence of sin. Impart to me, my
dear Lord, the doctrine of the
Cross in its fulness, that it may
not only teach me my alicnation
from Thee, but convey to me the
virtue of Thy reconciliation.
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plain all the prophecies which
related to Thyself. And Thou
didst commit to the Apostles
the Sacraments in fulness, and the
truths which it was Thy will to
reveal, and the principles and
maxims by which Thy Church
was to be maintained and go-
verned. And thus Thou didst
prepare them against the day of
Pentecost (as the risen bodies
‘were put into shape for the Spirit
in the Prophet’s vision), when life
and illumination was to be infused
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into them. I will think over all
Thou didst say to them with a
true and simple faith. The ‘king-
dom of God’ was Thy sacred
subject. ILet me never for an
instant forget that Thou hast
established on earth a kingdom of
Thy own, that the Church is Thy
work, Thy establishment, Thy in-
strument ; that we are under Thy
rule, Thy laws and Thy eye—
that when the Church speaks
Thou dost speak. Let not famili-
arity with this wonderful truth
lead me to be insensible to it—
let not the weakness of Thy
human representatives lead me
to forget that it is Thou who
dost speak and act through them.
It was just when Thou wast going
away, that then Thou didst lcave
this kingdom of Thine to take
Thy place on to the end of the
world, to speak for Thee, as Thy
visible form, when Thy Personal
Presence, sensible to man, was
departing. I will in true loving
faith bring Thee before me, teach-
ing all the truths and laws of this
kingdom to Thy Apostlcs. and I
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they say on definite points, but
think what they think; in all I
need to be saved from an originality
of thought, which is not true if it
leads away from Thee. Give me
the gift of discriminating between
true and false in all discourse of
mind.

3. And, for that end, give me
O my Lord, that purity of con-
science which alone can receive,
which alone can improve Thy in-
spirations. My ears are dull, so
that I cannot hear Thy voice. My
eyes are dim, so that I cannot see
Thy tokens. Thou alone canst
quicken my hearing, and purge my
sight, and cleanse and renew my
heart. Teach me, like Mary, to
sit at Thy feet, and to hear Thy
word. Give me that true wisdom,
which seeks Thy will by prayer
and meditation, by direct inter-
course with Thee, more than by
reading and reasoning. Give me
the discernment to know Thy
voice from the voice of strangers,
and to rest upon it and to seck
it in the first place, as something

MM
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2. My Lord, who camest intothis
world to do Thy Father’s will, not
Thine own, give me a most absolute
and simple submission to the will
of Father and Son. I believe, O
my Saviour, that Thou knowest just
what is best for me. I believe that
Thou lovest me better than I love
myself, that Thou art all-wise in
Thy Providence, and all-powerful
in Thy protection. I am as ignorant
as Peter was what is to happen to
me in time to come ; but I resign
myself entirely to my ignorance,
and thank Thee with all my heart
that Thou hast taken me out of
my own keeping, and, instead of
putting such a serious charge upon
me, hast bidden me put myself into
Thy hands. I can ask nothing
better than this, to be Thy care, not
myown. I protest, O my Lord, that,
through Thy grace, I will follow
Thee whithersoever Thou goest,
and will not lead the way. I will
wait on Thee for Thy guidance,
and, on obtaining it, I will act
upon it in simplicity and without
fear. And I promise that I will
not be impatient, if at any time I

MM2






THE FORTY DAYS’ TEACHING §2§

hands, my dear Saviour—I bargain
for nothing—only, if Thou shalt
bring heavier trials on me, give me
more grace—flood me with the
fulness of Thy strength and conso-
lation, that they may work in me
not death, but life and salvation.

(3)

OUR LORD’S PARTING WITH IIS
APOSTLES

I. ADORE Thee, O my God!

together with Thy Apo-
stles, during the forty days in
which Thou didst visit them after
Thy resurrection. So blessed was
the time, so calm, so undisturbed
from without, that it was good to
be there with Thee, and when it
was over, they could hardly believe
that it was more than begun. How
quickly must that first Zempus
Pasclhale have flown! and they
perhaps hardly knew when it was
to end. At least, they did not like
to anticipate its ending, but were
engrossed with the joy of the
present moment. O what a time
of consolation! What a contrast
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be eternally united and live to
Thee? Andnow Thou sayest that
Thou art leaving us. Is this
reasonable? is this just? is this
faithfulness to Thy promisc? Did
we bargain for this? O Lord
Jesus, we adore Thee, but we arc
confounded, and we know not what
to say !’

2. Yet let God be true, and
every man a liar. Let the Divine
Word triumph in our minds over
every argument and persuasion of
sensible appearances. Let faith
rule us and not sight. Thou art
justified, O Lord, when Thou art
arraigned, and dost gain the cause
when Thou art judged. For Thou
didst know that the true way of
possessing Thee was to lose Thee.
Thou didst know that what man
stands most of all in need of, and
in the first place, is not an outward
guide, though that he needs too, but
an inward, intimate, invisible aid.
Thou didst intend to heal him tho-
roughly, not slightly ; not merely to
reform the surface, but to remove
and destroy the heart and root of all
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him, though without conscious dis-
loyalty, yet with peevishness and
coldness. O my dear Lord, give
me a generous faith in Thee and in
Thy servants |
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picrced side ; they are mounting
up to heaven. And the Angels
are full of jubilee ; the myriads of
blessed spirits, which people the
glorious expanse, part like the
waters to let Thee pass. And the
living pavement of God’s palaces
is cleft in twain, and the Cherubim
with flaming swords, who form the
rampart of heaven against fallen
man, give way and open out, that
Thou mayest enter, and Thy
saints after thee. O memorable
day !

2. O memorable day! The
Apostles feel it to be so, now that
it is come, though they felt so dif-
ferently before it came. When it
was coming they dreaded it. They
could not think but it would be a
great bereavement ; but now, as we
read, they returned to Jerusalem
‘with great joy” O what a time
of triumph! They understood it
now. They understood how weak
it had been in them to grudge
their Lord and Master, the glorious
Captain of their salvation, the
Champion and First fruits of the
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manum dexteram weam: et in
voluntate tua deduxisti me, et cumn
gloria suscepisti me. Quid enim
miki est in cwlo, et a Te quid volui
super tervam ? Defecit caro mea et
cor meum ; Deus cordis nei, et pars
mea Deus in @ternum.— Thou hast
held me by my right hand ; and
by Thy will Thou hast conducted
me, and with Thy glory Thou
hast received me. For what have
I in heaven? And besides Thee
what do 1 desire upon earth?
For Thee my flesh and my heart
hath fainted away: Thou art the
God of my heart, and the God
that is my portion for ever.’

(2)
ASCENDIT IN CELUM

He ascended into Heaven

I. Y Lord is gone up into

heaven. I adore Thee,
Son of Mary, Jesu Emmanuel, my
God and my Saviour. I am al-
lowed to adore Thee, my Saviour
and my own Brother, for Thou art
God. I follow Thee in my thoughts,
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(3)

OUR ADVOCATE ABOVE

I. ADORE Thee, O my Lord,

as is most fitting, for Thou
art gone to heaven to take my
part there, and defend my interests.
I have one to plead for me with
the Lord of all. On earth we try
to put ourselves under the protec-
tion of powerful men when we have
any important business on hand;
we know the value of their influ-
ence, and we make much of any
promise they make us. Thou art
omnipotent, and Thou dost exert
Thy omnipotence for me. There -
are millions of men in the world :
Thou didst die for them all; but
Thou livest for Thy people, whom
Thou hast chosen out of the world.
And still more marvellously dost
Thou live for Thy predestinate.
Thou hast engraven them upon the
palms of Thy hands; their names
are cver before Thee. Thou count-
est the full roll of them; Thou
knowest them by heart: Thou
orderest the crown of the world for

NN2
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If I have the right to pray and.
the gift of impetration, may I not
thereby secure that perseverance to
the end, which I cannot merit, and
which is the sign and assurance of
my predestination? I have in my
hands all the means of that which
I have not, and may infallibly ob-
tain, even though I cannot certainly
sccure it.

3. O my Lord, I sink down al-
most in despair, in utter remorse
certainly and disgustat myself, that
I so utterly neglect these means
which Thou hast put into my hands,
content to let things take their
course, as if grace would infallibly
lead to glory without my own
trouble in the matter. What shall
I say to Thee, O my Saviour! ex-
cept that I am in the chains of habit,
feeble, helpless, stunted, growthless,
and as if I were meant to walk
through life, as the inferior crea-
turcs, with my face down to the
earth, on hands and feet, or crawl-
ing on, instead of having an erect
posture and a heavenward face? O
give me what I need—contrition for






THE ASCENSION 543

within my reach, it is entirely my
own fault. Thou hast surrounded
me from childhood with Thy
mercies ; Thou hast taken as much
pains with meas if I was of impor-
tance to Thee, and my loss of
heaven would be Thy loss of me.
Thou hast led me on by ten thou-
sand merciful providences; Thou
hast brought me necar to Thee in
the most intimate of ways; Thou
hast brought me into Thy house
and chamber; Thou hast fed me
with Thyself. Dost Thou not love
me ? really, truly, substantially, effi-
caciously love me, without any
limitation of the word ? I know it.
I have an utter conviction of it.
Thou art ever waiting to do mec
benefits, to pour upon me blessings.
Thou art ever waiting for me to
ask Thee to be merciful to me.

2. Yes, my Lord, Thou dost de-
sire that I should ask Thee ; Thou
art ever listening for my voice.
There is nothing I cannot get from
Thee. Oh I confess my heinous
neglect of this great privilege. I
am very guilty. I have trifled with
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everything before Thee, asking Thy
leave for everything I purpose,
Thy blessing on everything I do.
I will not move without Thece. I
will ever lift up my heart to Thee.
I will never forget that Thou art
my Advocate at the Throne of the
Highest. As the dial speaks of the
sun, so will I be ruled by Thec
above, if Thou wilt take me and
rule me. Be it so, my Lord Jesus,
I give myself wholly to Thee.
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spite of all obstacles, that awful
triumph of nature, is but Thy
glorious Presence. Through Thee
the many tribes of brute animals
live day by day, drawing in their
breath from Thee. Thou art the
life of the whole creation, O
Eternal Paracletc—and if of this
animal and material framework,
how much more of the world of
spirits! Through Thee, Almighty
Lord, the angels and saints sing
Thee praises in heaven. Through
Thee our own dead souls are quick-
ened to serve Thee. From Thee
is every good thought and desire,
every good purpose, every good
effort, every good success. It is by
Thee that sinners are turned into
saints. Itis by Thee the Church
is refreshed and strengthened, and
champions start forth, and martyrs
are carried on to their crown.
Through Thee new religious orders,
new devotions in the Church come
into being; new countries are
added to the faith, new mani-
festations and illustrations are
given of the ancient Apostolic
creed. I praisc and adore Thee,






THE PARACLETE 549

that I have nothing to glory in, and
everything to be humbled at.

3. O my dear Lord, how merci-
ful Thou hast been to me. When
I was young, Thou didst put into
my heart a special devotion to
Thee. Thou hast taken me up in
my youth, and in my age Thou
wilt not forsake me. Not for my
merit, but from Thy free and boun-
tiful love Thou didst put good
resolutions into me when I was
young, and didst turn me to Thee.
Thou wilt never forsake me. I do
earnestly trust so—never certainly
without fearful provocation on my
part. Yet I trust and pray, that
Thou wilt keep me from that pro-
vocation. O kcep me from the pro-
vocation of lukewarmness and sloth.
O my dear Lord, lead me forward
from strength to strength, gently,
sweetly, tenderly, lovingly, power-
fully, effectually, remembering my
fretfulness and feebleness, till
Thou bringest me into Thy heaven,
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Lord, the Paraclete, because Thou
in Thy infinite compassion hast
brought me into this Church, the
work of Thy supernatural power.
I had no claim on Thee for so won-
derful a favour over anyone else in
the whole world. There were many
men far better than I by nature,
gifted with more pleasing natural
gifts, and less stained with sin. Yet
Thou, in Thy inscrutable love for
me, hast chosen me and brought
me into Thy fold. Thou hast a
reason for everything Thou dost. I
know there must have been an all-
wise reason, as we speak in human
language, for Thy choosing me and
not another—but I know that that
reason was something external to
myself. I did nothing towards it—
I did everything against it. I did
cverything to thwart thy purpose.
And thus I owe all to Thy grace.
I should have lived and died in
darkness and sin ; I should have be-
come worse and worse the longer
I lived ; I should have got more to
hatc and abjure Thee, O Source of
my bliss ; I should have got yearly
more fit for hell, and at length I
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Thou art, upon the Altar. With-
out Thee I can do nothing, and
Thou art there where Thy Church is
and Thy Sacraments. Give me
grace to rest in them for ever, till
they are lost in the glory of Thy
manifestation in the world to
come,

(3

THE PARACLETE, THE LIFE OF
MY SOUL

I. Y God, I adore Thee for

taking on Thee the
charge of sinners; of those, who
not only cannot profit Thee, but
who continually grieve and profane
Thee. Thou hast taken on Thy-
self the office of a minister, and
that for those who did not ask for
it. I adore Thee for Thy incom-
prehensible condescension in minis-
tering to me. I know and feel, O
my God, that Thou mightest have
left me, as I wished to be left, to
go my own way, to go straight
forward in my wilfulness and self-
trust to hell. Thou mightest have
left me in that enmity to Thee

00
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Thy eternal substance, as if, though
I did not lose my own individuality,
yet in some sensc I was even here
absorbed in God. Nay—as though
Thou hadst taken possession of
my very body, this earthly, fleshly,
wretched tabernacle—even my
body is Thy Temple. O astonish-
ing, awful truth! I believe it, I
know it, O my God !

3- O my God, can I sin when
Thou art so intimately with me?
Can I forget who is with me, who
isin me? Can I expel a Divine
Inhabitant by that which He ab-
hors more.than anything else, which
is the one thing in the whole world
which is offensive to Him, the only
thing which is not His? Would
not this be a kind of sin against the
Holy Ghost? My God, I have a
double security against sinning ;
first the dread of such a profana-
tion of all Thou art to me in Thy
very Presence; and next because
I do trust that that Presence will
preserve me from sin. My God,
Thou wilt go from me, if I sin ; and

I shall be left to my own miserable
ooz
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and beauty of the Divine Nature,
and making us love what is in
Itself so winning and transporting.
I adore Thee, O uncreate and ever-
lasting Fire,by which our souls live,
by which alone they are madec fit
for heaven.

2. My God, the Paraclcte, I ac-
knowledge Thee as the Giver of
that great gift, by which alone we
are saved, supcrnatural love. Man
is by nature blind and hard-
hearted in all spiritual matters ;
how is he to reach heaven? Itis
by the flame of Thy grace, which
consumes him in order to ncw-
make him, and so to fit him to
enjoy what without Thee he would
have no taste for. Itis Thou, O
Almighty Paraclcte, who hast bcen
and art the strength, the vigour
and cndurance, of the martyr in
the midst of his torments. Thou
art the stay of the confessor in
his long, tedious, and humiliating
toils. Thou art the fire, by which
the preacher wins souls, without
thought of himself, in his mission-
ary labours. By Thee wc wake
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diligently improve what Thou hast
given me. Incrcase in me this
grace of love, in spite of all my un-
worthiness. It is more precious
than anything else in the world. 1
accept it in place of all the world
can give me. O give it to me!
It is my life.



to mingled pain and shame. Thou
wast stripped and fiercely scourged,
Thy sacred body vibrating under
the hcavy flail as trees under the
blast. Thou wast, when thus
mangled, hung up upon the Cross,
naked, a spectacle for all to see
Thee quivering and dying. What
does all this imply, O Mighty God !
What a depth is here which we
cannot fathom! My God, I know
well, Thou couldst have saved us
at Thy word, without Thyself suf-
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fering ; but Thou didst choose to
purchase us at the price of Thy
Blood. I look on Thee, the Victim
lifted up on Calvary, and I know
and protest that that death of
Thine was an expiation for the sins
of the whole world. I believe and
know, that Thou alone couldst have
offered a meritoriousatonement ; for
it was Thy Divine Nature which
gave Thy sufferings worth. Rather
then than I should perish according
to my deserts, Thou wast nailed
to the Tree and didst die.

2. Such a sacrifice was not to
be forgotten. It was not to be—
it could not be—a mere event in
the world’s history, which was to
be done and over, and was to pass
away except in its obscure, unre-
cognised effects. If that great
deed was what we believe it to be,
what we know it is, it must remain
present, though past; it must be
a standing fact for all times. Our
own carcful reflection upon it tells
us this; and therefore, when we
are told that Thou, O Lord, though
Thou hast ascended to glory, hast
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giving. Thou hast died for me,and
I in turn make myself over to
Thee. I am not my own. Thou
hast bought me; I will by my
own act and deed complete the
purchase. My wish is to be sepa-
rated from everything of this world ;
to cleanse myself simply from sin ;
to put away from me even what
is innocent, if used for its own sake,
and not for Thine. I put away
reputation and honour, and influ-
ence, and power, for my praise and
strength shall be in Thee. Enable
me to carry out what I profess.

(2)

HOLY COMMUNION

I. Y God, who can be in-

habited by Thee, ex-
cept the pure and holy ?  Sinners
may come to Thee, but to whom
shouldst Thou come exccpt to the
sanctified? My God, I adore Thee
as the Holiest; and, when Thou
didst come upon earth, Thou didst
prepare a holy habitation for Thy-
self in the most chaste womb of the
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and with ever so correct a rule of
judging, still, from my very nature,
I cannot look at myself, and view
myself truly and wholly. But
Thou, as Thou comest to me, con-
templatest me. When I say, Do-
mine, non sum dignus— Lord I am
not worthy ’—Thou whom I am
addressing, alone understandest
in their fulness the words which
I use. Thou seest how unworthy
so great a sinner is to receive the
One Holy God, whom the Sera-
phim adore with trembling. Thou
seest, not only the stains and scars
of past sins, but the mutilations,
the deep cavities, the chronic dis-
orders which they have left in my
soul. Thou seest the innumerable
living sins, though they be not
mortal, living in their power and
presence, their guilt, and their
penalties, which clothe me. Thou
seest all my bad habits, all my
mean principles, all wayward law-
less thoughts, my multitude of
infirmities and miseries, yet Thou
comest. Thou seest most perfectly
how little I really feel what I am
now saying, yet Thou comest. O
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(3)

THE FOOD OF THE SOUL

Sitivit in Te anima mea
For Thee my soul hatk thirsted

I. TN Thee, O Lord, all things

live, and Thou dost give
them their food. Oculi omnium in
Te sperant—*the eyes of all hope
in Thee’ To the beasts of the
field Thou givest meat and drink.
They live on day by day, because
Thou dost give them day by day
to live. And, if Thou givest not,
they feel their misery at once.
Nature witnesses to this great
truth, for they are visited at once
with gréat agony, and they cry out
and wildly wander about, seeking
what they need. But, as to us
thy children, Thou feedest us with
another food. Thou knowest, O
my God, who madest us, that no-
thing can satisfy us but Thyself,
and therefore Thou hast caused
Thy own self to be meat and drink
to us. O most adorable mystery !
O most stupendous of mercies!
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Therefore I come to Thee in all
these my necessities, in fear, but in
faith,

3. My God, Thou art my life ; if
I leave Thee, I cannot but thirst.
Lost spirits thirst in hell, because
they have not God. They thirst,
though they fain would have it
otherwise, from the necessity of
their original nature. But I, my
God, wish to thirst for Thee with a
better thirst. I wish to be clad in
that new nature, which so longs
for Thee from loving Thee, as to
overcome in me the fear of coming
to Thee. Icome to Thee, O Lord,
not only because I am unhappy
without Thee, not only because I
feel I need Thee, but because Thy
grace draws me on to seek Thee
for Thy own sake, because Thou
art so glorious and beautiful. I
come in great fear, but in greater
love. O may I never lose,as years
pass away, and the heart shuts up,
and all things are a burden, let me
never lose this youthful, eager,
elastic love of Thee. Make Thy
grace supply the failure of nature.

PP






XVI
THE SACRED HEART

1. SACRED Heart of Jesus,

I adore Thee in the one-
ness of the Personality of the
Second Person of the Holy Trinity.
Whatever belongs to the Person of
Jesus, belongs therefore to God,
and is to be worshipped with that
one and the same worship which
we pay to Jesus. He did not take
on Him His human nature, as
something distinct and separate
from Himself, but as simply, abso-
lutely, eternally His,so as to be in-
cluded by us in the very thought
of Him. I worship Thee, O
-‘Heart of Jesus, as being Jesus
Himself, as being that Eternal
Word in human nature which He
took wholly and lives in wholly,
and therefore in Thee. Thou art
the Heart of the Most High made
man. In worshipping Thee, 1
worship my Incarnate God, Em-

‘manuel. I worship Thee, as bear-
PP2
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and Man, as our Creator and our
Redeemer and Judge, has come to
us, and comes, in one inseparably
mingled stream, through that
Sacred Heart. O most Sacred
symbol and Sacrament of Love,
divine and human, in its fulness,
Thou didst save me by Thy divine
_ strength, and Thy human affection,
and then at length by that wonder-
working blood, wherewith Thou
didst overflow.

3. O most Sacred, most loving
Heart of Jesus, Thou art concealed
in the Holy Eucharist, and Thou
beatest for us still. Now as then
Thou sayest, Desiderio desideravi
—*With desire I have desired.” I
worship Thee then with all my
best love and awe, with my fervent
affection, with my most subdued,
most resolved will. O my God,
when Thou dost condescend to
suffer me to receive Thee, to cat
and drink Thee, and Thou for a
while takest up Thy abode within
me, O make my heart beat with
Thy Heart. Purify it of all that
is earthly, all that is proud and sen-






XVII

THE INFINITE PERFECTION
OF GOD

Ex ipso, et per ipsum, et in ipso sunt
omnia

i. EX ipso. 1 adore Thee, O

my God, as the origin
and source of all that is in the
world. Oncc nothing was in being
but Thou. It was so for a whole
eternity. Thou alone hast had no
beginning. Thou hast ever been
in being without beginning. Thou
hast necessarily been a whole
eternity by Thyself, having in Thee
all perfections stored up in Thyself,
by Thyself; a world of worlds;
an infinite abyss of all that is great
and wonderful, beautiful and holy ;
a treasury of infinite attributes, all
in one; infinitely one while thus
infinitely various. My God, the
thought simply excceds a created
nature, much more mine. I cannot
attain to it; I can but use the
words, and say ‘I belicve,” without
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scest my history through all ages
in heaven or in hell O awful
thought! My God, enable me to
bear it, lest the thought of Thee
confound me utterly ; and lead me
forward to salvation.

3. In ipso. And I believe and
know, moreover, that all things live
in Thee. Whatever there is of
being, of life, of excellence, of en-
joyment, of happiness, in the whole
creation, is, in its substance, simply
and absolutely Thine. It is by
dipping into the ocean of Thy
infinite perfections that all beings
have whatever they have of good.
All the beautifulness and majesty
of the visible world is a shadow
or a glimpse of Thee, or the
manifestation or operation in a
created medium of one or other
of Thy attributes. All that, is
wonderful in the way of talent
or genius is but an unworthy
reflexion of the faintest gleam of
the Eternal Mind. Whatever we
do well, is not only by Thy help,

. but is after all scarcely an imitation
of that sanctity which is in fulness
in Thee O my God, shall I one






XVIII

THE INFINITE KNOWLEDGE
OF GOD

Omnia nuda et aperta sunt oculis ejus ;
non est ulla creatura invisibiiis in
conspectu ejus ‘

All things are naked and open to his
eyes; nmeither is there any creafurc
invisible in his sight.

1. Y God, I adore Thee, as

beholding all things.
Thou knowest in a way altogether
different and higher than any
knowledge which can belong to
creatures. We know by means of
sight and thought ; there are few
things we know in any other way ;
but how unlike this knowledge, not
only in extent, but in its nature
and its characteristics, is Thy
knowledge! The Angels know
many things, but their knowledge
compared to Thine is mere igno-
rance. The human soul, which
Thou didst take into Thyself when
Thou didst become man, was
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Thou know the whole universe,
however vast, however intricate and
various, and all that is in it.

3. My great God, Thou knowest
all that is in the universe, because
Thou Thyself didst make it, It is
the very work of Thy hands. Thou
art Omniscient, because Thou art
omni-creative. Thou knowest each
part, however minute, as perfectly
as Thou knowest the whole.
Thou knowest mind as perfectly
as thou knowest matter. Thou
knowest the thoughts and purposes
of every soul as perfectly as if
there were no other soul in the
whole of Thy creation. Thou
knowest me through and through ;
all my present, past, and future
arc before Thee as one whole.
Thou seest all those delicate and
evanescent motions of my thought
which altogether escape myself.
Thou canst trace every act, whether
deed or thought, to its origin, and
canst follow it into its whole
growth and consequences. Thou
knowest how it will be with me at
the end; Thou hast before Thee



all.



XIX
THE PROVIDENCE OF GOD

I ADORE Thee, my God, as

having laid down the ends
and the means of all things which
Thou hast created. Thou hast
created everything for some end
of its own, and Thou dost direct it
to that end. The end, which Thou
didst in the beginning appoint for
man, is Thy worship and service,
and his own happiness in paying
it ; a blessed eternity of soul and
body with Thee for ever. Thou
hast provided for this, and that in
the case of cvery man. As Thy
hand and eye are upon the brute
creation, so are they upon us.
Thou sustainest everything in life
and action for its own end. Not
a reptile, not an insect, but Thou
seest and makest to live, while its
time lasts. Not a sinner, not an
idolater, not a blasphemer, not an
atheist lives, but by Thee, and in
order that He may repent. Thou
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Thou dost remember mercy.
Even Thy justice when it overtakes
the impenitent sinner, who had
exhausted Thy loving providences
towards him, is mercy to others, as
saving them from his contamina-
tion, or granting them a warning.
I acknowledge with a full and firm
faith, O Lord, the wisdom and
goodness of Thy Providence, even
in Thy inscrutable judgments and
Thy incomprchensible decrees.

3. O my God, my whole life has
becen a course of mercies and
blessings shewn to one who has
been most unworthy of them. I
require no faith, for I have had
long experience, as to Thy provi-
dence towards me. Year after
year Thou hast carried me on—
removed dangers from my path—
recovered me, recruited me, re-
freshed me, borne with me, directed
me, sustained me. O forsake mec
not when my strength faileth me.
And Thou never wilt forsake me.
I may sccurely repose upon Thee.
Sinner as I am, nevertheless, while
[ am true to Thee, Thou wilt still,

QQ






XX
GOD IS ALL IN ALL

Unus deus et Pater omnium, qui est super
omnes, et per omnia, et in omnibus
nobis.

One God and Father of all, who is above
all, and through all, and in us all.

I. £ OD aloneisin heaven ; God

is all in all. Eternal
Lord, I acknowledge this truth, and
I adore Thee in this sovercign and
most glorious mystery. There is
One God, and He fills Heaven ;
and all blessed creatures, though
they ever remain in their individua-
lity, are, as the very means of their
blessedness, absorbed, and (as it
were) drowned in the fulness of Him
who is super omnes, et per omnia,
et in omnibus. 1If ever, through
Thy grace, I attain to see Thee in
heaven, I shall see nothing else but
Thee, because I shall see all whom
I see in Thee, and seeing them
I shall see Thee. As I cannot see

things here below without light,
QQ2
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multitudes of kinds of knowledge,
of sciences, and of arts of which
. it can be made the subject. And, I
know, I should be ages upon ages
in learning everything that is to be
learned about this world, supposing
me to have the power of learning
it at all. And new sciences would
come to light, at present unsus-
pected, as fast as I had mastered
the old, and the conclusions of to-
day would be nothing more than
starting poinfs of to-morrow. And
I see morcover, and the more I
examined it, the more I should
understand, the marvellous beauty
of these works of Thy hands. And
so, I might begin again, after this
material universe, and find a new
world of knowledge, higher and
more wonderful, in Thy intellectual
creations, Thy angels and other
spirits, and men. But all, all that
is in these worlds, high and low, are
but an atom compared with the
grandeur, the height and depth, the
glory, on which Thy saints are gaz-

ing in their contemplation of Thee.
It is the occupation of eternity,
ever new, inexhaustible, ineffably






XXI

GOD THE INCOMMUNICABLE
PERFECTION

I. LMIGHTY God, Thou art

the One Infinite Fulness.
From eternity Thou art the One
and only absolute and most all-
sufficient seat and proper abode of
all conceivable best attributes, and
of all, which are many more,
which cannot be conceived. I hold
this as a matter of rcason, though
my imagination starts from it.
I hold it firmly and absolutely,
though it is the most difficult of all
mysteries. I hold it from the
actual experience of Thy blessings
and mercies towards me, the evi-
dences of Thy awful Being and
attributes, brought home continu-
ally to my reason, beyond the power
of doubting or disputing. I hold
it from that long and intimate
familiarity with it, so that it is part
of my rational nature to hold it;
because I am so constituted and
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one, so perfect in that oneness,
surely one would say, Thou ever
must be most distant from Thy
creatures, didst Thou create any ;—
- separated from them by Thy eternal
ancientness on their beginning to be,
andseparated by Thy transcendency
of excellence and Thy absolute
contrariety to them. What couldst
Thou give them out of Thysclf,
which would suit their nature, so
different from Thine? What good
of Thine could be their good, or do
them good, except in some poor
external way? If Thou couldst
be the happiness of man, then
might man in turn, or some gift
from him, be the happiness of the
bird of prey or the wild beast, the
cattle of his pasture, or the myriads
of minute creatures which we can
scarcely see. Man is not so far
above them, as Thou above him.
For what is every creature in Thy
sight, O Lord, but a vanity and a
breath, a smoke which stays not,
but flits by and passes away, a
poor thing which only vanishes so
much the sooner, because Thou
lookest on it, and it is set in the






XXII
GOD COMMUNICATED TO US

I. HOU hast, O Lord, an in-

communicable perfection,
but still that Omnipotence by
which Thou didst create, is suffi-
cient also to the work of commu-
nicating Thyself to the spirits which
Thou hast created. Thy Almighty
Life is not for our destruction, but
for our living. Thou remainest
ever one and the same in Thyself,
but there goes from Thee continu-
ally a power and virtue, which by
its contact is our strength and
good. I donot know how this can
be ; my reason does not satisfy me
here; but in nature I see intima-
tions, and by faith I have full
assurance of the truth of this mys-
tery. By Thee we cross the gulf
that lies between Thee and us.
The Living God is lifegiving. Thou
art the Fount and Centre, as well
as the Seat, of all good. The traces
of Thy glory, as the many-coloured
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by the most overwhelming proof, by
taking our created nature on Thy-
self, and exalting it in Thee. Give
me in my own self the benefit of
this wondrous truth, now it has
been so publicly ascertained and
guarantced. Let me have in my
own person, what in Jesus Thou
hast given to my nature. Let me
be partaker of that Divine Nature
in all the riches of Its attributes,
which in fulness of substance
and in personal presence became
the Son of Mary. Give me that
life, suitable to my own nced, which
is stored up for us all in Him who
is the Life of men. Teach me and
enable me to live the life of Saints
and Angels. Take me out of the
languor, the irritability, the sensi-
tiveness, the incapability, the anar-
chy, in which my soul lies, and fill
it with Thy fulness. Breathe on
me, that the dead bones may live.
Breathe on me with that Breath
which infuses energy and kindles
fervour. In asking for fervour, I
ask for all that I can need, and
all that Thou canst give ; for it is
the crown of all gifts and all virtues.
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wretched at the end of it. I think
I should be tempted to destroy my-
self for very weariness and disgust.
I think I should at last lose my
reason and go mad, if my life here
was prolonged long enough. I
should feel it like solitary confine-
ment, for I should find myself shut
up in myself without companion, if
I could not converse with Thee, my
God. Thou only, O my Infinite
Lord, art ever new, though Thou
art the ancient of days—the last
as well as the first.

2. Thou, O my God, art ever
new, though Thou art the most
ancient—Thou alone art the food
for eternity. I am to live for ever,
not for atime—and I have no power
over my being ; I cannot destroy
myself, even though I were so
wicked as to wish to do so. I must
live on, with intellect and conscious-
ness for ever, in spite of myself.
Without Thee eternity would be
another name for eternal misery.
In Thee alone have I that which can
stay me up for ever : Thou alone art
the food of mysoul. Thou alone art

R R



substance in this universe of
shadows, and the heaven in which
blessed spirits live and rejoice.

3. My God, I take Thee for my
portion. From mere prudence 1
turn from the world to Thee; I
give up the world for Thee. I re-
nounce that which promises for
Him who performs. To whom else
should I go? I desire to find and
feed on Thee here ; I desire to feed
on Thee, Jesu, my Lord, who
art risen, who hast gone up on
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- high, who yet remainest with Thy
people on earth. I look up to
Thee ; I look for the Living Bread
which is in heaven, which comes
down from heaven. Give me ever
of this Bread. Destroy this life,
which will soon perish — even
though Thou dost not destroy it,
and fill me with that supernatural
life, which will never die.
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CONCLUSION






WRITTEN IN PROSPLECT OF
DEATH

March 13th, 1864, Passion Sunday,
7 o'clock a.m.

—

WRITE in the direct view

of dcath as in prospect.

No onein the house, I suppose,

suspects anything of the kind.

Nor anyone anywhere, unless
it be the medical men.

I write at once—because, on
my own feelings of mind and
body, it is as if nothing at all
werc the matter with me, just
now ; but because I do not
know how long this perfect
possession of my sensible and
available health and strength
may last.

I die in the faith of the One
Holy Catholic Apostolic Church.



and compassion of cuxr dear Modher
Mary ; to St Joseph ; a=d St P
Neri, my father, the tather of za
unworthy soa; to St Jobm the
Evangelist ; St John the Baptst;
St. Henry ; St. Athanastus, and St
Gregory Nazianzen; to St Chryso-
stom, and St. Ambrose.

Also to St. Peter, St. Gregory 1,
and St Leo. Also to the great
Apostle, St. Paul

Also to my tender Guardian
Angel, and to all Angels, and to
all Saints,

‘X









WRITTEN IN PROSPECT
OF DEATH

July 23, 1876
1 wisH, with all my heart, to be buried in
Father Ambrose St. John’s grave—and I
give this as my last, my imperative will.
[This I confirm and insist on, and com-
mand. Feb. 13, 1881.]

If a tablet is put up in the cloister, such
as the three there already, I should like
the following, if good Latinity, and if
there is no other objection : e.g. it must
not be if persons to whom I should defer
thought it sceptical. [J. H. N., Feb. 13,
1881.]

JOANNES HENRICUS NEWMAN

EX UMBRIS ET IMAGINIBUS
IN VERITATEM

DIE — — A. S. 18

Requiescat in pace

My only difficulty is St. Paul, Heb.
x. I, where he assigns ‘umbra’ to the
Law—but surely, though we have in many
respects an eikov of the Truth, there is a
good deal of g still, as in the doctrine
of the Holy Trinity.

Cardinal Newman was born Feb. 21, 1801,
received into the Catholic Church, October 9,
1845, created Cardinal, May 12, 1879, and
- died late in the evening of Aug. 11, 189o0.


















